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Irene Mendel
Frances & Frank Tupa, Sr. & Frances &
Jim Okruhlik

St. John

Joe & Irene Drozd Barcak
Willie, Albina & Irene Barborak

Moravia
St. John

Moravia

Moravia
Theresa Pustejovsky Steffek
Jerry L. & Annie L. Matus

St. John
Moravia

THE WORD OF GOD
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: 1 Kings 17:10-16 Psalm 146:7-10 Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44
The Lord provides for Elijah’s needs as the widow of Zarephath shares with him from her want. Her generosity
is mirrored in the widow in the temple who gives from her poverty and not from power, privilege or excess. In
Jesus, God became poor for us, offering himself to take away our sins.
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Deuteronomy 12:1-3 Psalm 16:5,8-11 Hebrews 10:11-14,18 Mark 13:24-32
At the end, the Son of Man will return with great power and glory, placing his enemies under his feet. Those
whose names are in the Book shall live forever in light and joy.
Thanksgiving Day
Readings: In Thanksgiving to God: Sirach 50:22-24 Psalm 138:1-5 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Luke 17:11-19
What wonders God has done! Let us thank the God who heals us and calls us to communion with Christ.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Readings: Deuteronomy 7:13-14 Psalm 93:1-2,5 Revelations 1:5-8 John 18:33b-37
To Jesus Christ be glory and power for ever and ever! His are majesty and splendor, and his kingdom is
everlasting, a kingdom of cosmic dimensions.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FROM DESK OF MSGR. JOHN
We continue this Year of Faith. In the Gospels, Jesus encourages a strong and unwavering faith. He rebukes
His apostles for having “little faith” and demonstrates the glorious power of God for those who believe. When
a storm arises as they are out to sea, the apostles panic in fear. Jesus says to them: “Why are you afraid, O you
of little faith? ‘Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm” (Matthew8:26).
Jesus also links faith to His healing miracles. In Mark’s Gospel we meet Bartimaeus, a blind man who has
heard about Jesus’ miracles and hopes that Jesus might help him recover his eyesight.
“And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his
sight and followed Him on the way”(Mark 10:52).
In his letter to the Hebrews, St. Paul defines faith as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen”(Heb 11:1). And with the apostles in Luke’s Gospel, today we call out to Jesus, “Increase our
faith!” that we might come to know and believe the one, true God.
The investiture of the new Monsignors is at Our Lady of Victory Cathedral in Victoria on Monday,
November 19 at 6:00 p.m. A reception will follow the investiture in Our Lady of Victory School Gym. The
final date to sign-up to attend is Wednesday, November 14. The sign-up sheet is in the foyer of the church.
ST. JOHN KJZT #9 – St. John's KJZT Society #9 Annual Meeting and Social will be held Monday.
November 12th at 10:30 AM in the home of Bessie Dornak.

VETERAN’S DAY, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11: In the USA, Veterans Day annually falls on November 11.
This day is the anniversary of the signing of the armistice, which ended the World War I hostilities between the
Allied nations and Germany in 1918. Veterans are thanked for their services to the United States on Veterans
Day.
God of peace, we pray for those who have served our nation and have laid down their lives to protect and
defend our freedom. Grant that through the passion, death, and resurrection of Your Son they may share in
the joy of Your heavenly kingdom and rejoice in You with Your saints forever.
We pray for those who have fought, whose spirits and bodies are scarred by war, whose nights are
haunted by memories too painful for the light of day. Grant them peace of mind, heart and soul. Bless them
and their families with the comfort of Your loving care and compassion.
We pray for those who serve us now, especially for those in harm's way. Lord, hold our troops in Your
loving hands. Protect them as they protect us and bring them home. Bless them and their families for the
selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.
Turn the hearts and minds of our leaders and our enemies to the work of justice and a harvest of peace.
May the peace you left us, the peace you gave us, be the peace that sustains, the peace that saves us. Christ
Jesus, hear us! Lord Jesus, graciously hear our prayers! Amen.
ST. JOHN’S ALTAR SOCIETY – St. John’s Altar Society will have its annual meeting on November 18,
2012 after the 9:30 Mass. All members please attend.
PRO LIFE NEWS – While the nation is embroiled in a battle over whether Catholic employers can be forced
to provide contraception coverage, the Mishawaka, Indiana - based Franciscan Alliance has taken a pioneering
step to provide witness to the Catholic alternative to contraception. As of July, the alliance began offering a
Natural Family Planning benefit to all employees…After an employee raised the possibility, the alliance acted
on the suggestion. Franciscan Alliance operates 14 hospitals in Indiana and Illinois. (from November 2012
ALL News - Source: www.ncregister.com)
GENERATIONS OF FAITH – The next GOF meeting times are as follows:

November 14, 2012 5:30PM Grades 1-6 and November 21, 2012 5:30PM Grades 7-10
Students, please be sure to check the Church Geocaching Clues on the Bulletin Boards at Mass each time you
attend! Think about that Apple iPod Nano and get your parents to bring you to Mass. Going to Mass to deepen
your relationship with Jesus is “being in the right in-crowd!”
Please remember, that each GOF begins with a meal so please bring your sack meal. If you have questions
about GOF, please contact Dana Daughtry at 979-562-2381, home, or 713-822-3019, cell.
RECIPES NEEDED – The Moravia Altar Society is putting together a cook book in honor of the 100th Anniversary of Ascension of Our Lord Church and we need your help! We would like ALL parishioners to please
consider contributing your favorite recipes for this project. We are making a concerted effort to include recipes
that have been passed down through our Czech/German heritage in addition to those treasured family recipes
you are willing to share with your fellow parishioners. Please provide your recipes by Dec. 10. There will be a
box in the back of the church for you to drop your recipes. Or you can email them to Janet Spies at
jspi456@yahoo.com (put cook book in the subject line) or mail to her at 7208 Curpin Cove, Austin, Tx 78754.
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE
Saturday, November 10 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland & Dylan Goldberg
Sunday, November 11 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Seth Eckhardt, Blaine Besetzny, Miranda Shimek
Saturday, November 17 - 6:00 p.m. - Moravia - Caitlyn Deem, Josh Becan
Sunday, November 18 - 9:30 a.m. - St. John - April & Clayton Brossmann, Rylie Lux
Saturday, November 24 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland, Dylan Goldberg
Sunday, November 25 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Seth Eckhardt, Blaine Besetzny, Miranda Shimek
SECOND COLLECTION – The Diocese of Victoria joins in prayer for the victims of the recent tragedy and
all those affected by Hurricane Sandy. To help, we will take a second collection for the victims next weekend.
The proceeds will be sent directly to Catholic Charities, U.S.A.
Memorial to Ascension Building Fund – In Memory of Henry Tupa: Phil & Kathy Guenther-$10
Memorial to Ascension Cemetery Fund – In memory of Henry Tupa: Dyrel & Arlene Holmes-$15
Memorial to Ascension Pavilion Fund – In memory of Erwin Blaschke: Phil & Kathy Guenther-$10
TAMALE PICK UP – Pick up tamales ordered from Sacred Heart Catholic School Band Students on
Thursday, November 15 from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at the Family Center in Hallettsville.
YOUTH NEWS: Youth Night - November 18th, 5:00-8:00 p.m. Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration, 5:00
p.m. in Sacred Heart Church. Spend quality time with our Lord in song and prayer followed by dinner and
games at the Youth House.
Next Bulletin: Sunday, Nov. 25th, 2012
Bulletin Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 20th, 2012
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Luke 18: 1-8
“And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on
earth?”
*Memorial of Saint Josaphat,
bishop, martyr
**Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini,
virgin (USA)
***Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary,
religious

See Second Vatican Council,
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
(Sacrosanctum Concilium), especially
nos. 6-8.
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Luke 17: 26-37
“Those who try to make their
life secure will lose it…”

In the Eucharistic liturgy the Church,
the Body of Christ, joins Jesus Christ
himself who is her head in his self-giving
sacrifice. Participation in the liturgy
means offering ourselves wholly and
entirely and generously in union with
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

e w

ti

s o
ue
Questions
oft hthe Week

of

“For, in fact, the kingdom of
God is among you.”
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“Get up and go on your way;
your faith has made you well.”
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The widow whom Jesus observes Uin
today’s Gospel mirrors the same kind of
OF

Luke 17: 11-19
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Luke 17: 7-10
“…we have done only what we
ought to have done!”
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Luke 17: 1-6
“Increase our faith!”

In the teachings of Jesus, the poor
occupy a privileged place. They do so,
not because material misery is good in
itself, but because they are disposed
to rely on and trust the one who alone
can save them and be their sustenance.
These poor women offer not so much
“something” as their very selves. In that,
they are like Jesus Christ in the second
reading from Hebrews, who offers
himself for us.
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With all these strikes against her, she
nonetheless accepts the prophet Elijah’s
word, which is ultimately God’s word.
With great risk and heroic generosity,
she makes a meal for the prophet. Her
trust and her generosity return to her
stioin
ue
sufficient food to see her and her son
th
through the famine.

selfless generosity. Her trust
enables her to
risk all she had to
live on to make
a gift to God. In
doing so, she
has—according
to Jesus—parlayed her few cents into an
inestimably rich gift to her credit.
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1 Kings 17: 10-16
Hebrews 9: 24-28
Mark 12: 38-44

The widow in today’s first reading is
from Zarephath, a town near Sidon
that belonged not to the faith of Israel
but to the pagan god Baal. This widow,
moreover, is enduring a drought and a
famine that brings her and her son to the
very brink of extinction. Realize that she
is a woman, a widow bereft of a man’s
protection, a pagan foreigner in Israel’s
eyes, and a mother responsible for a
child she cannot feed.
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Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish, or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.
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We live in a world that is carefully
measured out. Jars and bottles give exact
quantities for their contents. Often, that
same measured quality extends to our
relationships with each other. We give
so much in order to receive so much.
Gospel living puts us in another realm.
Adults When did I risk generosity in love or
in service? What happened as a result of that
decision to lift the limits of what I might give
or do?

Children What happens when I share things
with others? How do I feel when others share
with me?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
The readings abound with the spirit
of generosity—the poor widow of
Zarephath, the widow in the Gospel
outside the temple treasury, and, of
course, Jesus himself in his self-sacrificing love.
The great enemy of generosity is not
some inbred or inbuilt stinginess,
although that certainly can be present
in us. The great enemy is fear. We
are just afraid to give something and,
certainly, to give ourselves. We are
afraid that we will not have enough
or that we will suffer irreparable loss.
Fear not only makes us unwilling and
ungenerous, it also makes us captive
to our own needs and concerns. Fear
leaves us unfree.

Meditation Moment
As Jesus sat near the temple
treasury… a poor widow came along
and dropped in two little copper
coins….[Jesus] called his disciples
together and said…”This poor
widow put more in the offering box
than all the others….She gave all she
had to live on.”
			
MARK 12: 41-44
A Utah store owner caught an eagle
and put it in his store to attract
customers. One day an old mountain
man came in, saw the eagle, and
asked the owner how much it would
take to buy it. The owner quoted an
astronomical price. The old man went
to the bank, withdrew the money,
bought the eagle, and set it free.
When a little girl asked the old man
why he parted with all that wealth to
free the eagle, he said, “Wealth isn’t
what you’ve got, but what you’ll give
to do a good that needs to be done.”

For reflection . . .
What am I ready to give
to do a good that needs to be done?
Money is a terrible master
but an excellent servant.

			

P. T. BARNUM

FROM MISSION BY MARK LINK, S.J.

How do we free ourselves from
fear and unlock possibilities for our
generous response to life, to others,
and to God? A direct confrontation
with our own fears will probably not
work. The key to thawing our fear
and releasing our generosity can be
found in God’s Word. In the first letter
of John, we read: “There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear…”
(1 John 4:18).
The two widows, as I imagine them,
were loving women who quite
naturally and spontaneously lived their
lives generously. Jesus, of course,
because he loved, offered himself
wholly and entirely for us.

SUGGESTIONS
Use one of these suggestions or one
of your own to respond to God’s
Word this week.
In the home. In conversation around
the table, identify people in the news
who have been good examples of
generosity. Closer to home, identify
people that you have encountered
recently who exemplified generosity.
In the workplace or in school. Do
something in or bring something
to the workplace or in school that
is unexpected, something that is
“beyond the call of duty,” something
generous.
In the community. Identify and
note the different opportunities
that are available for giving in your
community. Keep this list for future
reference and action.

Empty My Hands, Fill My Heart
God, my
Creator and my
Redeemer, from you I have
learned generous love.
When I am tempted to cling to
what I have, empty my hands.
When I fearfully refuse to serve
or help others, nudge my reluctant
limbs. When I sadly linger in my own
aloneness, fill my heart with your
love. Draw me ever more surely in
your loving freedom that spurs
my generous love, you who are
the source of boundless grace
forever and ever.
Amen

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your
faith journey this week.
With a freewill-offering I will
sacrifice to you; I will give
thanks to your name, O Lord,
for it is good.
Psalm 54:6 (NRSV)

Saint Willigis
c. 940-1011
Saint Willigis was the
archbishop of Mainz in

Germany. Although he was
an important figure in the
Holy Roman Empire, those
who knew him report that
he constantly studied the
Bible and did whatever he
could with generosity to
organize relief for the poor.
His feast day is
February 23.
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