June 17, 2012: Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time

LITURGY
MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS
Sunday, June 17 (Ez 17:22-24/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34)
8:00 am- For our Parish Family
(Father’s Day)
10:30 am- Father’s Day Novena
Monday, June 18 (1 Kgs 21:1-16/Mt 5:38-42)
7:00 am- Rose Melnar
10:00 am- Father’s Day Novena (H’ville Rehab)
Tuesday, June 19, St. Romuald, Abbot (1 Kgs 21:17-29/Mt
5:43-48)
7:00 am- Father’s Day Novena
Wednesday, June 20 (2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14 /Mt 6:1-6, 16-18)
7:00 am- Father’s Day Novena
8:05 am- Henry Jones
Thursday, June 21, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious (Sir 48:114/Mt 6:7-15)
7:00 am- Frances & Charles Novak
10:00 am- Father’s Day Novena (Stevens)
Friday, June 22, St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. John
Fisher, Bishop, & Thomas More, Martyrs (2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18,
20/Mt 6:19-23)
7:00 am- Mass of Thanksgiving – Charles & Dorothy Jansky’s
50th Anniversary
8:05 am- Father’s Day Novena
Saturday, June 23 (2 Chr 24:17-25/Mt 6:24-34)
5:30 pm- Father’s Day Novena
Sunday, June 24, The Nativity of St. John the Baptist (Vigil:
Jer 1:4-10/1 Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17. Day: Is 49:1-6/Acts
13:22- 26/Lk 1:57-66, 80)
8:00 am- James Grahmann
10:30 am- Father’s Day Novena
5:00 pm- Leo Flores (Spanish Mass)

Bulletin & Radio Broadcast Sponsor: In memory of
Gus Werner, Jr.
Vigil Light: Special intention for health.
Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$5,375.50; Loose-$1,045;
Children-$237.
Promise of Marriage: Tara Jean Downs & Justin Wayne
Henke on June 30.
Anniversaries:
Tom & Monica Foyt
Larry & Judy Appelt
Hubert & Mary Grahmann
Alfred & Mary Jonietz
Kevin & Janice Busselman
Leonard & Fannie Lamza
Charles & Dorothy Jansky
Lupe & Lena Partida

45 years
35 years
60 years
58 years
25 years
64 years
50 years
63 years

June 17
June 18
June 18
June 20
June 20
June 21
June 23
June 23

Pray for vocations to the priesthood & religious life!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MONDAY, JUNE 18
-Rosary & Evening Prayer, 5:30 p.m., Church.
-Vacation Bible School, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
-Catholic Daughters meeting, 7:00 p.m., Family Center.
TUESDAY, JUNE 19
-Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., K.C. Hall of Fame Room.
-Vacation Bible School, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
-Serra Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Jalisco’s Café.
-K.C. Officer’s Meeting, 7:30 p.m., K.C. Hall.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
-Vacation Bible School, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
-Divine Mercy Study/Prayers, 7:30 p.m., Church Cry Rm.
THURSDAY, JUNE 21
-Vacation Bible School, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
FRIDAY, JUNE 22
-Vacation Bible School, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, JUNE 24
-Baptism Preparation Class, 9:00 a.m., Rectory. Please
call the Rectory in advance to register for the class.
-Sts. Peter & Paul Parish Picnic, Plum. Mass 10am.
Sausage & Fried Chicken Dinner 11am. Auction, cake
walk, country store, children’s games, music.
-Covered Dish Supper after Spanish Mass, Family Center.
Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Faith Del Castillo,
Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Doug Blumberg, Dan & Danielle
Grady, Rose Thumann, Bill Gohlke, Sterlin Ritchie, Ed Aulick,
Ricky Skelton, Larry Appelt, Victor Pavliska, Anita Bohuslav,
Irene Bordovsky, Milissa Zamora, Rhonda Janak, Chris Layton,
Larry Korenek, Hank & Marion Morris, Denise DeBord,
Frances Moore, Frank, Patrick & Robben Nemec, Geneva
Strmiska, Brenda Bludau, Lois Dornak, Patricia Schlageter,
LaNora Konvicka, Anne Mae Technik, Grace Ritchie, Benedict
Brosch, John Schlageter, Chibana Alfaro, Lambert Pollock,
Frank Gutierrez, Sr., Delores Grahmann, Joyce Bucek, Bernice
Neskora, Willie Mae Peterson, Benedict Bujnoch, Florence &
Lorene Christ, Steve Smith, Hubert Grahmann, nursing home
residents & the homebound.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Edward Mika,
brother of Jerry Mika of our parish family. May he & all
the faithful departed rest in the peace of Christ.
Catholic Daughters End of Year Meeting, June 18, 7:00
p.m., Family Center. A Salad Supper & Bunco will follow
the meeting. All members are encouraged to attend to
make this a fun evening! Bring your favorite salad or
dessert!
Jr. & Sr. High School girls & their parents are invited to
join the Sisters of the Incarnate Word for a day of prayer,
information, games, stories, food & fun on July 29, 2012.
The day begins with mass at 8:30 a.m. and ends with
evening praise at 5:00 p.m. For information or to register,
call Sr. Louise Marie Jones at 361-575-7111.
Manna Food Pantry collected 2200 lbs. of food that was
collected by the Post Office.

From the Desk of Father John
What price would you pay for freedom? In the exhilarating action epic “For Greater Glory”, an impassioned
group of men and women risk everything for family, faith
and the very future of their country – as the film’s adventure unfolds against the long-hidden, true story of the
1920’s Cristero War – the daring people’s revolt that
rocked 20th Century North America.
Academy Award nominee Andy Garcia headlines an
acclaimed cast as General Gorostieta, the retired military
man who at first thinks he has nothing personal at stake as
he and his wife (Golden Globe winner Eva Longoria)
watch Mexico fall into a violent civil war. Yet the man
who hesitates in joining the cause will soon become the
resistance’s most inspiring and self-sacrificing leader, as
he begins to see the cost of religious persecution on his
countrymen…and transforms a rag-tag band of rebels into
a heroic force to be reckoned with. The General faces
impossible odds against a powerful and ruthless government. Yet it is those he meets on the journey – youthful
idealists, feisty renegades and, most of all, one remarkable
teenager named Jose – who reveal to him how courage
and belief are forged even when justice seems lost.
In today’s religious liberty landscape, it is very
important to see this inspirational movie.
I normally do not recommend movies, but in this case I
highly recommend “For Greater Glory”.
Registration for the Fall Adult Formation Bible Study
Classes: This Fall, beginning on September 4, Fr. Tommy
will be offering a Bible Study on the book of Revelation.
This is an 11-week study over what is probably the most
popular and misunderstood book of the Bible.
Please call Fr. Tommy at the church office to register,
so that the appropriate workbook materials may be
ordered for each student. The registration deadline is July
31. The cost of the workbook is $20, but will not be
collected until the first day of class on September 4. A
schedule of the Fall classes is available on the table at the
main entrance of the church.
Perpetual Adoration: An adorer is needed 3:00-4:00
a.m. on Thursdays. If you are able to spend this hour with
our Lord, please call Charlene Bradbury at 798-3224.
Sacred Heart School Final Registration, Wed., June 27
9am-1pm & 3-6pm, Cafeteria. All high school students &
their parents must come to finalize schedules. All fees &
1st month’s tuition must be paid at registration. Please call
the school office if you have questions or concerns.
Diocesan Boy’s Vocation Camp, Cooper’s Farm, July
15-18. Please call Fr. Tommy for application forms. This
camp is open to young men who have completed 8th Grade
through 21 years of age. This camp is staffed by the
Diocesan Seminarians and some of the junior clergy of
the diocese. Spaces are limited, so sign up today!

Sacred Heart School All Alumni Reunion, June 23, KC
Hall. Don’t forget to send in your RSVP’s!
Masses sent to area priests: Marvin Pekar-2; Willard &
Irene Hagendorf-16; Eugene Mucala-7; Edna Haas-6;
Betty Hernandez-2; June Janak-7; David Kostelnik-4;
Gilbert Butschek-23; Lawrence Grubert, Sr.-80; Helen
Appelt-17; Annie Henke-12; living & deceased members
of Catholic Financial Life-6; Frank Matula-4; living &
deceased members of CDA Court 797-9; Anita Kallus-18;
Dr. Michael Moore-2; Chris Jares-10; Josephine Janak14; Emmerlin Dworsky-13; living & deceased members of
Christian Mothers-4; Irene Carley-6; Bea Heinzel-27;
Julie Whiddon-16; Elizabeth Fuller-6; Raymond Ben
Steffek-32; Curley Englehardt-4.
Give Them a Day
What shall you give to one small child?
A glamorous game, a tinseled toy,
a train that runs on curving track?
A picture book, a real live pet?
No, there’s plenty of time for such things yet.
Give them a day for their very own –
just one small child and his dad alone.
A walk in the woods, a run in the park,
a fishing trip from dawn til dark,
give the gift that only you can –
the companionship of their Old man.
Games are outgrown, and toys decay,
but a child will never forget
if you “give them a day”.
Father’s Day Prayer –
Father, it is Your Commandment that we should honor
our fathers; hear the prayers we offer You for them.
Grant them many years on earth and keep them in
health of mind and body. Bless their word and all they
do. Give them back a hundred-fold whatever they have
done for us. Inspire them with Your love and help them
to fulfill Your holy law. One day, may we be their
comfort and support, so that having enjoyed their
affection on earth we may have the joy of
being with them forever in Your home in
Heaven. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Happy Father’s Day! Please pray for all
fathers – living & deceased.
SACRED HEART CHURCH ENDOWMENT FUND –
In memory of Leon Kahanek, Jr.: Mike & Jenny
Heller-$50; Peoples State Bank-$10; Louis M. Pearce,
Jr. Family-$400. In memory of Herman Hanslik:
Peoples State Bank-$10; Moriarty Consulting, Inc.-$50.
In memory of Marvin Patek: Jim & Marcie Appelt$15; Peoples State Bank-$10. In memory of Sylvia
Kallus: George & Bernadette Kramer Family-$100.
In memory of Henry Matula: Mike & Janice Jares-$10

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Growing season is in
full swing in most of the country. Aside from corn, beans,
and peas - vegetables whose seeds we actually eat - most
seeds are tiny specks that belie the immense growth that is
contained in their potential.
It is no wonder then that Jesus would use the image of
a sprouting seed to describe the kingdom of God. After
His death and resurrection, a few followers began
spreading the good news about this man who offered
salvation. The message sprouted in small communities
around the Mediterranean and those adherents to the Way
soon began to attract others. Even in the midst of bitter
persecution the followers of Christ would refuse to
abandon their faith. Like a stubborn, persistent plant, the
believers refused to give up. The kingdom would continue
to grow.
Even though the message of Jesus is two thousand
years old, the kingdom of God still has a lot of room for
growth. Like any plant, it needs to be nurtured, watered,
and fertilized. That is our work as men and women who
believe in Christ. We have to act on the teachings of Jesus
in our lives each day. But also like any
plant, it is God who gives the growth.
We should not be so presumptuous as
to think that if we just care for enough
poor or preach enough sermons or
teach enough children, that the kingdom of God will come
about. It will come to fulfillment, but in God's good time.
2012 Liturgical Publications Inc

SACRED HEART CHURCH ENDOWMENT FUND –
In memory of Alvin Lorke: Wells Fargo Bank-$50. In
memory of Theresa Steffek: Billy & Brenda Mitchon$20; Monte & Arleen Werner-$20. In memory of
Ernest Chaloupka: Pat & Helen Zabransky-$20. In
memory of Marvin Patek, Leon Kahanek, Jr., Frank
Rocha & Paul Najvar, Sr.: Knights of Columbus
Council #2433-$100. In memory of Frank Rocha:
Jerry & Margaret Kallus-$15; Mary Ann Pavliska-$10;
Helen Mitchon-$20.
SACRED HEART CCD PROGRAM – In memory of
Paul Najvar, Sr.: Bill & Cindy Caraway Family-$15.
SACRED HEART CHURCH MUSIC FUND –
In memory of Leon Kahanek, Jr. & Marian Schimcek:
Marcus & Marjorie Grahmann-$40. In memory of
David Morisak & Frank Rocha: Bob Kubena-$40.
SACRED HEART SCHOOL ENDOWMENT FUND –
In memory Leon Kahanek, Jr.: Hallettsville Livestock
Commission-$25. In memory of Elizabeth Hermes &
Anton Bujnoch, Sr.: Alton Grahmann-$40. In memory
of Ernest Chaloupka: Leo & Evelyn Hoffer-$20. In
memory of Max Machac: Billy & Virginia Grafe-$25;
Dennis & Jan Marek-$100; Brian & Amy Amsden
Family-$100. In memory of Marian Schimcek:
Dorothy Bujnoch-$10. In memory of Paul Najvar, Sr.:
Cindy Matula & Fernando Sotelo-$100

SACRED HEART SCHOOL OPERATING FUND –
In memory of Josephine Janak: John & Laverne
Trojcak-$10. In memory of Marvin Patek: Leon &
Nancy Etzler-$10. In honor of Bill Bludau’s 80th
Birthday: Charles & Dorothy Jansky-$15; Arthur Etzler,
Jr.-$40. In memory of Max Machac: Mark & Karen
Janak Family-$20; Marilyn & Marvin Roskey-$25;
Cindy & Warren Mirtsching-$25; Gene & Irma Janda$20; Dennis & Suzette Janda-$20; Dale Janda &
Melissa-$20; Keith & Tammy Howard-$20; Lora Janda$10; Jim & Camille Miller-$50. In memory of Edwin J.
Stock: Virginia Pustka & family-$25. In memory of
Theresa Steffek: Margaret Konvicka-$10; Viola
Konvicka-$15. In honor of Daniel & Helen Pesek’s 50th
Anniversary: Paulie & Anita Pesek-$20. In memory of
Lucy Lednicky: Leon & Nancy Etzler-$20. In memory
of David Morisak: Roger & Beverly Janak-$20; Robert
& Barbara Grahmann-$10. In memory of Frank
Rocha: Evelyn Delgado-$20; Ervin & Terry Bludau$20.
SACRED HEART SCHOOL ELEMENTARY
LIBRARY FUND – In memory of Max Machac:
Second Grade Class of SHCS-$100; Pat & Kay Fawbush$50.
SACRED HEART SCHOOL BAND FUND – In
memory of Max Machac: Ronnie & Agnes Huser-$20.
SACRED HEART SCHOOL ATHLETICS FUND –
In memory of Ernest Chaloupka: Sherry Hale-$20. In
memory of Max Machac: Roger & Beverly Janak-$20.
CAROLYN DWORSKY SCHOLARSHIP FUND – In
memory of Emmerlin Dworsky: Ryan & Kelly Bludau$15.
JEROME HAAS SCHOLARSHIP FUND – In
memory of Frank Konvicka: Sacred Heart Credit
Union-$25; Georgia Haas-$25. In memory of Marvin
Patek & Bea Heinzel: Georgia Haas-$20. In memory
of Paul Najvar, Sr.: Anthony & Joan Corte-$10.
DOROTHY HENNEKE SCHOLARSHIP – In memory of Theresa Steffek: Gary & Carol Pustejovsky-$10.
SACRED HEART EARLY CHILDHOOD & DAY
CARE – In memory of David Morisak: John & Frances
Bock-$15. In memory of Theresa Steffek: Dr. S. R. &
Gladys McMasters-$50; John & Frances Bock-$20. In
memory of Max Machac: Todd & Lisa Krenek-$50;
Charlotte Broesche-$50.
FR. JOHN PETERS SEMINARY BURSE #5 – In
memory of Sylvia Kallus: Catholic Daughters Court
Sacred Heart No.797-$25. In honor of Fr. John Peter’s
38th Anniversary of Ordination & Fr. Tommy Chen’s
4th Anniversary of Ordination: Don & Frances Spring$50.
SACRED HEART QUILTING CIRCLE – In memory of Theresa Steffek: Kubena Funeral Home-$20.

THE

FA I T H

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

CONNECTION

Year B

June 17, 2012

The Kingdom of God Is Like ...

*Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, religious
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Through parables, Jesus invited
everyone to enter the Kingdom of
God first announced to the children
of Israel, but now open to people of
all nations who follow Jesus’ word.
Listeners must still make a choice
to enter into his Kingdom. In today’s
Gospel, Jesus explains that once the
seed of his word is received, it grows
on its own (Cf. Catechism of the
Catholic Church 543, 546).
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Matthew 6:24–34
“You cannot serve God
and wealth.”

The Faith
of the Church
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Matthew 6:19–23
“Do not store up … treasures on
earth...”

HE W
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Matthew 6:7–15
“…if you forgive others… your
… Father will… forgive you.”

T

and in God’s way.
This process of
growth happens
both out in the
fields and in our
hearts.
The Kingdom
of God is like a
mustard seed.
We know that
a mustard seed
is tiny and that it grows to be a tree that
attracts numerous birds. God’s Kingdom
works in a similar fashion.
It started from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of a people who are
receptive to God’s Word, Jesus, the
Christ. And it works in unseen ways and
transforms us from within when we allow
it to. Just as a seed cannot bear fruit until
it is planted in the earth, so we cannot
grow as Christians until we allow God to
penetrate our hearts.
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“…whenever you pray, do not
be like the hypocrites.”

OF

Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18

of

Matthew 5:43–48
“…Love your enemies…”

ns

Matthew 5:38–42
“Give to everyone who begs
from you…”

Q

Ezekiel 17:22–24
2 Corinthians 5:6–10
Mark 4:26–34

Jesus taught with parables to help the
people of his time and now to understand The Kingdom of God. A parable
uses images or examples from everyday
life experiences to define or describe
something that is unknown or unclear. It
requires the listener to think in order to
self-discover the deeper meaning of the
message.
In today’s Gospel reading, Saint Mark
presents two parables to help us better
appreciate and understand the Reign of
God. First, the Kingdom of God is like a
seed that grows. Mark is the only Evangelist to use this parable. The emphasis
of this parable is on the power of the
seed to grow by itself without human
intervention.
stio
ue
It is a simple story to remind those of
us who like to control things thatt hwe are
e w
to go about the business of sowing the
STIO
UE
seeds of God’s Reign, then wait patiently
for the process to unfold in God’s time
Q

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

e w

One of the issues we face today is our
need to be in control. The CEOs of our
companies would not welcome the idea
of a project that they cannot control or
supervise and that must be left in the
hands of God.
Adults
Do I allow God to be God in my life or do I
try to control my spiritual development on
my own?

Children
What problems do I need to put into God’s
hands today?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
Understanding Jesus’ parables fully is
not an easy undertaking. They have
layer upon layer of meaning. First,
there is the literal meaning, apparent
to anyone who is familiar with the
text. And then, there is a deeper
meaning — a lesson about God’s truth
and his Kingdom.
We cannot expect to read the
parables once and understand clearly
the deeper message. Parables often
involve an element of surprise or an
unexpected twist. We may be taken
off guard by the progression of the
story. But in the end, the real meaning
should come to light.
Most parables reveal that God is
found in ordinary everyday situations.

They feature examples from daily life in
ancient Palestine, such as mustard seeds
and fig trees, wineskins and oil lamps.
Jesus’ audience would have been very
familiar with these illustrations.
Today, we may not be as familiar
with the items used, but the deeper
meaning remains. We must continue
to pass on to our children’s children
the Great Story of God’s love for
all peoples and the invitation to all
to enter into the Kingdom, sharing
examples from our current lives. But
words are not enough; we must also
live the story.

SUGGESTIONS
Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.
In the home. This week, try to
come up with your own stories
to tell your family who God is and
what God’s Kingdom is all about.
In the workplace or in school.
Use your imagination to come
up with a simple story to tell your
friends about the Kingdom of God,
incorporating challenges we face
today.
In the community. Talk to people
you know about the contrast
between a small seed and a large
plant as an image for the Reign of
God, reminding them of the small
beginnings of Jesus’ ministry.

Outside of the Box

Meditation
Moment
Rosa Parks was a black seamstress.
One day in Alabama in 1955, she
was arrested, handcuffed, and
jailed for refusing to vacate a bus
seat reserved for whites. That
episode turned out to be the seed
out of which grew the Civil Rights
Movement. Ten years later, at the
Freedom Festival, Rosa was given
the title “the First lady of the Civil
rights Movement.”

God
of all surprises,
Free me from the narrow
box in which I live, and
give me the vision and the
imagination to understand the
deeper meaning of the Gospel
message. Open my heart and mind
to the hidden meaning of Jesus’
simple stories and let the parables
be like mirrors that show me
who and what I really am. I ask
this in the name of Jesus,
the master storyteller.
Amen.

For reflection . . .
Why do/don’t I believe that one person
can make a difference in today’s
world?

Where is tomorrow born?
How does the future start?
On a winters’ working day.
In a Negro woman’s heart.
	Eve Merriam
From Mission by Mark Link, SJ

Carry this thought in your heart
as a guide for your faith journey
this week.

The kingdom belongs to the
poor and lowly, which means
those who have accepted it
with humble hearts. … Jesus
identifies himself with the poor
of every kind and makes active
love toward them the condition
for entering his kingdom.

Saint Luke
Saint Luke is considered to be
the author of the third Gospel
and the Acts of the Apostles.
He is the only Gentile Christian
among the sacred writers. In
Jerusalem, he remained near
Paul during his imprisonment
where he interviewed persons
who had known Jesus. He was
Paul’s faithful companion in
Rome. His feast day is
October 18.
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