
August 19, 2012: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

 

LITURGY 
 

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS 
 

Sunday, August 19 (Prv 9:1-6/Eph 5:15-20/Jn 6:51-58) 

  8:00 am- Ryan & Shawn Drozd 
10:30 am- Joe P. Zappe 

Monday, August 20, St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the 

     Church (Ez 24:15-24/Mt 19:16-22)     

  7:00 am- Hubert Grahmann 
10:00 am- Julius Seitz  (H’ville Rehab) 

Tuesday, Aug. 21, St. Pius X, Pope (Ez 28:1-10/Mt 19:23-30) 

  7:00 am- Frank, Laddie & Mary Konvicka    

Wednesday, Aug. 22, The Queenship of the  

     Blessed Virgin Mary (Ez 34:1-11/Mt 20:1-16)        

  7:00 am- John & Laura Grahmann 
  8:05 am- Eddie Stock 

Thursday, August 23, St. Rose of Lima, Virgin  

     (Ez 36:23-28/Mt 22:1-14)                  
  7:00 am- David Janak 
10:00 am- Eugene Novak      (Stevens)   

Friday, August 24, St. Bartholomew, Apostle (Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 

    1:45-51)        

  7:00 am- Harry Hruzek 
  8:05 am- Alvin Schneider, Jr.; Jerry & Bertha Mozisek 

Saturday, August 25, St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest 

     (Ez 43:1-7b/Mt 23:1-12) 

 5:30 pm- Dennis Smirak 

Sunday, August 26 (Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Eph 5:21-32 or 

     5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69) 

  8:00 am- Dennis Appelt 
10:30 am- Leon Bujnoch 

 5:00 pm- For our Parish Family (Spanish Mass) 
 

Bulletin & Radio Broadcast Sponsor: In memory of 
John & Lucy Henke. 
 

Vigil Light Sponsor:  In thanksgiving for answered 
prayers.  
 

Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$5,153; Loose-$845; 
Children-$41. 

 

Anniversaries: 

Tommy & Carol Reiler 45 years Aug. 19 
Michael & Barbara Tankersley 35 years Aug. 20 
Mike & Sherry Mikeska 30 years Aug. 21 
Garry & Geraldine Dornak 30 years Aug. 21  
 

Flowers at the Altar of Sacrifice this weekend are in 
memory of Bea Heinzel for her birthday. 
 

Perpetual Adoration: Adorers are needed on 
Thursdays, 3:00-4:00 a.m. and on Fridays, 
4:00-5:00 p.m. If you are able to spend an hour 

with Our Lord in prayer and adoration, please 
call Charlene Bradbury at 798-3224. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 

-Blood Drive, 8:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Family Center. 
-St. Andrew Church Festival, Hillje. BBQ Beef & 
Sausage  Dinner 11:00 a.m. (dine in or drive-thru to go). 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 20 

-Rosary & Evening Prayers, 5:30 p.m., Church. 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21 
-Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., K.C. Hall of Fame Room. 
-Knights of Columbus Officer’s Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22 

-SHS Booster Club Hot Dog Supper, 7pm, Family Center. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 

-Diocesan School Advisory Council Workshop, 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 noon, Family Center. 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 

-Baptism Preparation Class, 9:00 a.m., Rectory. Please 
call the Rectory in advance to register for the class. 
-Covered dish supper after Spanish Mass, Family Center. 
 

Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Faith Del Castillo, 
Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Doug Blumberg, Dan & Danielle 
Grady, Rose Thumann, Bill Gohlke, Sterlin Ritchie, Ed Aulick, 
Ricky Skelton, Larry Appelt, Victor Pavliska, Anita Bohuslav, 
Irene Bordovsky, Milissa Zamora, Rhonda Janak, Chris Layton, 
Hank Morris, Denise DeBord, Frances Moore, Frank, Patrick & 
Robben Nemec, Geneva Strmiska, Lois Dornak, Patricia 
Schlageter, LaNora Konvicka, Anne Mae Technik, Grace 
Ritchie, Benedict Brosch, Chibana Alfaro, Joyce Bucek,  Frank 
Gutierrez, Sr., Delores Grahmann, Bernice Neskora, Benedict 
Bujnoch, Florence & Lorene Christ, Steve Smith, Donna 
Coldewey, Charles Christ, Braxton & Bentley Rother, Donna 
Avant, Wilbert Kalinec, Pete Canales, nursing home residents & 
the homebound. 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Agnes 

Grahmann Hemmi; and, Robert Kloppenberg, husband of 
Grace Petru Kloppenberg. May they and all the faithful 

departed rest in the peace of Christ. 
 

Those who are interested in becoming Catholic and who 
would like to receive instruction to be received into the 
Catholic Church should contact Fr. Tommy at the church 
office. Any baptized adult Catholic who still needs to 
receive the sacraments of first Penance, first Communion, 
and Confirmation, should also contact Fr. Tommy. 
 

Polaris Ranger Drawing to be held at Fall Parish 

Picnic. 1st prize: 2012 Polaris Ranger Crew 500, seating 
for 4, & 12 ft. Maxey single axle trailer (Value $11,080); 
2nd prize: $500 gift card; 3rd prize: $250 gift card. Tickets 
are $35 each (limit 1500 tickets), and are available for 
purchase at various businesses in town and at the Rectory. 

 

Parishioners are invited to an Open House on Monday, 

August 20 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Rectory in honor 

of Dorothy Jansky’s birthday and 40
th

 anniversary of 

employment with Sacred Heart Parish. Please come by 

to visit with Dorothy, and for some cake and punch.   
 



 

From the Desk of Father John 
 

   The Year of Faith is a special year. Believers around the 
world are called to renew their commitment to the faith 
that is “always the same, yet the source of ever new 
light.” Pope Benedict XVI has proclaimed a Year of Faith 
beginning October 11, 2012 and concluding on November 
24, 2013, the feast of Christ the King. 
   The start of this Year of Faith coincides with the 
anniversaries of two great events that have marked the life 
of the Church: the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council and the 20th anniversary of the 
publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
   What could be more important than our faith? It is the 
foundation of who we are as Catholic Christians and a 
gracious gift from God. Yet, in our contemporary world, 
we are increasingly vulnerable to secular movements that 
pull us away from our relationship with God. 
   From the beginning of his pontificate, Pope Benedict 
XVI has worked to gather God’s people into a fuller 
communion with one another and with the risen Lord. 
This Year of Faith is a time for us to renew our personal 
relationship with Jesus and recommit ourselves to the 
Church. We are called to give ourselves more fully to God 
by professing our faith in Jesus Christ, His only Son, and 
this faith is expressed when we profess the Creed. 
   Let us begin preparing ourselves to celebrate this Year 
of Faith.    

 

 

Sacred Heart Catholic School News 

Office (361) 798-4251 

 

Sept. 1: Annual Indian Open Golf Classic will be held at 
the Hallettsville Golf Course. Proceeds will benefit the 
teachers of SHCS. Registration forms are available at the 
golf course, school office and rectory. 
 

 

Support Our Diocesan Seminarians. A miniature 
version of the Seminarian poster 2012-2013 is available in 
the main foyer table for you to take home as a reminder to 
pray for our seminarians as they begin another year of 
seminary formation. Each poster has the seminarian's 
birthday and also the address for where they will be this 
upcoming school year, so that you can send them a note or 
gift of encouragement. In addition to the posters, there are 
black rubber bracelets with a white tab representing a 
priest's collar for you to wear to remind you to pray for 
these future priests. 
 

To read the Daily Readings online, go to  
www.catholic.org/newsletters/content/dailyreadings.php 
 

Sister M. Alberta of Incarnate Word, will give a short 
presentation of her book “Texas Footprints in the Sand” 
on Wednesday, August 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Freinch 
Simpson Library, and will have copies for sale. For more 
information, please call the library at 798-3243.  
 

 

 

Sacred Heart Parish Fall Picnic – Sunday, Sept. 2 
 

It’s time to begin advertising our Fall Picnic! Please call 
the rectory if you have antiques, cattle or any interesting 
items you plan to donate to the auction.  

Cattle:  Marcus & Marjorie Grahmann-9 mon. crossbred 
heifer; Wink & Ida Bludau- 8 mon. heifer. 

Auction: Irene Szwarc-12 collectible Barbies. 

Cash Donations: Frank & Rita Zaruba-$300; Kenneth & 
Delores Renger-$100; Lillian & William Gohlke-$100. 
 

Workers are needed. If you are not signed up to work at 
the picnic, your help is needed! Please call the Rectory at 
your earliest opportunity. 
 

Religious Education (CCD) ~Office 798-3124 

www.facebook.com/SacredHeartReligiousEducation 

Angela McConnell, Coordinator 
 

Aug. 26: Teacher’s Workshop, 1:00-5:00 p.m., Youth 
House. 

Aug. 29: All CCD Volunteers Dinner & Commissioning 
Ceremony, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Youth House. 

Sept. 5: First CCD Class. 
 

 

Sacred Heart Parish, Flatonia, Annual Garage Sale will be 
held on August 24 & 25 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time –  Unless one would 
want to live exclusively on milk, we humans kill what we 
eat. We pick living things off of plants and trees: green 
beans, cobs of corn, apples, peaches. We eat the plants 
themselves: lettuce, cabbage, herbs like parsley and basil. 
We even eat the seeds themselves, consuming that which 
could produce more: almonds, peas, wheat, which is 
crushed and ground to make bread. Our omnivore appetite 
does not stop there. We haul fish from the sea; we process 
poultry by the millions; and we slaughter livestock to 
nourish us and keep us healthy. But we should recognize 
that to provide for our well-being, we kill and consume 
what God has placed here for our use. That may seem like 
a pretty harsh description of how we live, but it is how we 
relate to food. What was once living sustains our lives. 
     In this weekend's Gospel Jesus is very direct about 
what gives us life. He says, "Unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you do not have life 
within you." Because Jesus sacrificed Himself for our 
sake upon the cross, we humans can admit that we do 
indeed kill what we eat. Taking our sins upon Himself, 
Jesus died for us, and as uncomfortable as it may be, we 
cannot avoid that reality. He died an agonizing death upon 
the cross, so that we might be freed from the power of sin 
and death. But He did not stay dead. He rose to life. 
     When we eat His flesh and drink His blood in the 
Communion that we share, we have life because of Him. 
What looks and tastes like bread and wine is the body and 
blood of Christ, and we eat and drink to be nourished with 
His life. In our Communion, we trust in His promise that 
we will live forever.    



Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year BT H E

C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

When I was in the fifth grade my teacher 
was Sr. Philomena. She was very 
committed to promoting the devotion 
of the scapular. She assured us that if 
we wore the scapular around our neck, 
we would never die without first having 
access to a priest to whom we could 
confess our sins. With this information, 
my friend Henry and I came up with a 
plan. We decided to wear the scapular 
and live lives of crime! We would do 
whatever selfish things we wanted and 
still have time before we died to be 
forgiven and go to Heaven. 

The flaw of this plan (which we thankfully 
never followed) was that it presumed 
that doing selfish and evil things would 
make us happy. We did not realize that 
the teachings of Jesus were meant to 
bring happiness and joy. Jesus makes 
this clear in today’s Gospel. He is the 
living bread. Those who follow him and 

his teachings 
will have 
life. To be 
with Jesus, 
to follow his 
Gospel is the 
way to live 
fully, both 

now and eternally. We cannot find a 
more direct way to happiness. 

People sometimes imagine that we 
should follow Jesus out of obligation. In 
one sense, this is true. We are obliged 
to do the will of God. Yet an attitude of 
obligation can distract us from a more 
fundamental truth. The very things that 
Christ asks us to do are for our own 
benefit. Avoiding them is foolish. As true 
disciples we follow Jesus’ commands 
not out of obligation but self-interest.

Self-Interest in Following Jesus

August 19, 2012

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

 

Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish, or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God.  
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week.  Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

Proverbs 9:1-6 
Ephesians 5:15-20

John 6:51-58

*

Matthew 19: 16-22
Jesus said, ‘If you wish to be 
perfect, go, sell your posses-
sions and give the money to 

the poor,…’

**

Matthew 19: 23-30
For mortals it is impossible, but 
for God all things are possible.

***

Matthew 20: 1-16
So the last will be first, and the 

first will be last.

Matthew 22: 1-14
For many are called, but few 

are chosen.

****

John 1: 41-51
“You are Simon son of John.
You are to be called Cephas.”

Matthew 23: 1-12
The greatest among you will be 

your servant.
*Memorial of Saint Bernard, abbot,

doctor of the Church
**Memorial of Saint Pius X, pope

***Memorial of the Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

****Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle

Jesus presents himself as the Bread of 
Life. Catholics fittingly understand his 
claim as a reference to the Eucharist. 
Scripturally, however, “the Bread” can also 
apply to Jesus’ teaching. Following Jesus’ 
commands is nourishment for our lives.

Adults  When have I experienced the 

teaching of Jesus as life-giving? What 

blessings have I received by following his 

word?

Children  Do I think it will be better to follow 

the commands of Jesus or to only do the 

things I want to do? Why?

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

The Church recognizes that doing what 
is good is the way to true freedom. The 
more one does what is good, the freer 
one becomes. There is no true freedom 
except in the service of what is good 
and just. Choices that lead to 
disobedience and evil can be an abuse 
of freedom and lead not to life but to 
the slavery of sin.

(See Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 # 1733).
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When Jesus asks us to be generous, 
forgiving, or honest, he is not primarily 
imposing an obligation. He is leading 
us to life. 

Being unkind and selfish will not bring 
us joy. Christ commands kindness and 
generosity because these qualities 
will lead us to love, and only love will 
make us happy. Refusing to forgive 
will not satisfy us. It will only make us 
slaves to our anger, hurt, and resent-
ment. Christ commands us to forgive 
because only by forgiving will we be 
free. Living in dishonesty and manipu-
lation will not gratify us. Satisfaction 

in life is to know that we are moral 
persons who have the respect of 
others. That is why Christ commands 
us to live with integrity.

Christ commands us to do things 
for our own good. Ignoring the 
teachings of Jesus is not some 
clever way of avoiding a burden. It is 
working against our own self-interest. 
Following Christ’s teachings is the 
most productive way to live. If we 
want happiness and joy, there is no 
other path to choose. We believe that 
Christ has the words of eternal life.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
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Carry this thought in your heart 
as a guide for your faith journey 
this week.

Jesus said to them, “I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes to 
me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.”

John 6:35

 A Prayer for Insight

Jesus said…”If you do not eat
the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood,
you will not have life in yourselves.”
                           John 6: 53

The movie E.T. contains two scenes
that deal with food. In one scene 
the young hero of the film leaves 
some candy for E.T. to show him 
he wants to be his friend. The other 
scene shows a starved E.T. raiding 
a refrigerator. Behind the warmth 
and humor of the scenes is a basic 
message. It is this: without food, 
we die – whether we are human 
or extraterrestrial. What is true of 
bodily life is also true of spiritual life.

For reflection . . .
The two episodes in E.T. and 
Jesus’ words invite me to ask, How 
appreciative am I of the Eucharist as 
my spiritual food?

Before communion the sacred Bread 
does not look 
as if christ is present in it. 
after communion we christians do 
not always look 
as if christ is present in us.
   frank sheed (adapted)
from Mission By mark link, s.J.

Meditation Moment

081912

 
God of 

Wisdom,
you guide my life 

through your commands. 
You ask me to serve others, 
to forgive, and to act justly. 

When I perceive your commands 
as difficult, allow me to see that 

they are blessings. 
Integrity leads to happiness. 

Forgiveness permits freedom. 
Service is the deepest joy. 
Your commands are not 
burdens, but pathways to 

life. Amen.

The Boy with the
Loaves and Fish

Jesus feeds a huge crowd 
in all four Gospels. But it 
is only in the Gospel of 

John that we are told that 
the five loaves and two 

fish were brought by a boy 
(John 6:9). His youth and 
insignificance remind us 
that, when we bring the 
little we have to Christ, 

miracles happen.

S U G G E S T I O N S
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Pick one of the Ten 
Commandments that helps you to 
live. Discuss how it promotes your 
happiness.

In the workplace or in school. 
Holding onto the command to love 
your neighbor as yourself, decide 
who needs your love today.

In the community. Believing that 
we are called to serve the least 
among us, identify who among you 
is most in need..
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