July 1, 2012: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

LITURGY
MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS
Sunday, July 1 (Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 1315/Mk 5:21-43 or 5:21-24, 35b-43)
8:00 am- Vincent Gaitan, Sr.
10:30 am- For our Parish Family
Monday, July 2 (2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Mt 7:1-5)
7:00 am- Joe N. Steffek
10:00 am- Dominic Konvicka (H’ville Rehab)
Tuesday, July 3, St. Thomas, Apostle (Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Mt
8:18-22)
7:00 am- John D. Henneke
6:30 pm- For the Protection of Religious Liberty
Wednesday, July 4, St. Elizabeth of Portugal (Am 5:
14-15, 21-24/Mt 8:28-34) (Independence Day)
7:00 am- Anton Steffek
8:05 am- Henry & Sylvia Kallus
Thursday, July 5, St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria,
Priest (Am 7:10-17/Mt 9:1-8)
7:00 am- Mass of Thanksgiving – Tommy & Elsie Grahmann’s
53rd Anniversary
10:00 am- Edward Belcik (Stevens)
Friday, July 6, St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr (Am
8:4-6, 9-12/Mt 9:9-13)
7:00 am- Bill Adair
8:05 am- Ernest Schulte
Saturday, July 7 (Am 9:11-15/Mt 9:14-17)
5:30 pm- Janie, Stasie & Rudy Billimek; Otilia & Jim Zissa
Sunday, July 8 (Ez 2:2-5/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a)
8:00 am- Hedy Pustejovsky
10:30 am- Henry Jalufka

Bulletin Sponsor: Lillian Haas & family in memory of
Carl Haas.
Radio Broadcast Sponsor: Allan & Evelyn Lanik & sons
Vigil Light: Living & deceased members of the Hermes
& Neskora families.
Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$4,266.50; Loose-$1,833;
Children-$49; Manna-$834; Church Endowment
Envelopes-$15; School Endowment Envelopes-$191.
Promise of Marriage: Jaime Hermes & Shane Surman
on July 7; and, Erin Schott & Bradley Haas on July 14.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Antonia Jahn
and Hubert Grahmann of our parish family. May they and
all the faithful departed rest in the peace of Christ.
Perpetual Adoration: An adorer is needed on Thursdays,
3:00-4:00 a.m. If you are able to spend this hour with our
Lord, please call Charlene Bradbury at 798-3224.
Please pray for the blessing of beneficial rainfall!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUNDAY, JULY 1
-Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church Feast, Dubina. Holy
Mass 8:45am. Fried Chicken & Sausage Dinner 11am.
MONDAY, July 2
-Rosary & Evening Prayer will not be held during the
month of July – will resume again in August.
TUESDAY, JULY 3
-Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., K.C. Hall of Fame Room.
-Closing Mass for Religious Liberty Novena, 6:30 p.m.
-Women’s ACTS meeting, 7:00 p.m., Moulton.
-K.C. General Meeting, 8:00 p.m., K.C. Hall.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4
-St. John Parish Picnic, St. John. Mass 9am. Flag Raising
Ceremony 10am. Stew & Fried Chicken Dinner 10:30am.
Auction, bingo, cake walk, country store, game booths.
Shiner Hobo Band, Dujka Brothers & Red Ravens.
-Divine Mercy Study & Prayer Group will not meet.
THURSDAY, JULY 5
-First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 6 pm in
church. Intention this month: religious freedom & rain.
-Holy Hour for priestly vocations, 7:00 p.m. in church.
FRIDAY, JULY 6
-First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament ends
with Benediction at 6:00 p.m. in church.
SATURDAY, JULY 7
-Serra Club Mass, Sacred Heart, Flatonia, 8:30 a.m.
Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Faith Del Castillo,
Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Doug Blumberg, Dan & Danielle
Grady, Rose Thumann, Bill Gohlke, Sterlin Ritchie, Ed Aulick,
Ricky Skelton, Larry Appelt, Victor Pavliska, Anita Bohuslav,
Irene Bordovsky, Milissa Zamora, Rhonda Janak, Chris Layton,
Larry Korenek, Hank Morris, Denise DeBord, Frances Moore,
Frank, Patrick & Robben Nemec, Geneva Strmiska, Brenda
Bludau, Lois Dornak, Patricia Schlageter, LaNora Konvicka,
Anne Mae Technik, Grace Ritchie, Benedict Brosch, John
Schlageter, Chibana Alfaro, Lambert Pollock, Frank Gutierrez,
Sr., Delores Grahmann, Joyce Bucek, Bernice Neskora, Willie
Mae Peterson, Benedict Bujnoch, Florence & Lorene Christ,
Steve Smith, Donna Coldewey, nursing home residents & the
homebound.

The Rectory will be closed on Wednesday, July 4th.
Anniversaries:
Deacon Sonny & Elaine Rogers
Wilton & Alma Hrncir
Royce & Elizabeth Rother
Richard & Frances Henke
Raymond & Agnes Johnson

65 years
63 years
51 years
40 years
51 years

July 3
July 4
July 4
July 6
July 7

Welcome to the Parish: Michael & Tracey Hynes,
children Ty & Madelyn; Karen Mudd; William & Christie
Roberts, daughter Eve; Justin & Lindsey Barnes; Scot &
Jaclyn Smith, children Dawson & Brenna.
Please pray for vocations to the
priesthood & religious life!

From the Desk of Father John
Our closing Mass for the Novena for Religious Liberty
will be on Tuesday, July 3 at 6:30 p.m.
The “Fortnight for Freedom” is a period of prayer,
education and action in support of religious freedom
initiated by the Catholic bishops of the United States. The
bishops called for this period of prayer, education and
action in a statement titled Our First, Most Cherished
Liberty issued earlier this spring.
This statement, written by the bishops’ ad hoc
Committee on Religious Liberty, outlined the bishops’
concerns over threats to religious freedom both at home
and abroad.
“We need…to speak frankly with each other when our
freedoms are threatened,” the bishops wrote, and “now is
such a time. As Catholic bishops and American citizens
we address an urgent summons to our fellow Catholics
and fellow Americans to be on guard, for religious liberty
is under attack, both at home and abroad,” the bishops
wrote.
Thank you to all who attended the opening Holy Hour
and all who have been praying the novena throughout the
week.
The Knights of Columbus open meeting with the
installation of officers will take place at 8:00 p.m. sharp at
the K.C. Hall after the closing Mass on Tuesday.
June Baptisms: Zander Sergei, son of Daniel & Elena
Grahmann; Eylen Carr, son of Ryan McElroy & Belinda
McElroy; Wyatt Craig, son of Joshua & Kari Stephens;
and, Blair Ashten, daughter of Chris & Katy Ranly.
Registration for the Fall Adult Formation Bible Study
Classes: This Fall, beginning on September 4, Fr. Tommy
will be offering a Bible Study on the book of Revelation.
This is an 11-week study over what is probably the most
popular and misunderstood book of the Bible.
Please call Fr. Tommy at the church office to register,
so that the appropriate workbook materials may be
ordered for each student. The registration deadline is July
31. The cost of the workbook is $20, but will not be
collected until the first day of class on September 4. A
schedule of the Fall classes is available on the table at the
main entrance of the church.
Christian Mothers – reminder to mail your annual dues
of $6 to Rhonda Brown, 526 C.R. 131AA, Hallettsville.
Annual induction ceremony will be held on Wednesday,
July 25. If you are interested in joining, please contact
Barbara Grahmann at 798-4167.
Fr. Phi Nguyen, IWBS Chaplain, will celebrate Mass and
healing prayer on Saturday, July 7 at 10:00 a.m., Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Victoria.

Blessed be the Lord, who has heard the sound of
my pleading. Ps 28:6

Jr. & Sr. High School girls & their parents are invited to
join the Sisters of the Incarnate Word for a day of prayer,
information, games, stories, food & fun on July 29, 2012.
The day begins with mass at 8:30 a.m. and ends with
evening praise at 5:00 p.m. For information or to register,
call Sr. Louise Marie Jones at 361-575-7111.
Acme Mausoleum – We wish to thank everyone for the
warm reception given to the representative visiting
families in the parish concerning our new mausoleum,
which will be built in Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery.
The active survey part of the program is scheduled to be
completed within the next few weeks with the final size to
be determined by the number of families selecting spaces
now. Only those families who contract for space during
the program will be assured of having a burial space in
the mausoleum. All burial spaces are reserved on a first
come basis. Prices vary and payment plans are available.
Therefore, anyone seeking information should send in the
card that was enclosed with your brochure to Sacred
Heart Church or call the Rectory. Act now! Only a few
weeks remain on our survey period.
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Liberty and freedom are
words that carry significant meaning. In the past year and a
half we've seen those words bandied about in a myriad of
contexts. Across the Arab world young and old, men and
women, have all used those two words to talk about their
hopes and desires for their countries. In the United States,
bishops speak about liberty in reference to the right to be free
from government regulations in the practice of one's faith. In
China, the words are often used in an economic context,
while having little to do with other aspects of society,
especially as far as politics is concerned.
While freedom may be a concept debated by officials, for
many individuals it is a concrete desire. For some people,
freedom comes down to the very practical day-to-day
experiences of being free from hunger, being free from
oppressive labor conditions, or being free from illness. The
woman with the hemorrhages in this weekend's Gospel was
longing to be freed from her illness, something that she had
endured for a dozen years. Freedom, for her, meant that she
would no longer carry the burden of a debilitating sickness.
A quick review of our country's involvement in the events
of the Arab Spring show just how difficult it is to have any
effect on the liberty of another if we are not the proximate
oppressor. In the same way, we cannot easily remove the
burdens of illness, homelessness, or unemployment from
those around us who may suffer from these troubles. What
we can do is stand with them, and offer them our support and
love. In the Gospel, people from the synagogue official's
house told him to give up on a cure because his daughter was
dead. But Jesus told him, "Do not be afraid; just have faith."
Those are words that we can use as well, as long as we are
willing to support and console those who are held bound by
suffering. (2012 Liturgical Publications Inc)

Happy Fourth of July!!!!
Pray for Religious Freedom!!!
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Love Breaks Barriers

Matthew 9:14–17
“The wedding guests cannot
mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them…”
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Because humanity shares in the very life
of God, we are called to a fullness of
life that surpasses this earthly domain.
All are united through this fundamental
condition of human life in God. Thus, all
are called to have faith in the promise
to share eternal life with the Lord. This
sacred promise carries a responsibility
to be a life-giver to others (Evangelium
Vitae [The Gospel of Life] 2).
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“Follow me.”

The Faith
of the Church
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Matthew 9:9–13
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Matthew 9:1–8
“…your sins are forgiven.”

be touched
by them, even
though that
touch would
have made him
unclean.
The hemorrhaging woman and the
father of the dead girl, Jairus, came to
Jesus because they had heard of him
and in faith they brought their desperation directly to him. They did not hold
back, in spite of the crowds. They
risked all, publically, and were met with
compassion and love.
God, the author of life, has fashioned
creation and all of its creatures to share
in the divine gift of life. In fact, life is the
ultimate purpose of creation. With these
two stories Mark teaches us that Jesus
has power over disease, sin, and death.
And at the heart of Jesus’ ministry are
life, love, and compassion.
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“Go!”
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Matthew 8:28–34
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“Do not doubt but believe.”
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John 20:24–29

ns

Matthew 8:18–22
“…the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.”

Q

Wisdom 1:13–15; 2:23–24
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13–15
Mark 5:21–43

In today’s Gospel Saint Mark uses the
literary device of placing one narrative
inside another. Each story helps us
interpret the other, so that we may grasp
the Word of God in a deeper context.
Within the two stories there are two
unnamed females as focal points: one
a woman and the other a girl. In the
religious culture of Jesus’ day, both are
outcasts or marginalized.
The older woman suffered with
hemorrhaging for twelve years and could
not be cured. Her bleeding made her
ritually unclean and unable to participate
in everyday life or religious celebrations. The other, a twelve-year-old girl,
was dead when Jesus arrived. People
stio
ue out
were already mourning and carrying
their death ritual with flutes and loud
th
w
cries of distress. In death, she, too, ewas
STIO
considered ritually unclean. Yet, inUEboth
cases, Jesus was not afraid to touch or
Q

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

e w

Faith is evident in the Gospel stories
for today. We hear Jesus explain to the
woman that her faith saved her. And
after Jairus was told his daughter died,
Jesus reassures him: “Do not fear, only
believe.” Faith in Jesus opens the way to
healing and life in abundance.
Adults
How has my faith brought me through
desperate times?

Children
When have I gone to Jesus with problems or
hurts? What happened?

*Saint Thomas, Apostle

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
Made in the image and likeness of God,
we are called to stand in God’s love
and show compassion for everyone.
Just as in the Palestinian culture of
Jesus’ day, our own culture puts up
barriers toward some people and treats
others as if they have more value.
We need to pay attention to those
excluded from our community as
well as those expelled from religious
practice in our own day. Barriers that
separate and divide a community from
God are wrong. We must remember
Jesus’ teaching of sharing love with
those who are outcast.
God is at the center of life, and we
must act accordingly, excluding no

SUGGESTIONS

person from his love and life.
Sometimes we find ourselves shying
away from contact with people we
think of or society has labeled as
undesirable. But the readings for this
week challenge us to move beyond
our comfort zone.
Each of us is gifted with the ability to
bring life and love into the lives of the
desperate in our world. We are called
to take the time to uncover and use
those gifts to break down the barriers
that separate any woman, man, or
child from the family of God.

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.
In the home. As a family, put
aside the money you would
spend eating out this week/
month and donate it to a
ministry that touches your heart.
In the workplace or in school.
Research outreach programs
in your area and choose one to
which your group could dedicate
time, talent, and treasure.
In the community. Explore ways
your parish can be involved
with care for the dying through
hospice, AIDS outreach, or
hospital ministries.

Help Us Share Your Love

Meditation
Moment

Sandra Hook, a Canadian teacher,
was doing volunteer work for Mother
Teresa in the slums of India. One day
she was asked to bathe a woman
covered with sores. She shuddered at
the thought. Then she recalled what
Mother Teresa had said: “When you
touch the poor, touch them as though
you are touching the loving Jesus.” At
that moment, Sandra saw the woman
through the eyes of faith and had no
difficulty bathing her. It was this kind
of childlike faith, also, that healed the
woman in today’s gospel.

We give
thanks, loving God, for
all the ways and times you
comforted us during duress,
healed us from pain, and led us to
new life. Move our hearts to bring
your love, compassion, and healing to
others. Where we find suffering, may
we bring comfort. When face-to-face
with the poor, may we bring support.
In encounters with the dying, may
we bring hope and peace. When we
meet one who has been cast out,
may we offer welcome. Grant
us the courage to live life to
the fullest and to invite all
into that fullness.
Amen.

For reflection . . .
What is childlike faith? How is it
acquired and deepened? What keeps
me from being more childlike in my
faith?

Faith is the eye that sees Him, the
hand that clings to Him, the receiving
power that appropriates Him.
Frederick James Woodbridge
From Mission by Mark Link, SJ

Carry this thought in your heart
as a guide for your faith journey
this week.

I do not mean that there should
be relief for others and pressure
on you, but it is a question of
a fair balance between your
present abundance and their
need, so that their abundance
may be for your need, in
order that there may be a fair
balance.

Blessed Damien de Veuster
(1840 -1889)

Blessed Damien de Veuster
(d. 1889) was a Belgian
missionary who worked
with lepers at Molokai. He
worked for twelve years in
the leper colony before he
was diagnosed with leprosy.
He worked for four more
years, dying at the age of
49. Father Damien’s feast is
celebrated on May 10.
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Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor

What secrets do good stewards know?
God is always present
Although the world around is
changing, God stays the same. He
can be trusted to provide love,
support, strength, patience,
wisdom, insight, and
creativity when we ask.
"For I the Lord do not change;
therefore you, O sons of Jacob,
are not consumed"
(Malachi 3:6).

Have a good day
every day
Start the morning by
offering the day to God and
spend a few minutes counting
your blessings. Then do all you
can to enjoy the day. Don't let
life's minor irritants affect your
mood. End the day with a
short prayer of thanks.

Pray the Rosary
Daily recitation of the Rosary
is a powerful way to obtain
peace for the world, avoid sin,
and grow in holiness. It helps
us meditate on the life, death,
and glory of Jesus and his
mother. By commemorating
these events
in our
salvation
history, we
are
reminded
to thank
and praise
God for
them.
© Copyright 2012 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Everything we have and all that we are
is given to us by God because he loves
us and trusts us to be good stewards of
his love gifts. A good steward receives
God’s gifts gratefully,
cherishes them
because they
come from
God, shares
them, and returns
them to God with
interest. But that
requires
knowing the
secrets of good
stewardship:
Stewardship
flows from
love. Good
stewards are always aware of what God
has given them and are deeply grateful.
They know that they didn’t earn their
talents or resources and understand that
they come from a Father who asks only
for true love in return.

Giving feels good. Part of stewardship
is sharing God’s gifts with those in
need, whether
it is our time,
talents, or
treasure. It feels
good to be able
to meet another person’s
needs in this way.
Stewards are
instruments. Stewardship
is actually God’s love
flowing through us and
pouring out through us to
reach his other children.
The good steward joins in
God’s own generous nature by
acting as God’s hands on Earth.
God’s purpose is the point. When
we waste our talents, dawdle in
pointless pursuits, or squander our
resources, we put our own desires first
ahead of God’s will. Stewardship is
living out a commitment to be
God-centered rather than self-centered.

What is a
Sacrament?
“The sacraments are
efficacious signs of grace,
instituted by Christ and
entrusted to the Church,
by which divine life is
dispensed to us”
(CCC 1131).
We have seven
sacraments: Baptism,
Confirmation, Eucharist,

Reconciliation, Anointing of the
Sick, Matrimony, and Holy
Orders. While the sacraments
are not the only way we can
receive grace, they are the
normal way in which we do.
The Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are united in love.
Grace allows us to participate
in that divine love.
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The best way to pray
Sometimes we pray to get what we want or need.
Sometimes we pray for guidance. But the best reason to
pray – and the reason Jesus prayed – is to join ourselves
to God. But there is no one way to do that.
When his disciples asked Jesus to teach them
to pray, he taught them the “Our Father.” It is
a prayer of praise and gives God the glory
that he is due. It is also a petition in which
we ask God to provide what we need.
Third, it asks for forgiveness and the
strength to be forgiving.

And last, it is an acknowledgement that
God knows what is best for us and reminds
us to submit to his will rather than our
own.
God hears all prayers, but he wants
to know that we are committed to
that for which we are asking. Jesus
said to be persistent and continue
to ask for God’s help, seek God’s
will, and open the door to God’s grace
in our lives.

John 6:60-69,
“To whom shall we go?”
This Gospel comes at the end of Jesus’
Bread of Life Discourse in which he
explained the meaning of the
Eucharist. Many, if not most, of
his disciples couldn’t handle the
idea of eating Jesus’ body or
drinking his blood. They
walked away.
Jesus didn’t go after them.
He didn’t say, “Let’s
dialogue about it.” He
presented truth to them.
They had to accept it or
reject it. Those who
accepted it were welcomed by Jesus;
those who rejected him were free to
do so.
However, his apostles didn’t leave.

Why not? As Peter said, “Master, to
whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and
are convinced that you
are the Holy One of
God.” Peter recognized his dependence
on Jesus as the source
of life itself, as did the
other apostles.
When we’re faced with
questions, doubts,
problems, or discouragement,
Peter’s words point the way for us.
“Master, to whom shall we go?”
Nobody else can do for us what Christ
does. No one else brings us eternal life.

July 16 – Our Lady of Mount
Carmel (1251). A large monastery was
built on Mount Carmel to honor the
Mother of God. Carmelite tradition
holds that she appeared to St. Simon
there and gave him a scapular. Wearing
one is a popular way to honor the
Blessed Mother.
July 22 – St. Mary Magdalene (1st
century). Mary Magdalene was the
woman from whom Jesus expelled
seven demons (Luke 8:2). She helped
to financially support Jesus’ ministry
and stood at the foot of his Cross with
his mother. Known as the “Apostle to

the Apostles,” she was the first to
inform the Apostles of Jesus’ Resurrection.
July 25 - St. James (42). When Jesus
called St. James and his brother to
become apostles, they left their father
in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.
St. James was one of three to witness
Jesus' transfiguration, the raising of
Jairus' daughter,
and the
agony in
Gethsemani. St.
James was
the first of
the
apostles to
be martyred.

Why does each Gospel
have an account of
Jesus’ Crucifixion?
The Crucifixion was such a significant
event that each Gospel includes a version.
In fact, the Crucifixion affects all of God’s
people. The story of Adam and Eve tells
of how our first parents
disobeyed God in an effort
to be like gods themselves.
That disobedience caused us
to live in exile in toil and
pain. Heaven became closed
to all people.
The Old Testament,
especially the book of
Isaiah, gives many prophecies about the
coming of the Messiah, the one who will
redeem people from their sins through
his sufferings. He will take upon himself
the punishments we deserve for our
misdeeds. The Messiah would open
Heaven again.
Christ’s birth, life, passion, and death
fulfill those prophecies. It is through
Christ’s Crucifixion that the disobedience
of Adam and Eve was finally overcome.
When Jesus died on the cross, he brought
salvation to humanity. We became the
adopted children of God by baptism. As
prophesied, Jesus redeemed us from sin
and by his Crucifixion opened Heaven to
us again.
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
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