
AUGUST 7, 2011: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time                                                                                                                                                                
 

But when he saw how strong the wind was 

he became frightened; and, beginning to 

sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand 

and caught Peter, and said to him, “O you 

of little faith, why did you doubt?”     Mt 14:30-31 
 

LITURGY 
 

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS 
 

Sun., August 7 (1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33)     

  8:00 am- Fred & Angeline Pustejovsky 

10:30 am- For our Parish Family 

Monday, August 8, St. Dominic, priest (Dt 10:12-22/Mt 

     17:22-27)  

  7:00 am- Pete Steinberg 

10:00 am- Julius Seitz  (H’ville Rehab)  

Tuesday, August 9, St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, virgin & 

     martyr (Dt 31:1-8/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14) 

  7:00 am- Dolores Ludwig 

Wednesday, August 10, St. Lawrence, deacon & martyr  

     (2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26) 

  7:00 am- Living & deceased members of Val & Anastasia Staha 
                 Family 
  8:05 am- Bill  Mitchon 

Thursday, August 11, St. Clare, virgin (Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13- 

     17/Mt 18:21---19:1)                                                                   
  7:00 am- Hilda Elstner 
10:00 am- Mary R. Janak  (Stevens) 

Friday, August 12, St. Jane Frances de Chantal, religious 

     (Jos 24:1-13/Mt 19:3-12)  

 7:00 am- Gene Szwarc 
 8:05 am- Mass of Thanksgiving - Raymond & Pat Opela’s 50th   
                Anniversary 

Saturday, Aug. 13, Sts. Pontain, pope & martyr, & Hippolytus 

      priest & martyr  (Jos 24:14-29/Mt 19:13-15)  

 5:30 pm- Joe P. Zappe 

Sunday, August 14 (Is 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 

     15:21-28)     

  8:00 am- Ryan & Shawn Drozd 

10:30 am- For our Parish Family 

  6:00 pm- Lucille Etzler   (Vigil Mass for the Assumption) 

Monday, August 15, The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary (Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56) 

  6:45 am- Josephine Matejek 
  8:05 am- Living & deceased members of KJZT 
12:05 pm- For  Rain 
 

Bulletin Sponsor:  In honor of Daniel & Mathilda 
Melnar’s 48th Anniversary. 
 

Radio Broadcast Sponsor: In memory of Hilda Elstner by 
her family. 
 

Vigil Light: In memory of Bill Mitchon.  
 

Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$4,723; Loose-$1,117; Chil-
dren-$56; Church Endowment Env.-$70; School Endow-
ment Env.-$10; Catholic Education Env.-$145. 
 

Perpetual Adoration – an adorer is needed on Fridays at 
3:00 p.m. If you are able to spend this hour in adoration  
with our Lord, please call Charlene Bradbury at 798-3224. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 

 -St. Joseph Church Picnic, Yoakum Com. Center.   
 

 -St. Anthony Shrimporee, Palacios Recreation Center.  
 

 -Sts. Peter & Paul Church Festival, Frelsburg.  
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 8 

 -Rosary & evening prayer, 5:30 p.m. in church.  
 

 -KJZT meeting, 6:30 p.m., Mary’s House. 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9 

 -Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., KC Hall of Fame Room.   
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10 

 -Parish Movie Night, Family Center. Doors open 5:30pm. 
  Movie begins 6:30 pm. 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 

-St. Michael Harvest Feast, Veteran’s Memorial Park, 

Weimar. Fried Chicken & Stew Dinner 11am. Auction, 
bingo, cake walk, country store, kiddy games & music.   

 

Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Helen M. Appelt, 

Faith Del Castillo, Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Hubert & 

Mary Grahmann, Odessa, Doug & Richard Blumberg, 

Danielle Grady, Rose Thumann, Dr. Michael Moore, Bill 

Gohlke, Sterlin Ritchie, Brenda Grahmann, Ed Aulick, Ricky 

Skelton, Larry Appelt, Victor Pavliska, Derrick Berger, 

Anita Bohuslav, Anita Kallus, Daniel Wick, Josephine 

Janak, Paul Najvar, Betty Hernandez, Gene Drozd, Irene 

Bordovsky, Steven DeLaRosa, Soila Sanchez, Ed Kadlecek, 

Milissa Zamora, Rhonda Janak, Larry Korenek, David 

Halata, Alex Drozd, LaNora Konvicka,  Red Kahanek, 

Marilyn Marikle, Theresa Steffek, Willard Hagendorf, 

nursing home residents & the homebound. 
 

Anniversaries: 
Richard & Rita Wachel  56 years Aug. 7 
Roger & Brenda Sitka  25 years Aug. 10 
Emil & La Rose Svab  57 years Aug. 11 
Alfonse & Elizabeth Peters 50 years Aug. 11 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  Tommy Najvar, 
brother of Frances Spring; and, Benita Janecek Bordovsky 
of our parish family. May they and all the faithful 

departed rest in the peace of Christ. 
 

Parish Movie Night – August 10.  The Parish Youth 
Group is sponsoring a “Back to School” movie night for 
all the parishioners of the parish in the Family Center. 
Admission and popcorn are FREE! Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. and the movie will begin at 6:30 p.m. Other movie 
concessions will be sold to benefit our parish youth group, 
as well as other items such as our various T-shirts for 
evangelization. The featured film will be the 1966 movie 

“The Trouble with Angels” starring Rosalind Russell and 
Hayley Mills. This movie is in color and is appropriate 
and fun for all age groups! Come one and all! 
 

Fall Picnic News – If you have antiques, unusual or 
interesting items, or cattle to donate to the auction, please 
call the rectory as soon as possible so we may begin 
advertising. Thank you for supporting our parish picnics!  



From the Desk of Father John 
 

   Today’s families come in all shapes and sizes. Amid all 
those differences, one thing is certain: maintaining a 
strong family takes a lot of time, energy and work – oh, 
and a dose of prayer! Looking at who we are through the 
eyes of our faith, we see that although we may not be the 
image of the perfect family every day, we are holier, 
indeed “greater,” than we think. 

   Great Catholic families make Sunday Mass the 

center of their week. The foundation of solid Catholic 
family life – the glue that keeps us together – is Sunday 
Mass. If you have young children, getting out the door of 
church is almost as much a challenge as keeping the kids 
quiet during the homily. If you have teens, the biggest 
challenge (after getting them out of bed) is to get them to 
pay attention. Yet, going to Mass each week is worth the 
work. When we approach God’s altar to receive the 
Eucharist, our share in Christ’s Body and Blood deepens 
our communion with Him, and through Him builds up His 
Body, the Church. Together in community, we sing hymns 
and learn how our voices blend. We listen to the Word of 
God and learn how to follow Jesus. We pray together and 
learn about silence and humility. On Sunday we are 
reminded that the center of our family life is Christ. 

   Faith Builder: Enjoy Sunday brunch as a family and 

talk about the part of Mass that resonated most with each 

person. Hold on to that lesson for the week. 
 

Religious Education (CCD) ~~ Office 798-3124 

Angela McConnell, Coordinator 
 

Registration: Watch the mail for your registration forms. 
The first CCD class starts with Mass at 6:15 p.m. on 
Sept.7th. Parents should attend.  

Help needed: We are still in need of a 3rd grade teacher 
& a married couple to lead the 12th grade program.  

Important dates for CCD volunteers–teachers & 

aides-  
August 28:  Mandatory New Mass Prayers Training with 
Fr. Tommy, 1:00-6:00 p.m., Youth House. 

August 31:  All Volunteers Dinner/Social & 
Commissioning Ceremony, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Youth House.   
 

Sacred Heart Catholic School News 

Office 798-4251 
 

August 10-11 & 15-16: Faculty In-service. 

August 12: Diocesan In-service, 8am – 3pm, K.C. Hall. 

August 17:  First day of school. 
Booster Club Hot Dog Supper, 7:00 p.m., Family Center.  

WANTED-USED TENNIS BALLS:  We are in need of 
used tennis balls. Please drop them off at the rectory or 
the school. Thank You!! 
 

Welcome to the Parish: Mark & Lisa Noska, Brianna, 
Haley & Ty; Michael & Brooke Dieringer, Allison & 
Colton; Jayne & Lance Easterling, & Cole; and, William 
Migl. 
 

July Baptisms: Edyn Marie, daughter of Ryan & Belinda 
McElroy; Korey Carson, son of Kevin & Katherine 
Kalina; Raley Sky, daughter of Ryan & Kelly Bludau; 
Maddox Edward, son of Chris & Monica Wise; Braxton 
Hunter, son of Richard & Lynsey Munson; and Daisy, 
daughter of Aristeo Aguilar & Lidia Sierra. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation for Adults:  Are you an 
adult at least 18 years or older who regularly practices 
your Catholic faith, but still needing to receive the 
sacrament of Confirmation? Please call Fr. Tommy Chen 
to sign up for Confirmation preparation classes for Adults.  
The bishop will be coming to our parish on May 20, 2012 
to administer the sacrament of Confirmation to all those 
who are prepared. 
  

Christian Initiation for Adults:  Are you interested in 
joining the Catholic Church?  Please call Fr. Tommy 
Chen to sign up for RCIA classes to receive instruction on 
the Catholic faith. 
 

BBQ Chicken Dinner Benefit for David Halata, Sr., 
Monday, August 22, plates to go, 4:30-7:00 p.m., KC 
Hall. Tickets are $7.00 each and available for purchase at 
Hoffer’s, Lavaca Farm Equipment, Morton’s, Peoples 
State Bank, Sacred Heart Credit Union & the Rectory. 
Donations to offset expenses would be appreciated & may 
be deposited to the “David Halata, Sr. Benefit” account at 
Peoples State Bank. Thank you for your support!  
 

Flowers this weekend at the Altar of Sacrifice are in 
memory of Thelma & Ann Spies by their family. 
 

PRAYER FOR RAIN –  Heavenly Father, we believe 
that it is You who created our world with all of its beauty 
and life. We believe that it is You who put into place the 
systems of nature that sustain, nurture and renew this 
work of Your hands. We believe that it is You who hears 
Your children when they call upon You. Hear, then this 
prayer which comes from a heart filled with confidence 
and trust. Grant to us and to all Who seek it, the gift of a 
bountiful rain. Water our lands so that they may once 
again spring to life and reflect the beauty of your creation. 
Fill our lakes and rivers with sufficient rain so that they 
may continue to provide life giving and refreshing water 
to all who depend upon it for their livelihood and well 
being. Please do not let many more days pass without 
sending us this most needed blessing of rain. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus, Your Son, who lives, and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen. 
 

In the storm in today’s Gospel, Jesus comes to calm the 

waves & give hope to His disciples. He is also the One who 

comes to us in the great storms of our own lives. When we 

are tossed about by the problems, fears, difficulties, & trage-

dies of life, Jesus is there to give us hope. Like the passing 

thunderstorm, we still have to deal with the effects of life's 

problems. They don't magically go away. But Christ is there 

to see us through, even as we recover. His words to us are the 

same as those addressed to the disciples: "Take courage, it is 

I; do not be afraid."                2011 Liturgical Publications Inc 
 



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year AT H E

C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

In three of the four Gospels, Jesus comes 
to his disciples walking on the water. 
But it is only in today’s Gospel from 
Matthew that Peter decides to join him. 
The walking on the water is properly seen 
as an epiphany miracle. Here, Jesus is 
revealed as one clothed in the power of 
God who subdued the waters of chaos 
at creation and saved Israel through the 
waters of the Red Sea. 
 What is remarkable about today’s 
Gospel is that Peter wants to do what 
Jesus does. Peter is often noted for his 
brashness, but assuming the attributes 
of the creating and saving God seems 
excessive even for him. Even more 
astounding, Jesus accedes to Peter’s 
request and invites him to step out of the 
boat. It is as if Jesus was saying, “Sure 
Peter, you can be God too!”

 As bizarre as this interchange might 
seem, it is not far from Matthew’s point. 
Following Jesus is not simply a matter of 
living his teaching or copying his actions. 
The very power of Christ is given to us. 
We share in his divine life. Of course 
we are not perfect as Christ is, nor do 
we assume a position in the Godhead. 
Peter found this out soon enough as he 
began to sink. Nevertheless, this Gospel 
story insists that we carry the holiness of 
Christ within us. Discipleship does not 
encourage us to cower in the boat. It 
calls us to step out in faith and do things 
beyond our imagining. We take that risk, 
knowing that if we have overstepped our 
abilities, Christ will be there to catch us.

August 7, 2011

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

The Word of God  
This Week
Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God. 
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week. Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

Today
1 Kings 19:9a, 11–13a

Romans 9:1–5
Matthew 14:22–33

monday
Matthew 17:22–27
“The Son of Man is  

going to be betrayed . . .”

tuesday
Matthew 18:1–5, 10, 12–14

“. . . unless you . . . become  
like children, you will never 

enter the kingdom . . .”

Wednesday*
John 12:24–26

“Whoever serves me,  
the Father will honor.”

thursday
Matthew 18:21—19:1

“. . . forgive your brother  
or sister from your heart.”

friday
Matthew 19:3–12

“. . . Moses allowed you  
to divorce . . . but from  

the beginning it was not so.”

saturday
Matthew 19:13–15

“Let the little children come . . .”

 *Feast of Saint Lawrence

Peter does not step out of the boat on a calm, 
sunny day. His vessel was battered by the 
waves and was far from land. These violent 
conditions are meant to remind us that when 
Christ calls us, fear must often be overcome.

Adults
When have I allowed fear to prevent me from 

speaking the truth or acting to promote goodness? 

Children
What good thing is Jesus asking me to do, and if  

I am afraid, am I willing to ask his help?

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

It was in their discussion of the 
role of priests that the bishops of 
Vatican II presented one of the 
clearest descriptions of Christ 
working through his followers. 
Christ works through his ministers 
to achieve his Father’s will in the 
world. In this way, Christ remains 
the source and the origin of 
those who would do the work of 
the Church (Cf. Decree on the 
Ministry and Life of Priests #14).
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You Can Walk on Water



 

Jesus’ invitation to Peter to walk on 

the water is a call to believe in God’s 

power. If our success is dependent 

only on our own abilities, excuses 

will often win out over service.

 You might be much better at 

organizing than handholding. But 

if there is a person in your family 

beset with loss or pain, Christ 

can call to you as he did to Peter: 

“Come.” Even if sympathy is not 

your strength, Christ can ask you to 

be his healing presence. 

 You might not be the most 

eloquent or assertive person. But 

if you see cruelty in your school or 

workplace, Christ might invite you 

to stand up and speak out that such 

injustice must come to an end. 

 Many people may have more 

influence over others than you do. 

But if you recognize division or hurt 

marring the lives of others, Christ 

might lead you to be his agent of 

peace and reconciliation. 

 Christ does not only call followers. 

He enables them. When he charges 

them to act, they understand that 

they will not be alone. When he 

calls them to come, his disciples 

know it is time to walk on water and 

that he will be with them. 

Responding to God’s Word . . .
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Carry this thought in your heart as a 
guide for your faith journey this week.

But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty 
acts of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous 
light.  

1 Peter 2:9

A Disciple’s Prayer

Nobel Prize winner Dr. Alexis  

Carrell wrote a book called Man,  

the Unknown. In it, he makes this 

striking statement: “Prayer is the  

most powerful form of energy we  

can generate. . . . The influence  

of prayer on the human mind and 

body is as demonstrable as 

secreting glands. . . . Only in prayer 

do we achieve that complete and 

harmonious assembly of body,  

mind, and spirit which gives the  

frail human reed its unshakable 

strength.” 

For reflection . . .
What is one effect that regular  
prayer has had on my life?

Much prayer, Much power! 
LittLe prayer, LittLe power! 
No prayer, No power!
         aNoNyMous

From Vision by mark Link, SJ

Meditation 
Moment

08071

Lord,  

I do not understand  

why you ask such things  

of me. I can point to many  

others who are more talented,  

more patient, more courageous  

than I am. Would it not make more 

sense to call them instead?  

But if you ask, I will answer.  

If you call, I will follow.  

If you invite me to walk on  

water, I will try, as long as  

you are at my side.  

Amen.

The Author of 1 Peter  

The first letter of Peter is 

addressed to “exiles of the 

Dispersion.” The title implies 

a group of people who felt 

alienated from their religious 

heritage and society. The author 

reminds them that they possess 

a dignity through their baptism in 

Christ and that their actions share 

in the mighty acts of God.

S u g g e S t I o n S

Use one of these suggestions or one 
of your own to respond to God’s 
Word this week.

In the home. Identify a family 
responsibility for which you feel 
poorly equipped. Remind yourself 
that Christ will be with you when 
you attempt to meet its demands.

In the workplace or in school. Ask 
yourself if Christ is calling you to act 
in his place toward someone who is 
in distress or in need. 

In the community. Remember a 
time when someone surprised you 
by meeting the need of another. 
Affirm that person in the value of his 
or her action.
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What can you do with
good old “Catholic Guilt”?

Why do Catholics 
believe in angels?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                                        August 2011

     Often pictured as 
chubby cherubs with 
wings, angels are 
actually powerful 
beings who have been 
present since creation. 
They are spirits who act as 
God’s servants and 
messengers and dwell with 
God in Heaven.
   Angels are purely spiritual 

creatures with intelligence and 
   will, and are splendid and 

immortal. Some angelic duties 
recorded in Scripture have 

included announcing and 
assisting prophets, leading 

God’s people out of danger, 
and announcing important 

births. In fact, the angel Gabriel 
announced the birth of Jesus, 

himself.

Quiet service
   In the service of God not everyone 
is called to lead. There are times 

when we are to take a 
background role and go 
unnoticed. No matter. When 
we serve with love, our service 
can be as important as that of 
the most prominent apostle.

Forgiveness, again
   Jesus certainly had reason to 
harbor a grudge. He was 
falsely accused, unjustly 
imprisoned, cruelly murdered. 
Yet he forgave everyone and 
wants us to do the same.
   Holding a grudge gives 
power over our life to the 
offending person or situation. 
As we let go of the grudge, that 
power disappears. Instead, 
there is room for compassion 
and understanding. That’s 
what Jesus wants for us.

   LAITY: The faithful who, 
having been incorporated into 
Christ through Baptism, are 
made part of the people of 
God, the Church. 
The laity 
participate in 
their own way in 
the priestly, 
prophetic, and 
kingly functions 
of Christ. 
(Catechism of the 

Catholic 
Church)

   Our so-called “Catholic guilt” is 
actually a healthy warning 
signal that alerts us 
when something in 
our relationship 
with God needs 
fixing. When 
dealt with in 
positive ways, 
guilt can be 
good.
   Get rid of 
it. Guilt is like 
a hot potato. 
It’s not 
pleasant to 
hold for long. 
The idea is to 
get rid of it 
quickly.
   Find the source. Examine your 
conscience and find the source. Then 
confess it during the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Remember: God always 
forgives even if people don’t.

   Make things right. Key to 
overcoming guilt is to make things 
right, but that is easier in some 
situations than others. Ask your 
priest for suggestions, if necessary.
   Learn from your mistakes. Review 
what went wrong and resolve not to 
let it happen again. Remember how 
uncomfortable it was to carry guilt 
and how great it felt when the burden 
was lifted. Seal your commitment 
with the penance you receive from 
the priest.
   The bad kind of guilt. Guilt is 
supposed to be a temporary feeling to 
nudge us back on track. Feeling 
constant shame that isn’t associated 
with a corresponding sin is 

unreasonable. If that’s what you are 
feeling, try to identify the source. Are 
there people in your life skilled at 
making you feel guilty? If unsure, ask 
a priest or religious for help.

Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor
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How can 
I resist 
temptation?

Matthew 16:21-27, 
Jesus predicts his Passion.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
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http://www.growinginfaith.com

(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)

To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
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   Pope John Paul II once said that those of us who know 
Christ can’t keep him for ourselves. “We must 
proclaim him.” Try these ideas for proclaiming 
Christ in your community:
   Vote. When we cast our votes, we bring Christian 
principles into our local, state, or federal 
governments. To build a more just and 
compassionate society, look for candidates 
who most closely represent our Catholic values.
   Speak with love. “This is how all will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 

Our culture tells us it’s funny to make jokes at 
others’ expense or interesting to gossip. Instead, 

use Christ-speech, which is always positive.
   Spend responsibly. As consumers we can 

bring Christ to the marketplace by buying products 
that have been produced responsibly. Ask your retailer 
for information about how and by whom the products 
sold were made. If you don’t like the answer, shop 
elsewhere. (For more information, go to the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website 
www.usccb.org social justice section.)

3 Ways to share Christ in your community

   There is only one effective way to 
resist temptation and that is to say 
“no.” But that is easier said than done. 

Try these ideas for help:
   Make a list of what 
most often leads you 
into sin. Do you have 
friends who love to 
gossip? Do you drink 
too much with 
coworkers? Do you 

spend too much money at the mall? 
Write your list down and make it 
complete. Then decide to reject each 
item on the list.
   Practice saying “no” when you are 
alone. Say it out loud if you have to. 
Don’t offer explanations. Just make it a 
“no.” “I don’t do that.” “That’s not 
me.”
   Remove yourself from temptation. In 
the Old Testament story of Joseph, his 
boss’s wife “looked at him with longing” 
and followed him around but Joseph 
“would not agree to lie with her or even be 
near her” (Genesis 39:10).  Avoid the 
gossiping friends, go straight home 
from work, stay away from the mall.
   There is nothing more important than 
avoiding sin.

   August 13 – Pope St. Pontian 
(235). Pontian spent most of his 
papacy defeating heresy and battling 
an antipope, Hippolytus, with whom 
he later reconciled. During the Roman 
persecution of the Church, Pontian 
and Hippolytus were exiled to the 
mines in Sardinia where they were 
martyred.
   August 19 – St. John Eudes (1680). 
Born on a farm in Normandy, France, 
John was priest and missionary in the 
Diocese of Seez. Concerned with the 
state of the clergy, he instituted
reforms and started seminaries. John 

is best known for promoting the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
He founded the Congregation of Jesus 
and Mary (Eudists).
   August 25 – St. Louis of France 
(1270). After two reigns of violence, 
King Louis IX brought peace and 
justice to France. He improved the tax 
system and reformed laws, founded 
hospitals and visited their sick. He 
protected the rights 
of the common 
people. He died 
of typhus in a 
crusade against 
Muslim 
advances in 
Syria.

   Jesus told the Apostles he must suffer, 
die, and be raised from the dead. 
When Peter objected, Jesus 
rebuked him. He 
explained that to be 
his disciples we must 
take up our cross and 
follow him.
   Jesus never 
promised us, his 
followers, worldly 
success. We are not 
promised wealth, 
good health, constant 
bliss, or an easy life. The only thing 
Jesus promised us for this life is a cross. 
Most of us will have many crosses in 
our lives. Our crosses can take many 

forms: an illness, the death of a loved 
one, the loss of a job. Actually we’d  

have those crosses whether or not we 
follow Jesus.
   By denying ourselves, 
picking up our cross, and 
following Jesus, we will be 
joining ourselves to Jesus. 
That is how we can show 
our faith in God. Jesus will 
help us carry our cross by 
giving us his strength. 
When others see how our 
faith carries us through 

our trials, it can help them come to 
Jesus. We evangelize by how we live 
our lives. In the process we gain 
eternal life.
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