JULY 3, 2011: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

LITURGY
MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS
Sunday, July 3 (Zec 9:9-10/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30)
8:00 am- Douglas Bludau
10:30 am- For our Parish Family
Monday, July 4, St. Elizabeth of Portugal (Gn 28:10-22a/Mt
9:18-26) (Independence Day)
7:00 am- Joe R., Emilie, Helen, Jerome & Margaret Steffek
10:00 am- Arthur & Ruby Kloesel (H’ville Rehab)
Tuesday, July 5, St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria, priest (Gn 32:2333/Mt 9:32-38)
7:00 am- Henry, Elizabeth, David, Cheryl & Celie Henke
Wednesday, July 6, St. Maria Goretti, virgin & martyr
(Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Mt 10:1-7)
7:00 am- Judge Wilbert Roznovsky
8:05 am- Pam Dornak
Thursday, July 7 (Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Mt 10:7-15)
7:00 am- William & Mary Zappe; Pete, Martha & Bill Mican
10:00 am- For Rain (Stevens)
Friday, July 8 (Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Mt 10:16-23)
7:00 am- Alvin & Annie Schneider, Sr. & Dwayne Janak
8:05 am- Bill Adair
Saturday, July 9, St. Augustine Zhao Rong, priest & martyr,
& his companions (Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Mt 10:24-33)
5:30 pm- Roy Kalisek
Sunday, July 10 (Is 55:10-11/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23)
8:00 am- Frank V. & Rosalie Henke
10:30 am- For our Parish Family

Bulletin & Radio Broadcast: In memory of William &
Mary Zappe and Pete, Martha & Bill Mican.
Vigil Light: In thanksgiving.
Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$5,759.50; Peter’s Pence$375; Manna-$948; Catholic Education-$180; Church
Endowment-$170; School Endowment-$178; Loose$1,057; Children-$85.
Anniversaries:
Deacon Sonny & Elaine Rogers
Bill & Alma (Sweet) Hrncir
Joseph & Diane Kallus
Royce & Elizabeth Rother
Raymond & Agnes Johnson
Harvey & Vivian Janak

64 years
62 years
35 years
50 years
50 years
50 years

July 3
July 4
July 4
July 4
July 7
July 9

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Charles Hrncir,
brother of Ida Bludau & Bill Hrncir; Alice Kocian of our
parish family; and, Grace Rother of St. Mary’s. May they
and all the faithful departed rest in the peace of Christ.
Perpetual Adoration – adorers are needed on Tuesdays
at 12:00 midnight, Thursdays at 4:00 a.m. and Fridays at
3:00 p.m. If you are able to spend an hour in adoration
with our Lord, please call Charlene Bradbury at 798-3224.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUNDAY, JULY 3
-Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church Feast, Dubina.
MONDAY, JULY 4 (Independence Day)
-St. John Parish Picnic, St. John. Mass 9am. Flag Raising
Ceremony 10am. Stew & Fried Chicken Dinner 10:30am.
Auction, bingo, booths & kiddy games. Music by Shiner
Hobo Band, Dujka Bros. & Red Ravens. Fun for all ages!
-No Rosary & evening prayer.
TUESDAY, JULY 5
-Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., KC Hall of Fame Room.
-Women’s ACTS mtg., 7:00 p.m., St. Joseph’s, Moulton.
-K.C.’s General meeting, 7:30 p.m., K.C. Hall.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
-Divine Mercy Study/Prayers, 7:30 p.m., Church Cry Rm
Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Helen M. Appelt,
Faith Del Castillo, Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Hubert &
Mary Grahmann, Odessa & Doug Blumberg, Danielle
Grady, Rose Thumann, Dr. Michael Moore, John D.
Henneke, Bill Gohlke, Monica Barnes, Sterlin Ritchie,
Brenda Grahmann, Ed Aulick, Ricky Skelton, Larry Appelt,
Victor Pavliska, Derrick Berger, Anita Bohuslav, Anita
Kallus, Daniel Wick, Josephine Janak, Paul Najvar, Betty
Hernandez, Gene Drozd, Irene Bordovsky, Steven
DeLaRosa, Benita Bordovsky, Soila Sanchez, Ed Kadlecek,
nursing home residents & the homebound.

Parish Movie Night - Coming SOON! Sacred Heart
Youth Group is sponsoring a parish movie night in honor
of the beatification of Pope John Paul II in the Family
Center / Cafeteria on Wednesday, July 13. The doors will
open by 5:30pm and the movie will promptly begin at
6pm. The featured film will be "Pope John Paul II"
starring Jon Voight. Admission and popcorn will be free
of charge. Other refreshments and items in honor of the
new Blessed will be sold to benefit Sacred Heart Youth
Group. Please come support our youth group and
celebrate God's goodness in Blessed John Paul II!
Fr. Tommy will be conducting a mandatory session for
ALL music ministers of the parish on Tuesday, July 26 at
7 pm in church. This training will address the upcoming
changes in the liturgy. Please save the date on your
calendar.
It’s that time again! Raffle prize donors are needed for
the Fall picnic. Please call the Rectory as soon as possible
if you are able to donate a raffle prize. Thank you!
Welcome to the parish: Crystal & John Burke; Michelle &
Bill Satterwhite, children Kyle & Trey; and, Brandon &
Jennifer Noska, children Anneliese & Ainsley.
June Baptisms: Colton Dean, son of Dustin & Kristy
Jurena Turner; and, Colsen Ledger, son of Kevin &
Nicole Fishar Dworsky.

Happy 4th of July!!!
From the Desk of Father John
On this Independence Day we do well to come together
to praise and thank God for our gift of freedom. The
United States of America is founded on a belief in God;
without God it cannot stand.
When you pick up the Declaration of Independence, the
charter which gave birth to this nation, you read: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” The founding
fathers recognized that their rights had come from God,
and that without God there would be no human rights. As
we read through the Declaration of Independence we find
that this great document does not begin with a recognition
of God only to forget Him. The conclusion is a solid
affirmation that there is no liberty or even hope for liberty
without God, and the authors state their “firm reliance on
the protection of Divine Providence.” We can easily
recall, too, that the motto of our country is stamped on all
our coins: “In God We Trust.” Another word also appears
on our coins and that word is “Liberty.” Indeed the
joining of the motto, “In God We Trust,” with the word,
“Liberty,” is no coincidence, for without God there is no
liberty.
Let us continue to thank God for our freedom, pray for
those who help defend our freedom and pray for our
government leaders that they will not forget who gives us
our freedom.
Raffle tickets for a 2010 Toyota Corolla Sport car to be
given away on July 14 are still available for purchase at
the Rectory or from Ed Scherer 798-3414. The tickets are
$5 each or 3 for $10. Proceeds benefit vocation efforts in
the Victoria Diocese.
The Sacred Heart Catholic School Cheerleaders
will be hosting a mini cheerleader camp on July
11-13 from 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon for girls PreK to
6th grade. If you would like your child to participate, please contact the school office or Debi
Bludau at 798-4728.
The Confraternity of Christian Mothers will be celebrating their 100th anniversary on Sun., July 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Mass with Bishop David Fellhauer as the celebrant. Noon
meal to follow in the Family Center with a brief program
honoring 25 & 50 year members and installation of new
officers. Anyone wishing to join may call Sandy Bujnoch
798-2829 or Barbara Grahmann 798-4167. Meal tickets
for members & their families may be purchased for $7
each (children 5 & under free) from Rhonda Brown,
Sandy Bujnoch, Barbara Grahmann, Debra Huser or at the
Rectory. Deadline to purchase tickets: Sunday, July 17.

Volunteers needed to plan 130th Sacred Heart School
Reunion - June 23, 2012. Contact Irene Bludau Knebel
georgenirene@sbcglobal.net.
Religious Education (CCD) ~~ Office 798-3124
Angela McConnell, Coordinator
Diocese of Victoria Pastoral Institute courses for religion
teachers & catechists will be offered at Sacred Heart Jr.
High Library. July 12-13: Liturgy, 6-9 pm. August 2&4:
Sacraments, 6-9 pm.
Youth members of KJT #5, Hallettsville are invited to
Splashway Water Park, Sheridan on Monday, July 11,
10am-6pm. If interested in attending, call Susan Bujnoch
798-4064 by July 8. KJT will pay the admission fee for
youth members attending on this day.
PRAYER FOR RAIN – Almighty God, we
are in need of rain. We realize now, looking up
into the clear, blue sky, what a marvel even the
least drop of rain really is. To think that so
much water can fall out of the sky, which now
is empty and clear! We place our trust in You. We are
sure that You know our needs. But You want us to ask
You anyway, to show You that we know we are
dependent on You. Look on our dry hills and fields, dear
God, and bless them with the living blessing of soft rain.
Then the land will rejoice, and the rivers will sing Your
praises, and the hearts of men will be
made glad. Amen.
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time - In some
parts of the world, irrigating fields to ensure
a reason-able harvest has always been a
difficult task. Water does not like to move uphill. It needs to
be forced in that direction. By the second century BC,
innovations in irrigation techno-logy led to the widespread
use of the Persian wheel, which employed animals - often
oxen - to move water. Yoked to an arm that turned a wheel
fitted to a cog that moved the lift buckets, the oxen could be
made to walk around and around all day. If needed, anyone
could be fitted to the yoke to ensure the flow of water for the
survival of the crops.
The Gospel this weekend speaks of an easy yoke and a
light burden. Jesus invites those who are burdened to come to
Him and to learn meekness and humbleness of heart. The
followers of Jesus are lifelong learners as they uncover an
ever deeper understanding of what it means to be a disciple.
Jesus is the teacher who continuously reveals the Father to
those who come to Him. And the yoke that one accepts is not
the burden of the law of the Pharisees, but the easy yoke of
life in Christ.
This is the difference between those oxen who turn a
Persian wheel and the disciple of Christ. The oxen go round
and round all the day long. Their circular path is never ending and though they walk the whole day, they do not go anywhere. Their labor is productive, but not life-changing. The
disciple who takes on the yoke of Christ accepts His invitation to walk with Him. In doing so, we take on the burden of

learning from Christ. Think back to the Eight Beatitudes we
heard so many months ago. Those eight precepts are the law
that Jesus expects His followers to live under, the yoke that
we take on in our Christian lives. The beatitudes are the
wellspring that nurtures our lives. 2011 Liturgical Publications Inc
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The flavor of Christian living is
bittersweet. It is an acquired taste.
Children prefer to eat things that are
sweet. Their desires are closely tied to
sugar and dessert. One of the signs that
we are entering adult life is the ability to
expand our palates beyond saccharine
categories. This shift is connected to
another dimension of the maturing
process: the recognition that many of the
experiences of adult living go beyond the
enjoyable.
Maturity understands that life is
difficult and that all of our greatest gifts
have limitations. It takes
a seasoned
eye to
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Matthew 10:16–23
“. . . what you are to say
will be given to you . . .”
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Matthew 10:24–33
“. . . nothing is covered up
that will not be uncovered . . .”
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The Bishops of the Second
Vatican Council recognized the
presence of God’s grace in the
mixed qualities of human life. In
the opening lines of the Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World, they asserted that
the church identifies with the joys,
hopes, sorrows, and anxieties of
the people of our time. Nothing
genuinely human fails to raise an
echo in the hearts of those who
follow Christ.
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“As you go, proclaim
the good news . . .”
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Matthew 10:1–7
“. . . go . . . to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.”
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“The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few.”
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“. . . your faith has
made you well.”
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perceive that some of our deepest joys
have their darker edges, that adult living
is seldom entirely sweet or sour, but
frequently a mixture of the two together.
Jesus recognizes this truth in today’s
Gospel when he pulls together two
realities, which seem to contradict
each other. He talks about a yoke that
is easy, about a burden that is light.
These conflicting images remind us how
frequently life joins together the joyful
and the sad, the easy and the difficult, the
bitter and the sweet.
What Jesus says in the Gospel is that
somehow we must find a way to take
up this easy yoke, to accept this strange
mixture that life places before us.
Today’s Gospel calls us to embrace the
compromised nature of living, believing
that life does not need to be pure and
serene to be blessed, that it is precisely in
the uncomfortable mixture of joy and
pain, of love and regret that salvation
will be found.

Q

Today
Zechariah 9:9–10
Romans 8:9, 11–13
Matthew 11:25–30

The Bittersweet Gospel

k

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.
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Jesus borrows the image of a yoke from
other Jewish teachers who spoke about the
“yoke of the Torah.” By applying this image
to his teaching and by calling it “easy,” Jesus
emphasizes the joy of following the Gospel.
Adults
When have I seen God’s blessings in a difficult
situation? How can such experiences prepare me
to face present troubles?

Children
How can I remember that God is with me not only
when my life is easy but when I struggle, not only
when I am happy but when I am afraid?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
We follow Jesus by accepting the
compromised nature of our lives.
Some parents and children may
be able to look at each other and
say, “You are all that I ever wanted
you to be.” But most of us find that
in any deep relationship there is not
only love but also resentment, not
only pride but also disappointment.
In these cases, Jesus invites
us to embrace our bittersweet
relationships for what they are,
reminding us that to do so is
God’s will.
Some people may be able to say,
“Every task to which I put my hand
was a success.” But most of us find

Meditation
Moment

Roger Bolduc died in Waterville,
Maine, after a long bout with
cancer. He saw his illness as a gift
from God. Shortly before dying,
he wrote: “Many things upon which
I placed importance in the past
seem so trivial now. . . . God has
become so real. . . . I have always
felt close to God, but I feel even
closer now. I feel that he loves me
more than ever. . . . I can feel his
power—it’s always there. I feel that
God has answered my prayers. . . .
I feel loved.”

For reflection . . .
What are some “loads” or “crosses”
I have had to carry in my lifetime?
Did any of these turn into a blessing?

You may not realize it when it
happens, but a kick in the teeth may be
the best thing in the world for you.
               Walt Disney
From Vision by Mark Link, SJ

that along with our successes, there
were dreams we were never able
to reach and failures that continue
to haunt us. In these cases, the
Gospel invites us to take up the
light burden of our life and to move
forward with the knowledge that
to carry such a yoke is to follow
the Master.
Today’s Gospel invites us to
acquire a taste for adult living. With
God’s help, we can carry the light
and heavy burdens that life
demands. We can find the wisdom
to savor the sweetness of life
wherever we find it, even in the
presence of the bitter.

S u gges t i o n s
Use one of these suggestions or one
of your own to respond to God’s
Word this week.
In the home. Identify someone in
your family with whom you struggle.
Spend some time in prayer, thanking
God for what is good in your
relationship with that person.
In the workplace or in school.
Affirm someone in your school
or office, especially if they are
someone with whom you often
disagree.
In the community. Locate a person
who is doing a good job but who
may be discouraged. Share with
him or her a blessing in your shared
situation or relationship.

A Prayer Against
Discouragement
God of Hope,
it is easy for me
to become discouraged.
Evil is close at hand. Greed,
violence, hatred, and cruelty
surround me. Help me to see that
I cannot wait to sing your praise.
Give me the wisdom
to perceive the rose amidst
the garbage, the gift
within the pain,
the hope which grows
in a barren place.
Amen.
Carry this thought in your heart as a
guide for your faith journey this week.

“Master, now you are dismissing
your servant in peace, according
to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you
have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to
the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.”      Luke 2:29–32

Simeon
(Luke 2:25–35)

Simeon, who greets the Holy
Family in the temple, is a model
in accepting the mixed nature of
living. It is only in his advanced
age that he sees the promised
Savior. He will not live to see
Jesus accomplish his mission.
But Simeon does not focus on
the limited time given to him; he
rejoices in what his eyes behold.
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Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor

Can we be happy on Earth?
Write a note
There is something special about
receiving a note of encouragement
or praise. St. Paul wrote one to
Timothy to encourage the
young minister in his work: “I
yearn to see you again, recalling
your tears, so that I may be filled
with joy” 2 Timothy 1:4.
Unlike a comment that is
heard only once, a letter or
note can be reread. Consider
sending an old fashioned
note of encouragement,
consolation, praise, or love.

Plan Your Day
Spend a few minutes each
morning planning for a good
day. Picture, in detail, how you
will spend the next 24
satisfying hours. Imagine
yourself doing good and being
a blessing to others. Then do
all you can to enjoy the day.

Catholics know that God intends us
to be happy with him in Heaven, but
does that mean we
aren’t meant to be
happy while we are
on Earth? That
depends upon
what we mean by
happy …
True happiness.
Popular
theologian C.S.
Lewis wrote,
“Aim at Heaven
and you will get
Earth thrown in.
Aim at Earth and
you get neither.”
We were made for
God and can’t be truly
happy unless we are united
with him. If we focus on things of
Earth, we will never know the meaning
of true happiness. If we focus on God,
we will know happiness even on Earth.
Peace on Earth. When trouble arises,

turn to God first. If we seek his help
before all earthly remedies, he will care
for us better than we can
care for ourselves. And we
will have the grace of
knowing God intimately
and of strengthening
our friendship with
him as never before.
Nothing life throws
our way will ever
disturb us again.
God’s loving
care. One key to
happiness is to
avoid being
attached to what
you have, or
complaining about
what you lack. We
don’t always have control over those
factors. Instead, place yourself
entirely in God’s hands. Then your
happiness won’t depend on a
changeable world but on a God who
never changes.

Holiness for all
According to Blessed Teresa
of Calcutta, holiness is the
birthright of every human
person. She said,
“Holiness is
not a luxury
for a few,
but a
simple
duty for
everyone.”
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Why do Catholics
need grace?
Grace is a free and
undeserved gift God
gives us so we can
become his adopted
children. The seven
sacraments are the
primary way
through which God
conveys grace.
There is Sanctifying

Grace which makes us holy
by the indwelling of the
Blessed Trinity (the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit).
Through this grace, we
share in God’s divine life.
There is also Actual Grace,
which gives us the help we
need to live our lives in
harmony with God’s will.
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Pray with all your heart
Even the most prayerful person falls upon dry
periods in prayer. It can become routine,
automatic, or even feel like work. Yet prayer is
lifting our hearts and minds to the one who loves
us most. With that in mind, try altering your
prayer routine.
Start with confession. It may seem unnecessary
to confess sins to the one who sees our thoughts
but prayerful confession breaks down barriers
between us and God. When we are willing to hold
back nothing from him, we can sincerely and

humbly ask for forgiveness. Then we pray with a
clean heart and a clear conscience.
Offer forgiveness. Ask God to forgive all those
who have trespassed against you, all who have
caused you suffering or given you insult or injury.
Forgive them in prayer and ask God to bless and
help them.
Pray fervently. Your Father is listening, so
make a petition, beg God’s favor, ask for his
blessing. Know that he hears your requests and
will grant all that is good for you.

Matthew 14:13-21,
Feeding the five thousand.
Jesus grieved for John the Baptist who
was his cousin. Yet when a crowd
found him, he put aside his
grief, cured their sick, and
taught them. Then he
told his apostles to
feed the large crowd.
When they replied
that they didn’t have
enough food, he
blessed what they
had and again said to
feed the crowd. To their
amazement, they did so and still had
food left over.
Jesus is telling us several things. First,
he shows us that it’s proper to grieve for

July 6 – St. Maria Goretti (1902).
Twelve year-old Maria was brutally
stabbed by her neighbor when she
wouldn’t submit to him. She forgave
him before she died hours later. Her
murder dreamed of Maria while he was
in prison and, when released 30 years
later, begged forgiveness of Maria’s
mother. He wept tears of joy at Maria’s
canonization.
July 14 - Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
(1680). A smallpox epidemic in her
Native American village left Kateri
orphaned, disfigured, and half-blind.
Introduced to Catholicism by

loved ones we lose.
Second, Jesus knows what we need.
He is fully human. He has
experienced everything
we experience, with the
exception of sin. He
knows what it’s like to
be hungry, to be
thirsty, to be tired. Jesus
doesn’t have to be told
what we want and need.
Third, we can trust Jesus to
give us what we need. Just as he
fed the five thousand he will take
care of our needs. He may not get us
everything we think we want, but if we
trust him Jesus supplies our needs.

missionaries, she was baptized at the
age of 19 and moved to a Christian
village where she lived in holiness.
July 25 - St. James (42). When Jesus
called St. James and his brother to
become apostles, they left their father
in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.
St. James was one of three
apostles to witness Jesus'
transfiguration, the
raising of Jairus'
daughter, and the
agony in Gethsemani.
St. James was the first
of the apostles
to be
martyred.

Are we excused
from Mass during
vacation?
This is actually a common and
unfortunate misconception. As
Catholics, we are bound to attend Mass
every Sunday and other Holy
Day of Obligation anywhere
the Catholic rite is
celebrated either that day or
the evening before (Canon
1247, 1248). Only a grave
cause such as the unavailability of a
priest or an infirmity may excuse us.
One primary reason for attending
Mass is to receive Jesus’ Body and
Blood. That’s not just an obligation but
an amazing gift. The Church doesn’t
want us to miss an opportunity to meet
with Christ for any avoidable reason.
However, going to Mass at a local
church can be a fun way to experience
the local customs of places we visit.
While the Mass itself doesn’t change,
parishes may have different ways of
greeting visitors, singing different
hymns, or even offer hospitality after
Mass that can help you get tips for
places to visit while you are there.
To find the nearest Catholic Church
anywhere in the United States go to
www.parishesonline.com or
www.masstimes.org.
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)
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