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THE WORD OF GOD
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9 Psalm 126:1-6 Hebrews 5:1-6 Mark 10:46-52
An “oracle of consolation” regarding the restoration of Israel finds its fulfillment in the person of Jesus, our merciful high
priest. His healing of the blind man witnesses to the inauguration of the kingdom.
All Saints Day - Holy Day of Obligation
Readings: Revelation 7:2-4,9-14 Psalm 24:1-4ab,5-6 1 John 3:1-3 Matthew 5:1-12a
Let us rejoice in all the men and women, blest in the eyes of the Lord, who celebrate the heavenly liturgy. They stand in
God’s holy place and sing of the love the Father has bestowed upon them through the blood of the Lamb.
The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Souls)
Readings: Wisdom 3:1-9 Psalm 23:1-6 Romans 5:5-11 John 11:17-27 or 1011-1016, Lectionary, vol. IV
As suggested: The souls of the just are in God’s hands. Christ, the Good Shepherd, died for us while we were still
sinners. He is the resurrection and the life.
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Deuteronomy 6:2-6 Psalm 18:2-4, 47,51 Hebrews 7:23-28 Mark 12:28b-34
The two commandments, love of God and love of neighbor, go hand in hand. Through the priesthood of Jesus, we are
brought into communion with the God who is love.
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: 1 Kings 17:10-16 Psalm 146:7-10 Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark 12:38-44 or 12:41-44
The Lord provides for Elijah’s needs as the widow of Zarephath shares with him from her want. Her generosity is
mirrored in the widow in the temple who gives from her poverty and not from power, privilege or excess. In Jesus, God
became poor for us, offering Himself to take away our sins.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM DESK OF MSGR. JOHN
As we have now moved into the Year of Faith, we look at the major themes of this special year which are the very
foundation of our faith:
Belief in the Holy Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and in the Paschal Mystery, the crucifixion, death, and
resurrection of Jesus.
A deepened encounter with the risen Lord, who is the light of faith.
A renewed commitment to Mass and the Eucharist
Election time is near. Why should I vote? Voting is one of our most important responsibilities as citizens. Indeed, the
Church teaches that there are three primary responsibilities of all citizens:
To pay taxes
To defend their country
To vote (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2240).
Each of these responsibilities asks us to put the good of society and our fellow citizens above our individual desires
and needs. As Catholic voters, the question we must answer is not whether we personally are better off than four years
ago, but whether the needs of the weakest and most defenseless among us are being addressed. In the voting booths, we
have a privileged opportunity to contribute to our nation and promote the common good by bringing the values and
teachings of our faith to bear on the issues facing our society.
We are in the process of selecting and installing new carpet in the church at St. John. We are also in the process of
selecting and installing new outdoor carpet on the outdoor porches at the church in Moravia.

MASS SCHEDULE FOR ALL SAINTS DAY
Sacred Heart: Wednesday, October 31 - 6:15 p.m.
Thursday, November 1 - 6:45 a.m., 8:05 a.m., & 12:05 noon. Stevens Nursing Home - 10:00 a.m.
St. Mary’s: Wednesday, October 31 - 6:00 p.m.
St. John: Thursday, November 1 - 7:00 p.m.
Stag Steak Night, Monday, Oct. 29, K.C. Hall in Hallettsville. Doors open 5:30 p.m. Door prizes, sign up for the Big
Buck contest & 101 Gun Give Away Tickets will be available.
Save the Date: Monday, November 5, Sacred Heart Church, 7:00 p.m. Eric Genuis, acclaimed composer and
virtuoso concert pianist, accompanied by Alena Merimee on violin, Caroline Nicolas on cello, and the vocals of Chelsea
Morris. While the concert is free to the public, a love offering will be collected. For more information on Eric Genuis,
visit www.ericgenuis.com.
ST. JOHN CHURCH CLEANERS
St. John Church Cleaners for November: Carol Siegel, Evelyn Hermis, Donna Lux
PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY
October 28th is Priesthood Sunday. We all ask our priests to remember us in their prayers when we want to ask God to
help us through difficult times, in sickness, before surgery, when a relative is extremely ill or passes away or when we
need rain, a job or in other stressful situations. The Serra Clubs in the US sponsor Priesthood Sunday as a time when we
show our appreciation and remember our priests in our prayers. We have printed up all the priests’ names in the Diocese
of Victoria, and on Sunday the 28th ask that you pick a name and remember that priest in your prayers throughout the year.
GRIEF SUPPORT SPONSORED BY HOSPICE OF SOUTH TEXAS.
Facilitated by Chaplain Leo Sharron. On Tuesdays, Oct. 9-Nov. 13, 5:30-6:30.pm, Hospice Office, 306 N. Texana. To
register for this free bereavement service call 361-572-3400. Open to everyone who has experienced a loss.
PRO LIFE NEWS
A truth that all Americans must hear: “We encourage all citizens, particularly Catholics, to embrace their citizenship not
merely as a duty and privilege, but as an opportunity meaningfully to participate in building the culture of life. Every
voice matters in the public forum. Every vote counts. Every act of responsible citizenship is an exercise of significant
individual power. We must exercise that power in ways that defend human life, especially those of God’s children who
are unborn, disabled or otherwise vulnerable…Because of this we urge our fellow citizens to see beyond party politics, to
analyze campaign rhetoric critically and to choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation of
mere self-interest.” (from U.S. Bishops “Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to American Catholics”)
GENERATIONS OF FAITH
Grades 7-10 ate and met with Sister Louise Marie Jones and Sister Mildred Truchard with the Sisters of the Incarnate
Word and Blessed Sacrament Convent and learned about all vocations in the church. GOF was so blessed to have this
opportunity to learn more about all the vocations and to learn about the Sisters’ faith journeys. The next GOF meeting
times are as follows:
November 7, 2012 6:00PM Confirmation
November 14, 2012 5:30PM Grades 1-6
November 21, 2012 5:30PM Grades 7-10
Students, please be sure to check the Church Geocaching Clues on the Bulletin Boards at Mass each time you attend! All
Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation-Mass attendance on Thursday, November 1, 2012 will get you two
stickers/chances! Think about that Apple iPod Nano and get your parents to bring you to Mass. Going to Mass to deepen
your relationship with Jesus is “being in the right in-crowd!”
Please remember, that each GOF begins with a meal so please bring your sack meal. If you have questions about GOF,
please contact Dana Daughtry at 979-562-2381, home, or 713-822-3019, cell.
RECIPES NEEDED
The Moravia Altar Society is putting together a cook book in honor of the 100th Anniversary of the Ascension of Our
Lord Church and we need your help! We would like ALL parishioners to please consider contributing your favorite
recipes for this project. We are making a concentrated effort to include recipes that have been passed down through our
Czech/German heritage in addition to those treasured family recipes you are willing to share with your fellow
parishioners. Please provide your recipes by December 10, 2012. There will be a box in the back of the church for you to
drop your recipes. Or you can email them to Janet Spies at jspi456@yahoo.com (put cook book in the subject line) or
mail them to her at 7208 Curpin Cove, Austin, TX 78754.
Trunk R’ Treat, Sunday, Oct. 28 at 6pm, Sacred Heart Gym parking lot. Come & celebrate All Hallow’s Eve (a few
days early) by providing a safe environment for the children of the parish to trick-or-treat. Park your car in the Gym
parking lot by 5:45 pm & bring candy to give away. Enjoy this time of fellowship! Call Fr. Tommy if you have any
questions.
MEMORIAL SERVICE
The memorial service during the Mass for the deceased of the past year will take place Sat. & Sun. Nov. 3 & 4. If family
members are present, they are invited to light a candle for their loved one.
ST. JOHN’S ALTAR SOCIETY
St. John’s Altar Society will have its annual meeting on November 18, 2012 after the 9:30 Mass. All members please
attend.

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE
Saturday, October 27 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland, Rylie Lux
Sunday, October 28 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Seth Eckhardt, Blaine Besetzny, Caleb Krischke
Saturday, November 3 - 6:00 p.m. - Moravia - Caitlyn Deem & Josh Becan
Sunday, November 4 - 9:30 a.m. - St. John - April & Clayton Brossmann, Rylie Lux
Saturday, November 10 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland & Dylan Goldberg
Sunday, November 11 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Seth Eckhardt, Blaine Besetzny, Miranda Shimek
SIGN UP SHEET
Beginning this weekend, we will have a sign-up sheet in the foyer of the church for those who plan to attend the
investiture of the new Monsignors at Our Lady of Victory Cathedral in Victoria on Monday, November 19 at 6:00 p.m. A
reception will follow in the Our Lady of Victory School Gym.
Our local celebration will be held on Sunday, December 9 at Sacred Heart. We will have sign up sheets for that later on.
VISITING AND BLESSINGS OF GRAVES FOR ALL SOULS DAY
Saturday, November 3 - 5:30 p.m. - Ascension Moravia
Sunday, November 4
St. John the Baptist - 10:30 . a.m.
St. Mary - 8:30 a.m.
Sacred Heart - 3:00 p.m.
St. Augustine, Worthing - 3:45 p.m.
St. Anthony, Breslau/Witting - 4:30 p.m.
St. Ludmila, Wied - 5:15 p.m.
DAY OF REFLECTION AND ADORATION
“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”
- 2 Chronicles 7:14
Saturday, Nov 3, 2012 * 10:30am-4pm
St Mary’s Church – Hallettsville
Join us, for a day of reflection and prayer, the Saturday before this most important presidential election, as we pray for our
families and our nation. This will be a silent retreat and a day of fasting. Bread and water will be provided. Bring your
rosary and bible. For more info call:
Lorrie Adamek @ 293-1300cell, 293-6190hm
*Families are encouraged to attend

Ascension Building Fund
Albert & Dorothy Olsovsky
Alvin & Dolores Steffek
Jimmie & Sylvia Steffek
Richard & Wilma Schaefer

$10
$10
$50
$25

Pavilion Fund
Dolores Janak

$20

In memory of Annie Mae Technik
St. John Seminary Burse
Richard & Wilma Schaefer
$15

MEMORIALS
In Memory of Henry Tupa
Ascension Cemetery
Evelyn Bujnoch
$30
Pat Steffek Family
$50
Corey & Jill Turner
$30

In Memory of Mary P. Anders
Ascension Cemetery
Dyrel & Arlene Holmes
$20

Month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory
During the month of November, the Church especially reminds us to pray for the souls of all who have died and
for the souls in Purgatory awaiting their entrance into heaven. The souls in Purgatory have already been judged
worthy of Heaven, but are being purified of even the minutest attachment to venial sins and of any temporal
punishments due to sins that have already been forgiven by God. It is the charitable responsibility of the living
to offer prayers and sacrifices on behalf of the dead. To pray for the dead is a Spiritual Work of Mercy.
The Sisters of Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament are hosting a Discernment Weekend for single
Catholic women between the ages of 18 and 50 years of age on November 10-11, 2012, at Incarnate Word
Convent in Victoria, Texas. If you are interested in learning more about deepening your prayer life and
about religious life or in discovering if God might be calling you to consecrated life, please call (361) 5757111 or e-mail iwbsvoc@ yahoo.com or check www. iwbsvictoria.org for more information about the Sisters.
Next Bulletin: Sunday, Nov. 11th, 2012
Bulletin Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 8th, 2012
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“Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven…”
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The presence of Bartimaeus’ nameU
reminds us that God deals with us not
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“What is the kingdom of God
like?”
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Luke 13: 18-21

It is likely that Bartimaeus did just that.
He told the wonder of his cure so
clearly and well that his name was never
forgotten. He followed the example of
Mary, who in her Magnificat proclaims:
“[T]he Mighty One has done great things
for me, and holy is his name” (Luke 1:49).

K

Luke 13: 10-17
“…the entire crowd was
rejoicing at all the wonderful
things that [Jesus] was doing.”

Today’s Gospel dramatically breaks this
pattern. In fact, it is the only miracle story
in the Synoptic Gospels that gives us
the name of the person who is healed.
His name is Bartimaeus, and he wants
to see. Jesus grants his request, and,
when Bartimaeus receives his sight,
io
sthe
ue
becomes a disciple by following Jesus
th
“on the way.”

as a group but as
persons. Divine
grace is tailored
to our circumstances and needs.
God knows who
we are and loves
us as individuals.
Because God
deals with us in this way, our specific
gifts demand specific thanks. It is proper
for each person to tell others of the
unique ways in which he or she has been
blessed.

EE

Jeremiah 31: 7-9
Hebrews 5: 1-6
Mark 10: 46-52

The New Testament is filled with stories
in which Jesus works miracles. It is
common in such stories for the person
who is healed to remain nameless.
Jesus is usually said to heal a man with
a crippled hand, ten lepers, or a woman
with a hemorrhage. This characteristic of
miracle stories is most likely intended to
keep the focus of the narrative on Jesus
rather than on the person in need.

Q

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish, or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

e w

Bartimaeus did not hesitate to act once
he was healed. As soon as he was able
to see, he began to follow Jesus. We can
also be sure that he began to tell others
what Jesus did for him.

John 11: 17-27

the parents by the minister is, “What

“I am the resurrection
and the life.”

name do you give your child?” Thus

Adults Am I sometimes hesitant to share with

the rite recognizes from the start that

others how I have been blessed? Do I realize
that my gratitude can help others to believe?

this child will not be a nameless
Luke 14: 1, 7-11
“For all who exalt themselves
will be humbled…”
*Solemnity of All Saints
**The Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed (All Souls)

individual but a unique son or

Children What things can I do easily and well?

daughter of God.

Do I realize that such talents are gifts from
God who loves me?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
Each one of us has been blessed
uniquely. We have relationships
with their own rhythm and balance
and which function in ways that are
different from the relationships of
others. We have talents and abilities
that fit us exactly. No other person can
think, organize, empathize, or serve in
the precise manner we can. We have
faith experiences that are closely tied
to our personalities and history. How
we came to believe, began to forgive,
or responded to God’s call is exclusive
to our own lives.
The precise ways in which God has
blessed us can and should be used
for God’s glory. Just as we have not
been graced in general, God must not

Meditation Moment
[Jesus asked a blind man,]
“What do you want me to do for
you?”… The blind man answered,
“I want to see again.”…
At once he was able to see.
			
MARK 10: 51-52
Evelyn Couch is a character
in the film Fried Green Tomatoes.
She is blind to the beauty of life
until she meets Ninny Threadgoode,
an 80-year old with a child’s heart.
Ninny teaches Evelyn to look beyond
life’s outer ugliness to its inner
beauty. She tells her the inspiring
story of Idgia Threadgoode, a young
woman who looked beyond the
outer prejudices of the Deep South
and saw inner visions of exciting new
possibilities. That story, especially,
helped Evelyn to see herself and life
around her in a whole new way.

For reflection . . .
The stories of Ninny and Bartimaeus
invite me to ask, What blindness
do I need to be healed of?

A rock pile ceases to be a rock pile
the moment someone sees it in
the exciting vision of a cathedral.

ANTOINE SAINT-EXUPERY (adapted)
FROM MISSION BY MARK LINK, S.J.

SUGGESTIONS

be praised in
general. We
are called to
use the distinctive gifts and
stories of our
lives to witness
to God’s
goodness. Others must hear the story
of how we met our spouse, how
we learned from our child, how we
endured grief, or how we were saved
from cancer or depression.

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.

When we tell the singular ways in
which God has touched our lives,
others may come to see the unique
ways in which God is loving them.
Then they too can rejoice.

In the community. To someone
you trust, witness how God has
blessed you recently.

In the home. Identify the ways in
which your family differs in age,
energy, joy, or kindness. Express
how each quality is a gift from God.
In the workplace or in school.
Recognize a unique characteristic
in a fellow student or co-worker.
Tell them why you are grateful
they possess it.

Thanksgiving for Uniqueness
God of
Grace, I thank you
for making me the person
I am with all my strengths
and weaknesses, twists and
wrinkles. You have given me a
height, walk, laugh, and attitude
all my own. These are reminders
that I am your unique child. Allow
me to use all my particular gifts
not only as a way to set me
apart from the crowd, but
as a means to build your
kingdom. Amen.

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your faith
journey this week.
Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if
you have carried him away, tell
me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.’ Jesus
said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned
and said to him in Hebrew,
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means
Teacher).
John 20:15-16

Mary Magdalene
With the exception of
Mary, the Mother of Jesus,
no woman is mentioned
more frequently in the
New Testament than Mary
Magdalene. This is an
indication of her role as the
first to recognize the Risen
Christ. The Gospel of John
connects this privilege to her
personal relationship to Jesus.
She knows him when he calls
her by name.
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Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor

Does your tongue bless or curse?
So many saints
In the early Church, there was a
great desire to celebrate the saints
and martyrs by assigning each a
feast day. However, Christians
had been so persecuted that
there weren’t enough days in
the calendar for individual
commemorations. Eventually
Pope Gregory IV designated
Nov.1 as All Saints Day.

Happiness
As a loving Father, God
intends for us to be happy.
True happiness is: “Joy and
beatitude over receiving the
fulfillment of our vocation as
creatures: a sharing in the
divine nature and the vision
of God. God put us into the
world to know, love, and serve
him, and so come to the
happiness of paradise
(Catechism of the Catholic
Church, # 1720).

“No human being can tame the tongue ...
With it we bless the Lord and Father, and
with it we curse human beings who are
made in the likeness of God” (James
3:8-9). So how can we ensure
that our tongues will
bless and not curse?
Offer words in
service. What we say
out loud can reveal
our true motives, be it
a desire to hear our
own opinions or have
others admire our
insight and
wisdom. We speak
with love when we
honestly intend to
serve others rather than our
own interests.
Lift up. Criticizing and pointing out
another’s faults is easy. It is a greater act
of love to truthfully comment on
someone’s positive attributes and can

Why do Catholics
pray to saints?

Patience makes sense
Don’t be tempted to
compare yourself to others.
God’s plan for you is
unique. “Be still
before the Lord,
and wait patiently
for him; fret not
yourself over
him who
prospers in his
way”
(Psalm 37:7).
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help uncover previously unnoticed
strengths.
Don’t overvalue your own
opinion. Being correct doesn’t
automatically give us a
right to comment on
other people or their
behavior. In fact, others
may consider our
unsolicited opinions
burdens and not
blessings. Wait to be
asked.
Unify, don’t divide.
Our goal is always to
build up our families,
our parishes, our
communities, and to
bring people to God. If our purpose in
speaking is to be loving, instructive,
and to heal, it may be okay to speak. If
what we say will cause unnecessary
conflict or make someone else look
bad, it’s best left unsaid.

Prayer is raising our hearts
and minds to God, so we
actually don’t pray to
saints. However, we
know that saints are
people who lived
lives of extraordinary
virtue on Earth and are
rewarded by being in Heaven
with God. So we ask for their

intercession when we need
it or for their help to
get to Heaven, too.
Recently,
Timothy Cardinal
Dolan put it this
way, “In prayer, we
always go to Jesus.
Sometimes we bring
friends with us.”
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We never lose God’s love
Have you ever had someone end a relationship with
you because of a mistake you made or something
you did wrong? It’s a terrible feeling to lose
someone’s love. Fortunately, God’s love doesn’t
depend on how good we are. Remember the
parable Jesus told of the prodigal son (Luke 15)?
No matter what the son’s transgressions, the father
received him in complete love. That’s how God
feels about us.
Think of God’s love as the light from the
sun – it’s so bright we can’t comprehend it.

Sometimes we close our eyes or pull the
curtains to keep the light from coming in.
It is still there, but we can’t experience it
because we have shut it out. Sin shuts our
hearts to God’s love.
To help, Jesus created the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Receiving absolution and being
assured of God’s forgiveness opens our shuttered
hearts so we can feel God’s love again. So whether
or not we feel loved by God is up to us. All we have
to do is ask.

John 18:33-37;
Jesus testifies to the truth
This gospel tells of Pilate’s questioning
of Jesus at his trial. He had been handed
over to the Romans by the Jewish
leaders, to be put to death
since he had claimed to
be the Messiah. If
Christ were a worldly
king he would be a
threat to the Roman
emperor, something
Pilate couldn’t allow.
So Pilate was trying to
find out just who Jesus was.
Christ said that while he is a king, his
kingdom is not of this world. Instead,
Jesus came into the world to testify to
the “truth.” That is, to testify to the
Father, to bring the good news of

In November we attend Mass on All
Saints Day (Nov. 1) and pray for our
loved ones and souls in Purgatory on
All Souls Day (Nov. 2).
Nov. 11 - St. Martin of Tours (397).
St. Martin was forced to join the army
at the age of 15 in what is now
Hungary but left to become a priest. He
founded a monastery near Poitiers,
France, and later became bishop of
Tours.
Nov. 17 – St. Elizabeth of Hungary
(1231). The daughter of the King of
Hungary, Elizabeth chose a life of
penance and service. Married at the age

salvation to all humanity. That’s the
only purpose of his existence.
Pilate was skeptical of Jesus and his
being a king. The
apostles and Christ’s
other followers, on
the other hand,
looked upon him
with eyes of faith
and trust. As
Peter had said,
“Lord, to
whom should
we go? You have the
words of eternal life.”
That is the essence of the choice each
of us must make. Is Jesus our king or
not?

of 14, her beloved husband was killed
after only six years of marriage. She
joined the Secular Franciscan Order
and spent the last years of her life
caring for the poor.
Nov. 25 – Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ the King. God promised
his people a king who would be
triumphant over their
enemies. Jesus is our
King. In Baptism
and Confirmation,
we are brought
under his
kingship.

Does the Holy Spirit
really give us gifts?
Absolutely. Every Catholic who has
been Confirmed receives seven gifts of
the Holy Spirit. They are wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude,
knowledge, piety, and fear of
the Lord. “They belong in their
fullness to Christ, Son of
David. They complete and perfect the
virtues of those who receive them. They
make the faithful docile in readily
obeying divine inspirations.” (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 1831)
Wisdom enables one to know the
purpose and plan of God.
Understanding refers to “a spiritual
understanding of the Word of God to
those who read or hear it, according to
the disposition of their hearts.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1101)
Counsel removes whatever might
hinder the development of charity.
Fortitude ensures firmness in difficulties
and constancy in doing the good.
Knowledge is our ability to know truth,
to know God and Christ, to know good
and evil. Piety refers to the religious
sense of people and its expression in
popular devotions. And Fear of the Lord
ensures our awe and reverence before
God.
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
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