
October 28, 2012: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

LITURGY 
 

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS 
 

Sunday, Oct. 28 (Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52) 

  8:00 am- Frank H. & Mary Migl   
10:30 am- Mass of Thanksgiving – Ed & Peggy Scherer’s 
                 50th Anniversary 

  5:00 pm- For our Parish Family  (Spanish Mass) 

Monday, October 29 (Eph 4:32---5:8/Lk 13:10-17)     

  7:00 am- Leo & Viola Henke 
  8:00 am- Pro-Life Mass 
10:00 am- Mary Grafe, Benefactor   (H’ville Rehab) 

Tuesday, October 30 (Eph 5:21-33/Lk 13:18-21) 

  7:00 am-Dennis  Appelt 

Wednesday, October 31 (Eph 6:1-9/Lk 13:22-30)        

  7:00 am- Gus Werner, Jr. 
  8:05 am- Deceased members of Jasper Pagel Family 

 6:15 pm- Leroy Rybak (CCD)  Vigil Mass for Holy Day  

Thursday, November 1, All Saints (Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 

     3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a)          Holy Day of Obligation                  
  6:45 am- Alex Thomas  
  8:05 am- Hubert Grahmann 
10:00 am- Carolyn Densman (Stevens) 
12:05 pm- Hubert & Ethel Bludau  

Friday, November 2, All Souls Day (Wis 3:1-9/Rom 

     5:5-11/Jn 6:37-40)        

  7:00 am- All Souls Novena 
  8:05 am- Rudy & Mary Opela 

Saturday, November 3, St. Martin de Porres, Religious 

     (Phil 1:18b-26/Lk 14:1, 7-11) 

  5:30 pm- All Souls Novena 

Sunday, Nov. 4 (Dt 6:2-6/Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34) 

  8:00 am- Henry Jalufka   
10:30 am- All Souls Novena 
 

 

Mass Schedule for All Saints Day: 

St. Mary’s: Wednesday, October 31 – 6:00 p.m. 

St. John: Thursday, November 1 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Visiting & Blessing of Graves for All Souls Day: 

Saturday, November 3: 

Ascension of Our Lord, Moravia – 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, November 4: 

St. Mary – 8:30 a.m. 
St. John – 10:30 a.m. 
Sacred Heart – 3:00 p.m. 
St. Augustine, Worthing – 3:45 p.m. 
St. Anthony, Breslau/Witting – 4:30 p.m. 
St. Ludmila, Wied – 5:15 p.m. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 

-Baptism Preparation Class, 9:00 a.m., Rectory.  
-Covered dish supper after Spanish Mass, Family Center. 
-Trunk ‘r Treat, 6:00-7:00 p.m., SHCS gym parking lot. If 
passing out candy, park your car by 5:30 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29 

-Rosary & Evening Prayers, 5:30 p.m., Church. 
-Stag Steak Night, K. C. Hall. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
-Choir Practice, 6:15 p.m. in Church. 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30 
-Quilting Circle, 9:00 a.m., K.C. Hall of Fame Room. 
-Fr. Tommy’s Bible Study, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Family Center.  
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31 

-CCD: K-12th, 6:00-7:15 p.m.  
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

-First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins 
at 6:00 p.m. in church. This month’s intention:  the poor 

souls in purgatory. 

-Holy Hour for priestly vocations, 7:00 p.m., in Church.  
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

-First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament ends 
with Benediction at 6:00 p.m. in Church. 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

-Serra Club Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph Church, Yoakum. 
 

 

Among our sick: Edna Key, Frank Fishar, Faith Del Castillo, 
Michael Gerdes, Renae Ross, Doug Blumberg, Dan & Danielle 
Grady, Rose Thumann, Bill Gohlke, Sterlin Ritchie, Ed Aulick, 
Ricky Skelton, Larry Appelt, Victor Pavliska, Anita Bohuslav, 
Irene Bordovsky, Milissa Zamora, Rhonda Janak, Chris Layton, 
Hank Morris, Frances Moore, Frank, Patrick & Robben Nemec, 
Geneva Strmiska, Lois Dornak, Joyce Bucek, Chibana Alfaro,  
Patricia Schlageter, LaNora Konvicka, Benedict Brosch, Frank 
Gutierrez, Sr., Delores Grahmann, Bernice Neskora, Benedict 
Bujnoch, Florence & Lorene Christ, Steve Smith, Donna 
Coldewey, Charles Christ, Braxton & Bentley Rother, Donna 
Avant, Wilbert Kalinec, Bill Bludau, Jack McNabb, Glenn 
Rabel, Annette Krupala, Pauline Najvar, Mary Bonorden, 
Bobbie Lee Drozd, Richard Terry, Richard Staha, Rev. Lundy 
Hooten, Tonie Brooks, nursing home residents & homebound. 
 

Bulletin & Radio Broadcast Sponsor:  Ed & Peggy 
Scherer in thanksgiving for their 50th Anniversary. 
  

Our Gift to God: Envelopes-$6,082.50; Loose-$900; 
Children-$100. 

 

Anniversaries: 

Robert & Rita Chase 40 years Oct. 28 
Robert & Mary Sitka 35 years Oct. 29 
Hollis & Barbara Magruder 35 years Oct. 29 
 

Next weekend, November 3 & 4, we will 
remember at all Masses those who died 
during the past year. If family members are 
present, they may come up to light a candle 
when the deceased’s name is called. 
 
 



 

From the Desk of Msgr. John 
 

   The fruits of this Year of Faith will be seen in a 
strengthened commitment to God and one another. When 
we reach out in compassion to help a neighbor in need, we 
are bearing witness to the light of Christ. When we share 
our faith as bold disciples of Jesus, the fruits of this 
yearlong renewal will be reflected in our efforts. When 
we receive the Holy Eucharist daily or weekly, we will be 
transformed by the real presence of the risen Lord and 
will go forth to live more fully as His disciples. 
   We are invited to rediscover our faith and become 
“credible and joy-filled witnesses to the risen Lord in the 
world today.” 
   As we approach election day, let us reflect upon how 
our Catholic faith helps us to make the right choices in 
voting. We are taught from an early age to form our 
consciences in the light of our Catholic teaching. “To 
follow one’s conscience” is often misunderstood as 
something that allows us to do whatever we want, or the 
“feeling” we have that something is right or wrong. 
   But our faith teaches us that “conscience is the voice of 
God resounding in the human heart, revealing the truth to 
us and calling us to do what is good while shunning what 
is evil” (from the U.S. bishops’ 2007 document Forming 

Citizens for Faithful Citizenship, 17, hereafter referred to 
as FC). 
   It is our responsibility as Catholics to form our 
consciences  
   *by developing a willingness and openness to seek what 
is right through studying Scripture and Church teaching;    
   *by using our reason to study key issues in light of this 
teaching; and, 
   *by prayerfully seeking to understand the will of God. 
   Beginning this weekend, we will have a sign-up sheet in 
the foyer of the church for those who plan to attend the 
investiture of the new Monsignors at Our Lady of Victory 
Cathedral in Victoria on Monday, November 19 at 6:00 
p.m. A reception will follow in the Our Lady of Victory 
School Gym. 
   Our local celebration will be on Sunday, December 9. 
We will have sign-up sheets for that later on.   
 

 
 
 

 

Pro-Life event - Monday, Oct. 29:  Pro-
Life Mass at 8:00 am. Travel from 8:45 
am-3:30 pm with the Sacred Heart Senior 
Class to Houston's Planned Parenthood to 
pray for an end to abortion.  

 

Trunk R' Treat, Sunday, Oct 28 at 6pm, S.H.S. Gym 

parking lot. Come & celebrate All Hallows Eve 
(a few days early) by providing a safe 

environment for the children of the parish to 

trick-or-treat. Park your car in the Gym parking lot by 

5:30 pm and bring candy to give away.   
 

 

Month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory.  During the month of November, the Church 
especially reminds us to pray for the souls of all who have 
died and for the souls in Purgatory awaiting their entrance 
into heaven. The souls in Purgatory have already been 
judged worthy of Heaven, but are being purified of even 
the minutest attachment to venial sins and of any temporal 
punishments due to sins that have already been forgiven 
by God. It is the charitable responsibility of the living to 
offer prayers and sacrifices on behalf of the dead. To pray 
for the dead is a Spiritual Work of Mercy. A special leaf-
let with prayers for the souls in Purgatory is available at 
all the entrances of the church. 
 

Religious Education (CCD) – 

Oct. 31: All CCD classes will attend Mass at 6:15 p.m. 
(Vigil Mass for holy day of obligation) Teachers & 
students will participate in Mass. 

Nov. 14: Adoration 2nd-12th Grades. 

Nov. 18: 6th Gr. Youth involvement 8:00 a.m. Mass 

Nov. 21: No CCD – Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Nov. 28: Safe Environment classes. 
 

Sacred Heart Catholic School – 

Oct. 22-Nov. 9: Band Tamale Sale. Pick-up orders on  
November 15, from 3:00-6:00 p.m., Family Center. 

Oct. 29: Senior Class trip to Planned Parenthood. 

Booster Club Meeting: Every Wednesday during 
football season, 7:30 p.m., K.C. Hall. 
 

Stag Steak Night, Monday, Oct. 29, K.C. Hall. Doors 
open 5:30 p.m. Steak dinner and refreshments-$12 (all 
you can eat).  Door prizes, Big Buck Contest & 101 Gun 
Give Away Tickets.  Come out and enjoy the evening! 
 

Mausoleum – Crypts in the new mausoleum are still 
available and may be purchased on terms if desired. If 
interested, please call the Rectory to leave a message for 
an Acme Mausoleum representative to return your call or 
call Acme Mausoleum toll-free at 877-620-7875. 
 

Save the Date: Monday, November 5, Sacred Heart 

Church, 7:00 p.m. Concert by Eric Genuis, acclaimed 
composer and virtuoso concert pianist, accompanied by 
Alena Merimee on violin, Caroline Nicolas on cello, and 
the vocals of Chelsea Morris. While the concert is free to 
the public, a love offering will be collected. For more 
information about Eric Genuis, visit www.ericgenuis.com. 
 

The I.W.B.S. Sisters are hosting a Discernment Week-

end for single Catholic women 18-50 years of age on 

Nov. 10-11 at Incarnate Word Convent, Victoria. If you 
are interested in learning about religious life, please call 
575-7111 or email iwbsvoc@yahoo.com. 
 

Perpetual Adoration – An adorer is 
needed at 8:00 p.m. on the 1st & 5th 
Wednesdays of each month. If you are able 
to spend this hour in prayer and adoration, 
please call Charlene Bradbury at 798-3224. 
 
 
 
 



A day of reflection & prayer, Saturday, November 3, 

10:30 am-4:00 pm, St. Mary’s Church, Hallettsville. 
This is a silent retreat & a day of fasting. Bread & water 
will be provided. Bring your rosary & bible. For more 
information, please call Lorrie Adamek at 293-6190 or 
293-1300.   

 

Every First Thursday the Church commemorates Jesus’ 
institution of the Sacrament of His Body and Blood and of 
the holy Priesthood which is intrinsically tied to the 
Eucharist. Join us each First Thursday for a special Holy 
Hour of Eucharistic Adoration in the church at 7:00 p.m. 
for the intention of the priests and seminarians of our 
Diocese of Victoria, and to pray for more good and holy 
priests for the service of our Diocese. 
 

Area Picnics & Festivals:  Sunday, October 28 

St. Michael School Festival, Parish Hall, Cuero. 
Chicken Fried Steak Dinner 11am. Auction, crafts, games. 
 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 

     Sometimes we can't see the things that are right in 
front of us. It's not that we're blind. Instead, we are 
distracted. That's one reason so many states or 
municipalities have outlawed texting while driving. It is 
said that drivers that are texting are taking their eyes off 
the road for a minimum of five seconds. Most do it for a 
longer time. At highway speeds a car will travel four-
hundred-forty feet, almost one-and-a-half times the length 
of a football field. A lot can happen in that distance, 
including a crash. Of course, one doesn't have to be 
texting while driving to run into something while 
distracted. Running into someone can happen almost 
anywhere. 
     It just so happened that blind Bartimaeus was in the 
right location to run into Jesus. Well, he didn't actually 
"run" into Him. Bartimaeus was sitting on the side of the 
road and the crowds passed him by, and when he heard 
what all the hubbub was about, Bartimaeus called out to 
Jesus asking to be healed. The noise of the crowd 
provoked Bartimaeus, and in turn, the cries of Bartimaeus 
broke through the noise to catch the attention of Jesus. 
     Sometimes things happen in our own lives that break 
through the distractions that may surround us every day. 

Illness is one of those times that 
changes how we interact with the 
world. Our routine is broken. 
We're no longer on cruise control. 
We have to reassess where we're 
at. One of the things that we can 

do when we're sick is ask to celebrate the sacrament of 
anointing of the sick. This prayer for healing can bring 
family and friends together to ask for comfort and hope in 
a time of trial and distress. The sacrament doesn't 
guarantee full health. But it is our Catholic prayer, asking 
God to restore us to the community of faith and to make 
us whole again so that we can serve others.                
                                       (2012 Liturgical Publications, Inc.) 

Choir practice, Monday, October 29, 6:15 p.m. in 
church for Thanksgiving and Christmas preparation. 
 

Divine Mercy Study & Prayers on Wednesday, October 
31 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church Cry Room. 
 

Mass and Healing Prayer, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Victoria, on Saturday, November 3 at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Amor Meus Retreat, a quiet day of prayer listening to the 
voice of God speaking in the stillness of your heart, on 
Saturday, November 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at 
Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water St., Victoria. 
A love offering will be accepted. You may purchase a 
lunch or bring your own. To register, call 575-7111. 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH ENDOWMENT FUND – 

In memory of Henrietta Fabian:  Glenn & Mary Ann 
Janca-$10;  Anita Migl-$5;  Sherry Hale-$20;   Peoples 
State Bank-$10. 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Lucille A. Werner-$20;  
Travis & Audrey Klimitchek-$20;  Alton & Bernice 
Michalcik-$10;  Henry & Ann Kostelnik-$10;  Wilbert & 
Charlotte Dornak-$20;  Ben & Mary Lee Brosch-$20;  
Larry & Doris Grubert-$20;  Tommy & Charlotte Sitka-
$20. 

In memory of Lillie Melnar:  Joan & Pat Janak-$30. 

In honor of Robert Pesek’s 90
th

 Birthday:  Paul & 
Dolores Janak-$15;  R.L. & Elsie Steffek-$15;  Larry & 
Doris Grubert-$15. 
 

SACRED HEART RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CCD) 

In memory of Hubert Dornak: Chris & Carla Rodgers 
Family-$50 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH MUSIC FUND – 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Marvin & Madeline 
Michalec-$15;  Kubena Funeral Home-$20. 

In honor of Ed & Peggy Scherer’s 50
th

 Wedding 

Anniversary:  Larry & Doris Grubert-$15. 
 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL ENDOWMENT FUND – 

In memory of Henrietta Fabian:  Joe, Ruth & Patrick 
Fabian-$10.    

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Dorothy  Bujnoch-$15;  
Robert & Louise Pesek-$20;  Dan & Mathilda Melnar-
$25;  Randy Dornak-$10;  Evelyn & Phillip Bujnoch-$20;  
Leon Smirak-$10;  David & Kathy Bujnoch-$20. 

In memory of Billy Joe Sitka:  Frank & Rita Zaruba-
$20;  Phillip & Evelyn Bujnoch-$30;  David & Kathy 
Bujnoch-$25. 

In memory of Lillie Melnar:  Jack & Anita Cordes-$10;  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Melnar-$25;  David & Kathleen 
Bujnoch-$25;  Evelyn & Phillip Bujnoch-$25;  James & 
Carol Konvicka-$20;  Joseph & Dorothy Etzler-$10;  Bill 
Pekar-$10;  Pat & Barney Barfield-$10;  Bernice Schulte-
$15. 

In memory of Edward Kurtz:  Clarence & Mary Rose 
Barta-$10. 

In memory of David Bludau:  Ramona, Alexandra & 
Sabrina Bludau-$25;  Don & Nancy Homeyer-$25. 
 



SACRED HEART SCHOOL ALUMNI FUND – 

In memory of Lillie Melnar: Bob & Carol Franks-$10. 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Sylvia & Bob Melnar-
$25. 

In memory of Billy Joe Sitka:  Dorothy Bujnoch-$20;  
Marcus & Marjorie Grahmann-$50;  Larry & Doris 
Grubert-$15. 

In memory of David Bludau:  Dorothy Bujnoch-$15.  
 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL OPERATING FUND – 

In memory of Cliff Frederick:  Bobby & Amy 
Machicek-$20. 

In memory of Billy Joe Sitka:  Martha Sitka-$20; 
Daniel & Dorothy Rother-$20;  Earl & Molly Pearson-
$50;  Dr. Ben & Yvonne Johnston-$50;  Dwain Barnes 
Insurance-$25. 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Dan & Jeanette Pustka-
$40;  Leon & Nancy Etzler-$10;  Ella Mae Bludau-$15;  
Ronnie & Lisa Jansky-$20;  Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Smirak-
$14;  Bessie Dornak-$10;  Emilia Gonzalez-$40;  Bobby 
& Virginia Grossman-$20;  R.L. & Elsie Orsak-$20;  
Charles & Dorothy Jansky-$10;  Jimmie & Sylvia Steffek-
$20;  Dennis & Gerardette Haas-$15;  Frank Dornak-$15;  
Ervin & Terry Bludau Family-$20;  Leon & Kay 
Steinocher-$20;  Bobby & Amy Machicek-$20;  Laddie & 
Rita Kurtz-$10;  Arthur & Rose Mary Etzler-$10;  Joe & 
Ana Henke-$25; Soila Sanchez-$5.  

In memory of Lillie Melnar:  Allen & Diana Matus-$10;  
Pat & Cliff Conrey-$10. 

In memory of Douglas Manning:  Mark & Karen Janak 
Family-$20. 

In honor of Robert Pesek’s 90
th

 Birthday:  Leona 
Chovanetz & Pauline Najvar-$50. 

In memory of David Bludau:  Arthur Etzler, Jr.-$100;  
Ella Mae Bludau-$20. 
 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL ATHLETICS FUND – 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Irene & Snow Matula-
$25. 

In memory of Cliff Frederick:  Mark & Karen Janak 
Family-$25. 

In memory of David Bludau: Larry & Doris Grubert-
$15. 
 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL BAND FUND – 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Arthur Etzler, Jr.-$25. 

In memory of Marcie Clark:  Arthur Etzler, Jr.-$25. 
 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL SHOP FUND – 

In memory of Vickie Klimitchek: Wilbert & Jo Ann 
Kristek-$20.  

In memory of Billy Joe Sitka: Wilbert & Jo Ann 
Kristek-$20. 
 

PAM DORNAK SCHOLARSHIP FUND – 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Tommy & Evelyn 
Dornak-$15. 
 

HENRY & ELIZABETH HENKE SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND –   In memory of Augustina Kurtz:  Henry Joe 
& Marcella Henke-$10. 
 

DOROTHY HENNEKE SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
In memory of Eugene Koerth & David Bludau:  
Richard Grahmann-$10. 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Gary & Carol 
Pustejovsky Family-$20. 
 

JEROME HAAS SCHOLARSHIP FUND –   

In memory of Anne Mae Technik:  Leo & Dorothy 
Henke-$10. 

In memory of Victoria Klimitchek, Leroy Rybak & 

David Bludau:  Georgia Haas-$30. 

In honor of Robert Pesek’s 90
th

 Birthday:  Georgia 
Haas-$10.   
 

WENCE SHIMEK SCHOLARSHIP FUND – 

In memory of Edward Kurtz:  J.J. & Helen Malick-$10. 
 

DWAYNE JANAK SCHOLARSHIP FUND – 

In honor of Robert Pesek’s 90
th

 Birthday:  Guntram & 
Elaine Janak-$20. 
 

SACRED HEART DAY CARE –  
In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Tammy & Randy 
Woytek Family-$15. 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH QUILTING CIRCLE – 

In memory of Anne Mae Technik:  Mike & Helen 
Technik-$25. 

In memory of Henrietta Fabian:  Kubena Funeral 
Home-$20. 
 

REV. MSGR. JOHN PETERS SEMINARY BURSE 

#5 – 

In memory of Henrietta Fabian:  Anita Barrera-Rocha-
$10. 

In honor of Ed & Peggy Scherer’s 50
th

 Wedding 

Anniversary:  Frank & Rita Zaruba-$25. 

In honor of Rev. Msgr. John Peters’ appointment to 

Monsignor:  Judy Renger-$50. 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH CEMETERY FUND – 

In memory of Hubert Dornak:  Henrietta Jansky-$10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Souls Day PrayerAll Souls Day PrayerAll Souls Day PrayerAll Souls Day Prayer    
Lord God,Lord God,Lord God,Lord God,    you are the you are the you are the you are the 
glory of believersglory of believersglory of believersglory of believers    
and the life of the just.and the life of the just.and the life of the just.and the life of the just.        
Your Son redeemed us Your Son redeemed us Your Son redeemed us Your Son redeemed us 
by dying and rising to by dying and rising to by dying and rising to by dying and rising to 
life again.  Since our life again.  Since our life again.  Since our life again.  Since our 

departed brothers and sisters believed departed brothers and sisters believed departed brothers and sisters believed departed brothers and sisters believed 
in the mystery of our resurrection,in the mystery of our resurrection,in the mystery of our resurrection,in the mystery of our resurrection,    
let them let them let them let them share the joys and blessingsshare the joys and blessingsshare the joys and blessingsshare the joys and blessings    
of the life to come.of the life to come.of the life to come.of the life to come.        Through Christ our Through Christ our Through Christ our Through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.Lord.  Amen.Lord.  Amen.Lord.  Amen.        
 



Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year BT H E

C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

The New Testament is filled with stories 
in which Jesus works miracles. It is 
common in such stories for the person 
who is healed to remain nameless. 
Jesus is usually said to heal a man with 
a crippled hand, ten lepers, or a woman 
with a hemorrhage. This characteristic of 
miracle stories is most likely intended to 
keep the focus of the narrative on Jesus 
rather than on the person in need. 

Today’s Gospel dramatically breaks this 
pattern. In fact, it is the only miracle story 
in the Synoptic Gospels that gives us 
the name of the person who is healed. 
His name is Bartimaeus, and he wants 
to see. Jesus grants his request, and, 
when Bartimaeus receives his sight, he 
becomes a disciple by following Jesus 
“on the way.” 

The presence of Bartimaeus’ name 
reminds us that God deals with us not 

as a group but as 
persons. Divine 
grace is tailored 
to our circum-
stances and needs. 
God knows who 
we are and loves 
us as individuals. 
Because God 

deals with us in this way, our specific 
gifts demand specific thanks. It is proper 
for each person to tell others of the 
unique ways in which he or she has been 
blessed.

It is likely that Bartimaeus did just that. 
He told the wonder of his cure so 
clearly and well that his name was never 
forgotten. He followed the example of 
Mary, who in her Magnificat proclaims: 
“[T]he Mighty One has done great things 
for me, and holy is his name” (Luke 1:49).

What God Has Done for Me

October 28, 2012

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

 

Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish, or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God. 
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week. Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

Jeremiah 31: 7-9
Hebrews 5: 1-6
Mark 10: 46-52

Luke 13: 10-17
“…the entire crowd was 

rejoicing at all the wonderful 
things that [Jesus] was doing.”

Luke 13: 18-21
“What is the kingdom of God 

like?”

Luke 13: 22-30
“Strive to enter through the 

narrow door…”

*

Matthew 5: 1-12a
“Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven…”

**

John 11: 17-27
“I am the resurrection 

and the life.”

Luke 14: 1, 7-11
“For all who exalt themselves 

will be humbled…”

*Solemnity of All Saints

**The Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls)

Bartimaeus did not hesitate to act once 
he was healed. As soon as he was able 
to see, he began to follow Jesus. We can 
also be sure that he began to tell others 
what Jesus did for him.

Adults Am I sometimes hesitant to share with 

others how I have been blessed? Do I realize 

that my gratitude can help others to believe?

Children What things can I do easily and well? 

Do I realize that such talents are gifts from 

God who loves me?

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

The Catholic Rite of Baptism for 

Children directs parents to be the ones 

who present their children for the 

sacrament. The first question posed to 

the parents by the minister is, “What 

name do you give your child?” Thus 

the rite recognizes from the start that 

this child will not be a nameless 

individual but a unique son or 

daughter of God.
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Each one of us has been blessed 
uniquely. We have relationships 
with their own rhythm and balance 
and which function in ways that are 
different from the relationships of 
others. We have talents and abilities 
that fit us exactly. No other person can 
think, organize, empathize, or serve in 
the precise manner we can. We have 
faith experiences that are closely tied 
to our personalities and history. How 
we came to believe, began to forgive, 
or responded to God’s call is exclusive 
to our own lives.

The precise ways in which God has 
blessed us can and should be used 
for God’s glory. Just as we have not 
been graced in general, God must not 

be praised in 
general. We 
are called to 
use the distinc-
tive gifts and 
stories of our 
lives to witness 
to God’s 

goodness. Others must hear the story 
of how we met our spouse, how 
we learned from our child, how we 
endured grief, or how we were saved 
from cancer or depression.

When we tell the singular ways in 
which God has touched our lives, 
others may come to see the unique 
ways in which God is loving them. 
Then they too can rejoice.

Responding to God’s Word . . .

NIHIL OBSTAT 
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum
IMPRIMATUR 
† Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas
August 17, 2012.
The Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations that the material reviewed 
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Carry this thought in your 
heart as a guide for your faith 
journey this week.

Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 
Teacher). 
 John 20:15-16

 Thanksgiving for Uniqueness 

[Jesus asked a blind man,]
“What do you want me to do for 
you?”… The blind man answered,
“I want to see again.”…
At once he was able to see.
   MARK 10: 51-52

Evelyn Couch is a character
in the film Fried Green Tomatoes.
She is blind to the beauty of life
until she meets Ninny Threadgoode,
an 80-year old with a child’s heart.
Ninny teaches Evelyn to look beyond 
life’s outer ugliness to its inner 
beauty. She tells her the inspiring 
story of Idgia Threadgoode, a young 
woman who looked beyond the 
outer prejudices of the Deep South 
and saw inner visions of exciting new 
possibilities. That story, especially, 
helped Evelyn to see herself and life 
around her in a whole new way.

For reflection . . . 
The stories of Ninny and Bartimaeus
invite me to ask, What blindness
do I need to be healed of?

A rock pile ceAses to be A rock pile

the moment someone sees it in 
the exciting vision of A cAthedrAl.
     Antoine sAint-exUperY (AdApted)

from MISSION bY mArk link, s.J.

Meditation Moment
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God of 

Grace, I thank you 
for making me the person 
I am with all my strengths 
and weaknesses, twists and 

wrinkles. You have given me a 
height, walk, laugh, and attitude  
all my own. These are reminders 

that I am your unique child. Allow 
me to use all my particular gifts 

not only as a way to set me 
apart from the crowd, but 
as a means to build your 

kingdom. Amen.

Mary Magdalene

With the exception of 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
no woman is mentioned 
more frequently in the 

New Testament than Mary 
Magdalene. This is an

indication of her role as the 
first to recognize the Risen 
Christ. The Gospel of John 

connects this privilege to her 
personal relationship to Jesus. 
She knows him when he calls 

her by name.

S U G G E S T I O N S
Use one of these suggestions or 

one of your own to respond to 

God’s Word this week.

In the home. Identify the ways in 

which your family differs in age, 

energy, joy, or kindness. Express 

how each quality is a gift from God.

In the workplace or in school. 
Recognize a unique characteristic 

in a fellow student or co-worker. 

Tell them why you are grateful 

they possess it.

In the community. To someone 

you trust, witness how God has 

blessed you recently.
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