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MASS SCHEDULE
Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday
Nov. 12
6:00 P.M.
Sunday
Nov. 13
9:30 A.M.
Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
Saturday
Nov. 19
6:00 P.M.
Sunday
Nov. 20
9:30 A.M.
Thanksgiving
Thursday
Nov. 24
8:00 A.M.
First Sunday of Advent
Saturday
Nov. 26
6:00 P.M.
Sunday
Nov. 27
9:30 A.M.

John & Julia Jurica
Edmund & Julia Filip

St. John
Moravia

Joe & Irene Drozd
Selven & Clare Zapalac

Moravia
St. John

August Kubos

Moravia

Charles Hajek
Mary & Louise Filip

St. John
Moravia

THE WORD OF GOD
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31 Psalm 128:1-5 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 Matthew 25:14-30 or 25:14-15,19-21
They are happy who fear the Lord, who use their gifts and talents in the service of one another, especially the poor and the
needy. They shall be known as children of the light, and will be ready for the Lord’s return.
Our Lord Jesus Christ the King (34th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 Psalm 23:1-3,5-6 1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28 Matthew 25:31-46
The Lord is our shepherd. At the end, at his coming, he will hand over the kingdom to his Father. He will “judge
between one sheep and another, between rams and goats”, between those who have lived lives for others, and those who
have lived for themselves.
First Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 63:16b-17,19b;64:2b-7 Psalm 80:2-3,15-16,18-19 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 13:33-37
Lord, rend the heavens and come down. Come and save us from our sins. Let us turn again to you and so be found
blameless when you return in glory.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
The following comes from Bishop Fellhauer.
Beginning November 1, 2011, the Diocese of Victoria is enacting a new transportation policy. The policy, required by
our insurance carrier Catholic Mutual, is very comprehensive and seeks to make transporting children, adults and items
for use in the various ministries in the parish/school much safer for both you and the Diocese.
The two parts of the policy involve transporting people and transporting articles in vehicles (this would especially
apply to Extraordinary Ministers of those hospitalized and the home bound, one who obtains supplies for the
parish/school, or one who routinely runs errands for the parish/school). The new policy requires that a driving check be
obtained from all drivers. Additionally the parish/school is required to have the information on file and updated annually.
A few things to note:
If you are a driver who transports people, the required insurance on the vehicle transporting the people is
$100,000/$300,000/$50,000.
If you are a driver who transports articles (this would especially apply to Extraordinary Ministers of those hospitalized
and the home bound, one who obtains supplies for the parish/school, or one who routinely runs errands for the
parish/school), the required insurance on the vehicle you are driving is the state minimum, currently
$30,000/$60,000/$25,000.
All employees are required to take a free online defensive driving course (approximately 20 minutes long). This
course may be obtained online through Catholic Mutual http://www.cmgdrivesafe.com. Certificate of completion
must be submitted to the parish/school 10 days before being utilized as a driver.
New Translation of the Mass - As we draw closer to the date of implementation on November 27, it is time again to
refresh our memories as to why the Church is about to use a new English translation of the Mass. A special handout
entitled “A Commentary on the New Translation” by Fr. Tommy is available in the foyer. This is a collection of the
bulletin insert series that was published between February 20 and May 8. The changes will be in our new missalettes.
In order to make it a little easier, we will also have pew cards for awhile until everyone gets used to it. We will just need
a little patience for a while.
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Irene Mendel of St. John Parish.

THE YOUTH CONNEXION
Greg & Kris Hermes 798-0655
Nov. 20: Firefall at 5:00 p.m. in church.
Discount Cards $10 each, on sale at Blahuta Advertising & the Rectory. Thank you for supporting our youth!!
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE
Saturday, November 12 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland, Rylie Lux, Dylan Goldberg
Sunday, November 13 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Caleb Krischke, Blaine Besetzny, Miranda Shimek
Saturday, November 19 - 6:00 p.m. - Moravia - Ashley & Joshua Becan, Caitlyn Deem
Sunday, November 20 - 9:30 a.m. - St. John - April & Clayton Brossmann, Blaine Besetzny
Saturday, November 26 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland, Miranda Shimek
Sunday, November 27 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Rylie Lux, Dylan Goldberg, Caleb Krischke
ADVENT WREATHS & CANDLES
Advent wreaths and candles are now available at the Rectory. Also stocked are rosaries, bibles, crucifixes and other
various items, which would make great Christmas gifts!
GENERATIONS OF FAITH(GOF)
Father Tommy Chen will be discussing with us about the upcoming changes in the Mass at our next GOF,
Wednesday, November 16, 2011, at St. John the Baptist Rectory/Religious Education Bldg. As always, all generations
of the parishes are welcome. If you have missed Father Tommy’s presentation at Sacred Heart on Tuesdays, this
would be an excellent time for you to learn more about the upcoming changes in the Mass! Our GOF meal will
begin at 5:30PM and Father Tommy’s discussion will begin at 6:00PM. If you would like to participate in the $5.00
sandwich meal, please notify Dana Daughtry at 979-562-2381 by Sunday, November 13, 20ll.
PRAYER FOR RAIN
Almighty God, we are in need of rain. We realize now, looking up into the clear, blue sky, what a marvel
even the least drop of rain really is. To think that so much water can fall out of the sky, which now is empty
and clear! We place our trust in You. We are sure that You know our needs. But You want us to ask You
anyway, to show You that we know we are dependent on You. Look on our dry hills and fields, dear God,
and bless them with the living blessing of soft rain. Then the land will rejoice, and the rivers will sing Your
praises, and the hearts of men will be made glad. Amen.
PRO LIFE
The sad reality today is that many fathers who want to have a strong presence in the lives of their child are denied this
fundamental right, as the life of their child is snuffed out of existence without them even having the legal right to say
otherwise. Regardless of whether or not the father had a say in his partner’s abortion, men do suffer the same damaging
psychological effects after abortion that often women experience…(Jackie Anderson, Washington DC, Life News.com)
Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory –
O gentle Heart of Jesus, ever present in the Blessed sacrament, ever consumed with burning love for the
poor captive souls in Purgatory, have mercy on them. Be not severe in Your judgments, but let some
drops of Your Precious Blood fall upon the devouring flames. And, Merciful Saviour, send Your angels
to conduct them to a place of refreshment, light and peace. Amen.
A Thanksgiving Day Prayer – Father, all of Creation rightly owes you thanks and praise. Your justice, love and mercy
abound. We thank you this day for all that you have given us: For the Passion and Death of your Divine Son, we thank
you Father, through the Cross, He redeemed the world. For the Church, we thank you Father, it is our beacon for
salvation. For the martyrs and saints who give testimony to your Son, we thank you Father, their witness to your Son is
our inheritance. For our loved ones and friends who have died and gone before us, we thank you Father, their love abides
with us forever. For loving spouses, we thank you Father, together we seek you. For the gift of children, we thank you
Father, they are your precious gifts to us and to the world. For the gift of our families, loved ones and good friends, we
thank you Father, Through them we see the reflection of your Son. For jobs, our homes and all that we have, we thank you
Father, give us only that which we need, as we seek Your Kingdom. For the bounty we are about to eat, we thank you
through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Next Bulletin: Sunday, Nov. 27th, 2011
Bulletin Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 24th, 2011
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Kingdom Thinking

“. . . they are like angels and
are children of God . . .”
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The Church proclaims a preferential
option for the poor and marginalized.
This means that we are to put them in
the forefront of our thinking and make
conscious decisions that will benefit
them. Catholics should make taking
care of the poor and marginalized of
society a priority, especially in such
areas as health care, housing, food
and clothing, and, above all, education.
(Cf. Compendium of the Social Doctrine
of the Church 182).
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Luke 20:27–40
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“My house shall be
a house of prayer.”
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Luke 19:45–48

In the Kingdom of God, those rewarded
will be those who use their “talents” to
free the poor from such injustice.
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Luke 19:41–44

Instead of being a morality tale,
this parable may better be read as a
condemnation of an unjust practice
that happens every day in our world.
The only thing missing here is Jesus
saying, “Woe to you who let this happen
and do nothing.”
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“Today salvation has
come to this house . . .”

“If you . . . had only
recognized . . . the things
that make for peace!”

Seen from this perspective, the parable
of the talents becomes a prediction by
Jesus: the rich getting richer on the backs
of the poor is a sign of coming judgment.
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Luke 19:1–10

Luke 19:11–28
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“Receive your sight.”

“. . . he went on to tell
a parable . . .”
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Luke 18:35–43

Clues to an alternative meaning of this
parable are numerous. Start with today’s
date: As we near the season of Advent,
the Church’s liturgical calendar begins to
stio
ue world.
focus on teaching of the end of the

Also, consider these: (1) This passage is
from Matthew Chapter 25 where Jesus
presents a vision of the last judgment;
(2) Today’s second reading, from
1 Thessalonians, also focuses on the
final judgment.

EE

Proverbs 31:10–13, 19–20,
30–31
1 Thessalonians 5:1–6
Matthew 25:14–30

Homilies frequently equate the word
“talent” as used here (a form of money)
with the English word “talent,” meaning a
natural ability. While this clever wordplay
teaches a valuable moral lesson, perhaps
it may be understood in another way.

Q

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

Jesus’ parable about the buried talent in
today’s Gospel reading from Matthew 25
may seem unfair and unjust. And on its
face, the instruction does seem harsh:
“For to all those who have, more will be
given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away.” (29)
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The Church’s social justice documents
make it clear that Catholics are to have
a “preferential option” for the poor. This
means that in order to follow Christ
fully, we must make helping the poor a
priority.
Adults
What sacrifice am I willing to make this week
to serve people who are poor and in need of
my help?

Children
How can I use my “talents” this week to help
people in need?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
The first reading today from Proverbs
is an ode to a “perfect” wife. Happy
will be the man who finds such a
woman, for he will have a mate worth
sharing his life forever.
A reader of the proverb today may
quickly dismiss it because it speaks
only about a capable wife and says
little about what would make a
capable husband. However, it would
be a shame to abandon such ancient
wisdom unexamined. What can we
mine from this saying that would
be of value to both partners in a
relationship?
Trust is certainly a key ingredient in
every healthy relationship. It is only

Suggestions

when we trust a person that we can
truly share our ideas, hopes, dreams,
and fears—freely and fully.
In a loving relationship, we always
want what is best for the other—
what is good, not harmful. Such
relationships also require both people
to work hard: on the relationship and
in support of it.
In a recent worldwide survey, men
and women both agreed that they
wanted a spouse who showed them
respect, treated them with kindness,
and who had a generous heart, just as
the proverb relates.
Seems like we can still learn a lot
from this ancient wisdom.

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.
In the home. Discuss what you
can do as a family to help those
who are poor. Start immediately
to put one of your ideas into
action.
In the workplace or in school.
Organize a campaign to raise
awareness of the needs of the
people in your community who
are poor, and then raise funds to
assist them.
In the community. Learn as much
as you can about poverty in your
community, and then write letters
to your local paper advocating
for justice for the poor.

Justice for the Poor

Meditation
Moment
Booker T. Washington was a
black American slave. At the age
of sixteen, he walked almost five
hundred miles from his slave home
to Hampton Institute in Virginia.
When he got there, he was told
that classes were filled. Undaunted,
he took a job at the school doing
menial jobs: sweeping floors and
making beds. He did these so well
that the faculty found room for him
as a student. He worked his way
up at the school, became a famed
teacher, and eventually founded
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.

For reflection . . .
What were some small jobs I did well,
before I was given larger jobs?

Do not let what you can’t do
interfere with what you can do.

Basketball coach John Wooden
From Vision by Mark Link, SJ

When people
are hungry, Lord, Help

Saint Margaret of Scotland

me to feed them. When

(1045–November 16, 1093) is

people are overwhelmed by

remembered because of her

poverty, Lord, Help me to ease

personal holiness, fidelity to

their burden. When people are

Church teaching, and work on

afraid, Lord, Help me to comfort
them. When people are oppressed
by injustice, Lord, Help me to
stand in solidarity with them.
You are justice for the poor,

behalf of the poor. Each morning
she would feed the hungry
before she even ate. The wife
and mother of kings, Margaret
influenced them to work
for justice.

Lord Help me to do the
same. Amen.

Carry this thought in your heart as a
guide for your faith journey this week.

But you, beloved, are not
in darkness for that day to
surprise you like a thief; for
you are all children of light and
children of the day . . . let us
not fall asleep as others do, but
let us keep awake and sober.
1 Thessalonians 5:4–6
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