August 5, 2012: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

LITURGY
MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS
Sunday, August 5 (Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:2435)
8:00 am- Tyler Bludau
10:30 am- David Michael Silgero
Monday, August 6, Transfiguration of the Lord (Dn 7:9-10,
13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10)
7:00 am- Jerome Haas
10:00 am- Hilda & Hilton Elstner, Bill Sobotik (H’ville Rehab)
Tuesday, August 7, St. Sixtus II, Pope, & Companions, Martyrs
St. Cajetan, Priest (Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 14:22-36)
7:00 am- Jaro Krenek
Wednesday, August 8, St. Dominic, Priest (Jer 31:1-7/Mt
15:21-28)
7:00 am- Pete Steinberg
8:05 am- Alfons & Anastazie Janak
Thursday, August 9, St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin
& Martyr (Jer 31:31-34/Mt 16:13-23)
7:00 am- Bill Mitchon
10:00 am- Paul, Leona & Bobby Najvar (Stevens)
Friday, August 10, St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr (2 Cor
9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26)
7:00 am- Dolores Ludwig
8:05 am- Jim & Rosalie Kubicek
Saturday, August 11, St. Clare, Virgin (Hb 1:12--2:4/Mt
17:14-20)
5:30 pm- Alfons & Cecilia Grahmann, Cleo & Magdalen Muras
Sunday, August 12 (1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30--5:2/Jn 6:41-51)
8:00 am- Dolores Appelt
10:30 am- For our Parish Family

Bulletin Sponsor: Allan & Evelyn Lanik & sons.
Radio Broadcast Sponsor: Richard & Rita Donnelly.
Vigil Light: In memory of Hilda Elstner.
Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$5,819.50; Loose-$970;
Children-$29.
Anniversaries:
Deacon Joey & Mary Targac
Jack & Sandy Zaruba
Richard & Rita Wachel
Emil & LaRose Svab

40 years
30 years
58 years
59 years

Aug. 5
Aug. 7
Aug. 7
Aug. 11

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Vickie
Klimitchek of our parish family. May she & all the faithful
departed rest in the peace of Christ.
Welcome to the Parish: Justin Henke & wife Tara;
Gonzalo & Elizabeth Rosas, daughters Melody &
Elizabeth; Darius Wilson; Rodney & Charlotte Dowell,
sons Walker & William; and, Sarah Hawkins & husband
Bradley, children Tyler, Bowen & Piper.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
-St. Joseph Parish Picnic, Yoakum Community Center.
-St. Anthony’s Church Shrimporee, Palacios Recreation
Center.
MONDAY, AUGUST 6
-Rosary & Evening Prayers, 5:30 p.m., Church.
-Safe Environment Training, 6:00 p.m., Family Center.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7
-Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., K.C. Hall of Fame Room.
-K.C.’s General Meeting, 7:30 p.m., K.C. Hall.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
-Cantor/Organist Practice (new hymns), 6:30 pm, Church.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12
-St. Michael Harvest Feast, Veteran’s Park, Weimar.
Fried Chicken & Stew Dinner 11am. Auction 1pm. Bingo,
Cake Walk, Country Store, children’s games, raffle.
Music by Czechaholics, Red Ravens & Hitmen.
Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Faith Del Castillo,
Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Doug Blumberg, Dan & Danielle
Grady, Rose Thumann, Bill Gohlke, Sterlin Ritchie, Ed Aulick,
Ricky Skelton, Larry Appelt, Victor Pavliska, Anita Bohuslav,
Irene Bordovsky, Milissa Zamora, Rhonda Janak, Chris Layton,
Hank Morris, Denise DeBord, Frances Moore, Frank, Patrick &
Robben Nemec, Geneva Strmiska, Brenda Bludau, Lois Dornak,
Patricia Schlageter, LaNora Konvicka, Anne Mae Technik,
Grace Ritchie, Benedict Brosch, Chibana Alfaro, Joyce Bucek,
Frank Gutierrez, Sr., Delores Grahmann, Bernice Neskora,
Benedict Bujnoch, Florence & Lorene Christ, Steve Smith,
Donna Coldewey, Charles Christ, Braxton & Bentley Rother,
Donna Avant, nursing home residents & the homebound.

July Baptisms: Whitlee Rynn, daughter of Ryan & Lee
Anne Hastings Smolik; Adley Elizabeth, daughter of
Kevin & Sally Henke Zappe; Kenzie Renae, daughter of
Andy Guerrero & Brittany Parker; Khloe Annmarie,
daughter of Jason & Klarissa Kacir Olsovsky.
Christian Mother's Society Family Social, Lavaca
Swimming Pool, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm, Monday, August 6.
Members, husbands, and children, come out and enjoy an
evening of fun and relaxation. Members are to bring sandwiches, chips, dips, or desserts. Punch will be provided.
Those who are interested in becoming Catholic and who
would like to receive instruction to be received into the
Catholic Church should contact Fr. Tommy at the church
office. Any baptized adult Catholic who still needs to
receive the sacraments of first Penance, first Communion,
and Confirmation, should also contact Fr. Tommy.
Polaris Ranger Drawing to be held at Fall Parish
Picnic. 1st prize: 2012 Polaris Ranger Crew 500, seating
for 4, & 12 ft. Maxey single axle trailer (Value $11,080);
2nd prize: $500 gift card; 3rd prize: $250 gift card. Tickets
are $35 each (limit 1500 tickets), and are available for
purchase at various businesses in town and at the Rectory.

From the Desk of Father John
Lately we have received a number of new members into
the Catholic Church and a number of new families who
have moved into the parish. It is very important for us to
welcome all new comers to our parish family. We want
everyone to feel a part of the Sacred Heart Parish Family.
Perpetual Adoration: An adorer is needed on Thursdays,
3:00-4:00 am & Fridays, 4:00-5:00 pm. If you are able to
spend an hour with Our Lord, call Charlene Bradbury at
798-3224.
It’s time to begin advertising our Fall Picnic! Please call
the rectory if you have antiques, cattle or any interesting
items you plan to donate to the auction.
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time –
In the last few years there has been much concern over
the job market. While some states are still dealing with
significant unemployment percentages, others, such as
North Dakota with its booming energy industry, are at
nearly a record low. Commentators have been saying for
months that the unemployment statistics will weigh
heavily in this fall's presidential election. Since Pope Leo
XIII issued the encyclical Rerum Novarum in 1891, the
church has emphasized the dignity of labor as one of the
keystones of a just society and a well-ordered economy.
Unbridled capitalism has never been an accepted goal in a
theology that always seeks to uphold the common good.
In the Gospel for today, Jesus is asked by the crowd,
"What can we do to accomplish the
works of God?" after He tells them
not to work for food that will perish.
His response is that the work of God
is to believe in the One God sent.
The workplace of today is vastly different from that of
the past. Many businesses and employers have restrictions
on what an employee can even have at his or her
workstation. But there may be times when it is possible to
bear witness to the faith even in the most restrictive of
environments. Something as simple as wearing a discreet
religious emblem, or sharing a story from church on
Sunday, can gently open up a conversation about belief.
That can lead to an opportunity to share more or even the
chance to invite someone to come to church with you. A
simple response like, "I'm blessed today," to the question
of, "How are you?" can help frame one's understanding of
life in reference to God. It is then easier to share that
approach to life in a non-threatening way with others. We
don't necessarily need big signs in daily life to promote
our faith in Christ. But it is our work to do so in any way
that we can. (From “2012 Liturgical Publications Inc.”)
Roses at the Altar of Sacrifice last weekend were from the
Wilma Peterson funeral. Flowers this weekend in memory
of Dennis Smirak by Jill & Nathan Etzler.

A Lifeline for Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue…or
have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking
about it only make it worse? This program has helped
thousands of couples experiencing marital difficulty at all
levels including disillusionment and deep misery. For
confidential information or to register for the upcoming
program on August 17-19, call John or Jennifer Vincent,
361-580-2770 or email jbvjov@sbcglobal.net , or visit the
website at www.retrouvaille.org .
Safe Environment Training for new volunteers or new
employees, August 6 at 6:00 p.m. in the Family Center.
October Pilgrimage to European Marian Shrines –
Fr. Gabriel Bentil, pastor in Inez, will be the spiritual
director of a 15 day Shrines of Spain-Portugal-France
Pilgrimage October 1-15, 2012. For more information,
please see page 19 of The Catholic Lighthouse
(www.victoriadiocese.org), or to register, call Betty
Urbanovsky 979-332-3044 or Ceci Triska 979-543-8575.
A Direct Line –
A man decided to write a book about churches around
the country. He started by flying to San Francisco and
started working east from there. Going to very large
churches, he began taking photographs and making notes.
He spotted a golden telephone on the vestibule
walls and was intrigued with a sign, which read
“Calls: $10,000 a minute.” Seeking out the
pastor he asked about the phone and the sign. The pastor
answered that this golden phone is in fact, a direct line to
heaven and if he pays the price he can talk directly to
God.
The man thanked the pastor and continued on his way.
As he continued to visit churches in many cities and
towns all around the United States, he found more phones,
with the same sign, and the same answer from each
pastor.
Finally, he arrived in Texas. Upon entering a church in
the beautiful state of Texas, behold – he saw the usual
golden telephone. But this time, the sign read, “Calls: 35
cents.”
Fascinated, he asked to talk to the pastor.
“Pastor, I have been in cities all across the country and
in each church I have found a golden telephone and have
been told it is a direct line to Heaven and that I could talk
to GOD, but in the other churches the cost was $10,000 a
minute. Your sign reads only 35 cents a call. Why?”
The pastor, smiling broadly, replied, “Son, you’re in
Texas now – you’re in God’s Country. It’s a local call.”
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Living an Abundant Life

***
John 12: 24-26
“…where I am, there will my
servant be also.”

****
Matthew 17: 14-20
“…if you have faith the size of a
mustard seed…”
*The Transfiguration of the Lord
**Memorial of Saint Dominic, priest
***Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon, Martyr
****Memorial of Saint Clare, virgin
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“Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?”
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The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation (Dei Verbum), written during
the Second Vatican Council, undergirds
the Church’s teaching on the Bread of
Life. Through Christ, it is revealed that
we have access to the Father and share
in the divine nature. God’s love is so
overwhelmingly abundant that God
speaks to us as friends. God invites us,
taking us into fellowship with God’s own
self. The deepest truth about God and
our salvation is revealed in the person of
Jesus, the mediator and the fullness of
all Revelation. (DV 2)
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“…Woman, great is your faith!”
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Matthew 15: 21-28
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“Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.”

What can we do to accomplish the works
of God? This is our perennial question,
and the answer Jesus gives is to believe
in him. The work of faith is not so much
a work done by us, but faith in the works
God accomplishes in us through Jesus.
Like the crowd gathered that day, we are
constantly looking for a sign to prop up
our faith. Jesus moves the request for a
sign to a deeper level. We are called to
look beyond signs and wonder-working.
The final verses of the Gospel confront
us with a choice to take on a new way of
thinking. All along this Gospel dialogue
we are moved from material and physical
needs into a deeper spiritual realm of
Jesus as bread for life.
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Matthew 14: 22-36 (or
Matthew 15: 1-2, 10-14)
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“Take heart, son; your sins are
forgiven.”

As we enter into the scene we find
ourselves following Jesus across the lake
into the town of Capernaum, seeking
stio
ue with
this miracle worker who just fed us
the loaves and fishes. We ask, “When did
t
e w
you get here?” We are taken withhthe
STIOBut
sensational miracle just experienced.
UE
Jesus shifts the focus from the stomach
ee

Mark 9: 2-10

to the heart, encouraging us to “[work]
for the food that endures for eternal
life…”

K

Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15
Ephesians 4:17, 20-24
John 6:24-35

Today’s readings take us deeper into
the spiritual life. We begin with the daily
drop of manna for the grumbling Israelites in the desert. But that is only a day’s
worth of food. The Scriptures then take
us into Paul’s teaching to the Ephesians
that calls us to put away our old selves,
that is, to be transformed. In John’s
Gospel, Jesus reveals that he is the Bread
of Life. It remains for us to explore the
depth of meaning in this simple, often
heard phrase: the promise of our hunger
forever sated and our thirst always
quenched.
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Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish, or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.
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We are always on the lookout for signs
that God favors us (i.e., more money
or popularity). These things are not
intrinsically bad. But Jesus calls us to
conversion, to see in a totally different
way, with eyes of faith in the One sent by
God.
Adults During difficult times, how has faith in
Jesus given me a new perspective on life?

Children How would I describe the meaning
of faith in Jesus?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
In this time where messages of
scarcity bombard our senses, depression can overcome us. Thirty-three
percent of children in the U.S. are
living in poverty. News of the seesaw
Stock Market and the growing number
of homeless families is discouraging.
The question becomes: How can we
move from the prevailing messages
of scarcity to a lived reality of
abundance? After all, we do believe
in a God of abundance. “I came that
they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)
This is not a promise of an improved
material life. As Jesus reveals in the
Gospel, this view is shallow. We have
all heard that people in impoverished
countries seem to be happy. It is all
in the way we see things. When the

Meditation Moment
[Jesus said,]
“Do not work for food that spoils;
instead, work for the food
that lasts for eternal life.”
John 6:27
Publisher R. L. Sharpe will never
forget this boyhood episode. He
and his father had gone to Trussell’s blacksmith shop to have a
rake and a hoe repaired. After the
repairs were made, his father gave
Mr. Trussell a dollar. When the
blacksmith wouldn’t take it, his
father insisted. “What happened
next,” said Sharpe, “I’ll never forget.”
Mr. Trussell said to my father, “Sid,
can’t you let a body do something
now and then – just to stretch the
soul?’””

For reflection . . .
Why should “a body do something
now and then – just to stretch the
soul”? Why don’t I stretch my soul
more often?
Remember
that what you possess in the world
will be found at the day of your death
to belong to another,
but what you are will be yours forever.

			Henry Van Dyke
From Mission by Mark Link, S.J.

inner life is aglow with a conscious
awareness of the Mystery dwelling
within, joy and happiness become
visible and real.
Belief in the Bread of Life is faith in a
relationship. The Latin word for bread
is panis. Companio means one who
eats bread with another. In referring
to himself as bread, Jesus helps us to
see that he desires us to enter into the
relationship of companion with him.
Jesus walks with us on this spiritual
journey and works the divine will in
us. We are not alone, even when we
experience material or physical loss.
Instead we are abundantly rich, filled
to the brim and overflowing. It takes a
new set of eyes to see this during the
hard times. Heaven is happening all
around us if we but seek and see.

SUGGESTIONS
Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.
In the home. As a family, close each
day by writing down five things for
which you are grateful.
In the workplace or in school.
Invite co-workers to share in a
simple soup lunch and donate
the money they would spend at a
restaurant to a local soup kitchen
or food pantry.
In the community. Host a
discussion on poverty in your
geographic area or parish, inviting
participants to bring bread from
their culture to share.

Give us this day our daily bread
We pray, “Give
us this day our daily
bread.” Help us to see the
true meaning of the bread
that is You! You nourish us with
your indwelling presence. You
satisfy our hungers with a deepening
spirit. You fill the empty and lonely
places within us with abundant and
unconditional love. Open our eyes to
relish and rejoice in your daily bread.
Open our hands to share that bread
with the lonely, the lost and the
poor. May our breaking of the
bread send us into a world of
scarcity with an overflowing
heart. In your name we
pray. Amen.

Carry this thought in your heart
as a guide for your faith journey
this week.

“ …[G]ive, and it will be given
to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into
your lap; for the measure you
give will be the measure you
get back.”
(Luke 6:38)

Saint Anthony of Padua
(1195-1231)
Saint Anthony of Padua
was actually born in Lisbon,
Portugal. He eventually became a Franciscan,
preaching God’s love
and caring for the poor
throughout Italy and France.
The custom of St. Anthony’s
bread, begun in the 13th
century, is to give a loaf of
bread or alms to the poor as
a petition for Saint Anthony’s
help and intercession.
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Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor

Four ways to avoid discouragement
Get involved
Catholics have a long history of
action – feeding the hungry,
sheltering the homeless, caring
for the poor. Are you doing all
you can to help? If not, find
out if there is a parish
ministry that could use your
time, talent, or treasure.
Catholics like you are meant
to make a difference.

Run, don’t walk
If you think you don’t sin
and don’t need the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, run – don’t
walk – to the nearest
confessional. “If we say, ‘We are
without sin,’ we deceive
ourselves” (1 John 1:8).
Unconfessed sin, especially
when it goes unnoticed, forms
a barrier between us and God.
Penance, absolution, and life
amendment helps to break it
down.

“With the economy still poor, I worry
face each day.
whether I’ll have a job next year,” said
Pray the rosary. It is impossible to
Francine. Marty said,
fret while meditating on the life,
“Politicians just point fingers
sacrifice, and glory of the one who
at each other and nothing
loves you most. And it is a very strong
changes.” “Criminals are
weapon against evil both
getting younger and
within us and outside us.
crimes are more
Take a break from
violent,” said Cooper.
the news. It’s
There is enough
depressing to
bad news in the
constantly read
world to
about
make it
scandals,
seem like
violence, and
evil is
misery but that’s what’s
winning.
in the news because those are
Yet there
easy stories to get. Instead, avoid
are powerful
the news and spend time reading
steps each of us can take to not only
Scripture or inspirational books that
hold onto hope but spread peace to
lift your spirits.
others.
Don’t be a pew potato. Your parish
Attend Mass more often. In fact, try to offers real help and hope to many
make Mass several times a week. Pray for needy people in your area. Ask your
peace. And the graces you receive will
pastor or rectory staff how you can
fortify you for the extra challenges you
help.

Why do Catholics believe
Mary is our mother, too?

A Novena
Do you have a particular
concern or an upcoming
challenge? A novena – a
prayer offered over nine
consecutive
days in
preparation for a
feast day or a
special need – is a
great way to ask
for God’s
particular
help.
© Copyright 2012 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

“The Virgin Mary… is
‘clearly the mother of the
members of Christ’”
(CCC, 963). When Mary
and St. John were at the
foot of his Cross, Jesus
said to her, “’Woman,
behold your son.’ He
then said to John,

‘Behold your mother’” (John
19:26). So saying, Jesus gave
Mary to us as our mother.
Through her special
relationships with her son,
Mary is in a great position to
advocate for our needs and
concerns. She is our best
intercessor.
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Dress for Mass
The best way to dress for Mass is to put on a reverent
attitude. You can do this by arriving a few minutes
early to go over the readings so you can really
absorb their message.
The next thing you can wear to church is a
smile. That will give others the feeling that
you're happy to be there and happy to see
them, too. And of course you'll want to
don your best singing voice so you can
sing with gusto (regardless of ability) and
really participate in the Mass.

Perhaps you'll want to accessorize by tucking a
small notepad in your purse or pocket. You can
use it to jot down prayer requests,
intercessions, or thoughts from the
homily to review later. That will help
you live the Mass all week long.
Finally, as a good rule of thumb for
clothing, avoid outfits you wear to
the gym, to play a sport, or to work
in the yard – even on vacation. If in
doubt, ask your pastor.

Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48;
Nothing is worth the loss of heaven
In this passage, the disciples were
jealous of a man who was healing in
Jesus’ name. It seems as if they were
afraid of losing the spotlight.
Jesus made two important
points in response:
When someone expresses
belief in Christ, we must
respect that belief no matter
to which Christian
denomination he or she
belongs. Confessing the
truth of Jesus is what
counts. We don’t have to
give up our own Catholicism but we do
have to respect the entire Body of Christ.
Secondly, sacrifice is asked of all Jesus’
followers. What we sacrifice may even be

something we cherish. Jesus
expects us to be wholehearted in our love for
him. If there is something we prize but it
keeps us from Christ,
we must give it up.
Pride and selfgratification are the
main barriers to
completely following
Jesus and he used some
extreme examples of how
to keep on the right path
toward God. In truth, there are no
sacrifices too great to get rid of things
that keep us from following God. Love
of Jesus is what matters.

August 15 - Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Declared a
dogma of our faith in 1950 by Pope
Pius XII, the Assumption celebrates
Mary being taken up into Heaven
body and soul at the end of her life. It
is a Holy Day of Obligation requiring
Mass attendace.
August 19 – St. John Eudes (1680).
Born on a farm in France, John was a
priest and missionary. St. John is best
known for promoting the devotion to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. He
founded the Congregation of Jesus

and Mary (Eudists).
August 22 – The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. In 1954, Pope
Pius XII established this feast day to
celebrate the Coronation of Mary as
Queen of Heaven and Earth. Mary’s
queenship is rooted in scripture and
tradition. As the mother of the King,
Mary can intercede for us in Heaven.
Because of her
faithfulness
to her Son
and his
mission,
Mary is
exalted
above
even the
angels.

Why do we speak of
God as Father, Son
and Holy Spirit?
Knowledge of three persons in one
God – the Triune God - is what we call,
“a revealed truth.” The Triune God is
the core of our belief as Christians.
Knowledge of a single
god was revealed to the
Hebrews. Until then,
all peoples had a
multitude of gods they
worshiped for different
purposes.
The Old Testament
made many references
to the Messiah and to
the Spirit of God. For
example, God said, “Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness…”
(Genesis 1:26).
Still no one was able to tie all those
references into a triune god. That came
from the revelations of Jesus Christ. His
entire public ministry pointed to him
being divine. He also referred to
himself as the Son of God. His miracles
reinforced his claim. Jesus said, “And I
will pray to the Father, and he will give you
another Paraclete, to be with you forever,
even the Spirit of truth…”(John
14:16-17). Since God told us of Father,
Son and Spirit, we accept it in faith.
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
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