November 4, 2012
Mass Intentions:
Sunday, November 119:15 a.m.-Living & Deceased Members of
KJT #43
Sunday, November 189:15 a.m.-Edwin J. Barcak, & Stu & Mary B.
Burton
Sunday, November 259:15 a.m.-Living & Deceased Members of
KJZT #3
Sunday, December 29:15 a.m.-Alfons & Anastazie Janak &
Bill Chovanetz
Rosary Leaders:
Nov. 11-Sandy Konvicka
Nov. 18-Ruth Rouse
Nov. 25-Lucille Klekar
Dec. 2-Joyce Janak
Lectors:
Nov. 11-Dedie Dobbs
Nov. 18-Dorothy Schneider
Nov. 25-Richard Rouse
Dec. 2-Daniel Matula
Cantors:
Nov. 11-Lucille Klekar
Nov. 18-Laurence Bludau
Nov. 25-Richard Rouse
Dec. 2-Pat Mladenka

Ushers:
Nov. 11-Eugene Gillar, Robert Sciba, Bernard
Patek & Richard Sommerlatte
Nov. 18-Stanley Orsak, Scott Blaschke, Gilbert
Mozisek & Marvin Bujnoch
Nov. 25-Roman Henke, Robert Pustka, Gilbert
Urbish & Charles Grafe
Dec. 2-Leon Matula, Al Svetlik, Francis Klekar &
Sidney Jasek
Altar Servers:
Nov. 11-Samuel & Simon Machicek, Michael &
Robbie Perdziak
Nov. 18-Derek & Kevin Konvicka, Allexus Mizera
& Josh Bludau
Nov. 25-Eric Klekar, Adam & Ryan Hermes &
Luke Scherer
Dec. 2-Erin Svetlik, Emilie & Ryan Mudd &
Kaitlyn Rother
Church Cleaners:
Nov. 10-Vivian Mozisek, Joyce Bludau &
Rita Migl
Nov. 17-Betty Bujnoch, Lucille Bujnoch &
Susan Janak
Nov. 24-Bernice Schulte, Marzeline & Bernard
Patek
Dec. 1-Rosalie Tobola, Glenda Tobola &
Angeline Ulcak
Mass Attendance:
Oct. 21-300

Oct. 28-252

Extraordinary Ministers:
Nov. 11-Trina Sommerlatte, Pat Pesek &
Richard Sommerlatte
Nov. 18-Pat Mladenka, Billy & Bev Hrncir
Nov. 25-Leon & Nancy Etzler & Vivian Mozisek
Dec. 2-Edward & Sandra Pustka &
Evelyn Konvicka

Memorials to St. Mary’s Church
In Memory of Lambert Pollok
Walter & Lorraine Kowalik………$20.00
In Memory of Gussie Marie Kurtz
Pat Mladenka………………………….$40.00
In Memory of Eugene Koerth
Curtis & Erika A. Laird, Sr……….…$50.00
In Memory of Hubert Dornak
Jeanette & Daniel Pustka…………$40.00

Offertory Gift Bearers:
Nov. 11-Shannon & Kelly Hermes & Family
Nov. 18-Tommy & Joyce Hermes & Noah
Nov. 25-Billy & Bev Hrncir
Dec. 2-John & Sandra Hoelter

Memorial to St. Augustine Cemetery
In Memory of Hubert Dornak
Ernest J. & Delores A. Laitkep….$10.00

From the Desk of Msgr. John
We have just celebrated the Feast of All Saints
and also All Souls Day.
The month of November is dedicated to the
Holy Souls in Purgatory. The Church especially
reminds us to pray for the souls of all who have
died and for the souls in Purgatory awaiting
their entrance into heaven. The souls in
Purgatory have already been judged worthy of
Heaven, but are being purified of even the
minutest attachment to venial sins and of any
temporal punishments due to sins that have
already been forgiven by God. It is the charitable responsibility of the living to offer prayers
and sacrifices on behalf of the dead. To pray for
the dead is a Spiritual Work of Mercy.
It is good for us to visit the graves of our loved
ones throughout the year but especially during
the month of November. In this special way, we
remember them and pray for them.
Investiture of new Monsignors, Monday,
November 19th, 6:00 p.m., Our Lady of Victory
Cathedral, Victoria. If you are planning to
attend, you must sign-up on the sheet that is in
the foyer of the Church. A reception will follow
the investiture in Our Lady of Victory School
Gym.
Messages & Announcements
Wied KJZT #53 will conduct their annual
meeting on Thursday, December 6, 2012 at
Werner’s in Shiner.
THE SHARING TREE
The Sharing Tree sponsored by the Altar Society
will be at the back of our church on November
18, 2012. Select a name and bring a gift with
the resident’s name attached to the gift to the
sharing tree no later than Sunday, December 2,
2012 so that the gifts can be delivered to the
respective nursing home. Each Catholic
resident will then have a gift to open at their
Christmas Party. Thank you for your
participation.

Donations for Christmas Flowers are being
accepted. Please place your donation in an
envelope with your name and drop it in
Sunday’s collection basket. Thank you!
Promise of Marriage:
December 1-Anna Gallia & Kyle Russell
December 8-Jessica Konvicka & David Nelson
CCD NEWS
Nov. 21-No CCD (Thanksgiving Holiday)
Dec. 5-Advent Penance Service for CCD
Dec. 19 & 26-No CCD (Christmas Break)
Thank You! To all who participated in our
“TRUNK OR TREAT” on Halloween: Your
generosity is very much appreciated. Again,
thank you!
Attention Ushers: Please take an attendance
count at each Mass and leave it in the book
located in the foyer of the church. This is
requested by the Diocese of Victoria. Thank
you for your assistance.
Financial Report for October 2012
Income
Sunday Collections…………………$4,384.00
Mission Sunday……………………..
68.00
Parish Hall Rentals…………………. 550.00
Children’s Collection………………
42.00
Total Income for October………$5,044.00
Expenses
Hall Expense…………………………..$ 497.76
Church Expense……………………… 1,031.09
Office Expense………………………. 425.00
Maintenance…………………………. 265.00
Health Insurance……………………. 211.00
Pension Plan………………………….. 349.00
Administration………………………. 300.00
Utilities………………………………….. 625.95
Total Expenses for October…..$3,704.80
Beginning Balance……………….$20,291.53
Parish Income……………………..+ 5,044.00
Parish Expense……………………- 3,704.80
Operating Balance………………$21,630.73
Building Repair Fund: $490.00

Memorials to St. Mary’s Altar Society
In Memory of Vickie Klimitchek
M/M Daniel Matula…………………$20.00
In Memory of Gussie Marie Kurtz
Cecilia Opela…………………………….$10.00
John & Charlene Pillow…………….$20.00
Kubena Funeral Home$20.00
Dan, Barbara, Eugene, Andy & Allison

Thanksgiving Prayer
Father in Heaven, Creator of all
and source of all goodness and love,
please look kindly upon us and receive
our heartfelt gratitude in this time of

Please pray for
the poor souls in
purgatory.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord;
And let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace. Amen
O Lord, ever merciful and bounteous
with Your gifts, look down upon the
suffering souls in purgatory.
Remember not their offenses and
negligences, but be mindful of Your
loving mercy, which is from all
eternity. Cleanse them of their sins
and fulfill their ardent desires that
they may be made worthy to behold
You face to face in Your glory. May
they soon be united with You and
hear those blessed words which will
call them to their heavenly home:
"Come, blessed of My Father, take
possession of the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world."

giving thanks.
Thank you for all the graces and
blessings You have bestowed upon us,
spiritual and temporal: our faith and
religious heritage, our food and
shelter, our health, the love we have
for one another, our family and
friends.
Dear Father, in Your infinite
generosity, please grant us continued
graces and blessing throughout the
coming year.
This we ask in the Name of Jesus,
Your Son and our Brother. Amen.
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Love as I Have Loved You!

Luke 16: 9-15
“Whoever is faithful in a very
little is faithful also in much…”
*Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica
**Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, pope,
doctor of the Church

When Jesus was asked about the first
of the commandments, he replied:
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord
our God, the Lord is one…’ The second
is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’” And to his disciples he said:
“Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another” (John 13:34).
St Paul taught: “for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law”, but
Jesus asked for more.
See Catechism of the Catholic Church
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John 2: 13-22
“Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.”

Jesus affirms the conclusion of the
doctor and says: “You are not far from
the kingdom of God!” In fact, the
Kingdom of God consists in the union of
these two loves: love of God and love of
neighbor. Yet Jesus takes the commandment one step further: “[L]ove one
another as I have loved you” (John 15:
12). The love of our brothers and sisters
is no longer compared to the love we
have for ourselves, but to the love that
Christ has for us. This is the true sign of
disciples of Christ.
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The doctor of the Law agrees with Jesus
and concludes: “You are right, Teacher…
‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself’, - this
is much more important than all whole
burnt-offerings and sacrifices” (see
Mark 12: 33).
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Luke 15: 1-10
“Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep that was lost.”

There is no other greater commandment
than this.
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Luke 14: 25-33
“Whoever does not carry the
cross and follow me cannot be
my disciple.”
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Luke 14: 15-24
“Go out into the roads and
lanes, and compel people to
come in…”

ee

Luke 14: 12-14
“But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind.”

The scribes and the doctors of the Law
wanted to know from Jesus which was
the greatest commandment of all. He
answered this question with the traditional Shema prayer: “Hear, O Israel...
you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6: 4,
5). He then added a second command:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself”
stio
ue
(Mark 12: 31). Jesus turned the Great
th
Commandment into one that would
e w
reflect more accurately the demands of
STIO
UE of
the Covenant with Yahweh. Our love
God is verified by our love of neighbor.
K

Deuteronomy 6: 2-6
Hebrews 7: 23-28
Mark 12: 28b-34

Mark’s Gospel was written around 70 AD,
at the time that the Temple in Jerusalem
was being destroyed by the Romans.
All the Jewish practices and the laws
of Moses were under attack by their
enemies and it is in this context that
today’s dialogue takes place.

EE

Set time aside each day this week
with other members of your
household, with other members
of your parish, or alone to listen
to and reflect on the living Word
of God. Use these passages from
the Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect on
how the Lord is inviting you to a
deeper union with him.
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Trying to live the Great Commandment
and the Law of Love is not an easy task.
We try to love God above all else, and we
even accept trying to love our neighbor
the way we love ourselves. But what if we
do not love ourselves? What then?
Adults How am I living the New Commandment of Jesus? Is it possible to love the way
he does?

Children How am I getting along with my
family and friends? Am I trying to love them
the way that Jesus loves me?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
Jesus commands us to love our
neighbor as we love ourselves. But
many people in the world today
simply do not know how to do so.
The reasons vary. Maybe they have
never been loved and they do not
really know what love is. Maybe they
have experienced abuse, neglect,
or rejection. How can people that
have a limited experience of love or a
poor image of themselves love their
brothers and sisters in the way that
Jesus asks?
Maybe Jesus was aware of such situations and that is one of the reasons
why he changed the commandment
from “love your neighbor as yourself”
(Mark 12: 31) to “[L]ove one another

Meditation Moment
[Jesus said of the commandments,]
“The most important one is this:
‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with
all your mind, and with all your
strength.”
			
MARK 12: 29-30
In The Nureyev Image, Alexander
Bland describes Rudolf Nureyev’s
love for ballet in these words: “For
its sake he had fought and sweated,
suffered, quarreled, insulted and
borne insults, schemed, dreamed
and made bitter sacrifices. It takes
priority in his life over everything
and everybody; his loyalty to it is
unquestioning. It is both the means
of his living and the end. Quoted
by ALBER CYLWICKI, His Word
Resounds

For reflection . . .
How closely does Nureyev’s love
for ballet mirror my love for God?

If thou neglectest thy love to thy
neighbor; in vain thou professes thy
love to God; for by thy love of God,
the love to thy neighbor is begotten,
and by love to thy neighbor, thy
love to God is nourished.
			
FRANCIS QUARLES
FROM MISSION BY MARK LINK, S.J.

as I have
loved you”
(John 15:
12). This is
liberating
and possible
because it
does not
place me or the way I love myself as
the model for loving others. Jesus is
the model and I must love the way
he did. The New Testament letters
and the Gospels teach us how to love
in the way that Jesus loves. As we
pray and try hard to follow the Great
Commandment and the Law of Love,
we may just discover how loved we
are by God, and learn in the process
to love ourselves.

SUGGESTIONS
Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.
In the home. During this week do
something for your family that
you think Jesus would like you to
do for them.
In the workplace or in school.
Try to look at the people around
you in the way Jesus looks at and
sees them.
In the community. Help a needy
person in the way you think
Jesus would do so.

Love as I Have Loved You
Lord Jesus,
You have sent us
into the whole world to
proclaim the Good News of
your kingdom. Often we get
frustrated because we do not want
to fail, and we expect everyone
to like our message. Teach us to
be patient, Lord, and to leave the
results in your hands. Help us to
believe that your love for us does
not depend on our success, and
that you are only asking for
our fidelity and love.
Amen.

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your faith
journey this week.
This is what the LORD
requires of you:
• to do justice
• to love kindness
•a
 nd to walk humbly with
your God.
(see Micah 6:8)

Celebrating Thanksgiving Day
(November 22, 2012)
Celebrated each year on the
fourth Thursday of November in
the United States, Thanksgiving
is rooted in religious and cultural
tradition. Unfortunately, today it
is primarily a secular holiday. As
Thanksgiving Day nears, consider
how you and those with whom
you gather could make it a more
prayerful celebration of gratitude
to God for all the blessings you
receive each day, especially the
gift of freedom.
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Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor

Does your tongue bless or curse?
So many saints
In the early Church, there was a
great desire to celebrate the saints
and martyrs by assigning each a
feast day. However, Christians
had been so persecuted that
there weren’t enough days in
the calendar for individual
commemorations. Eventually
Pope Gregory IV designated
Nov.1 as All Saints Day.

Happiness
As a loving Father, God
intends for us to be happy.
True happiness is: “Joy and
beatitude over receiving the
fulfillment of our vocation as
creatures: a sharing in the
divine nature and the vision
of God. God put us into the
world to know, love, and serve
him, and so come to the
happiness of paradise
(Catechism of the Catholic
Church, # 1720).

“No human being can tame the tongue ...
With it we bless the Lord and Father, and
with it we curse human beings who are
made in the likeness of God” (James
3:8-9). So how can we ensure
that our tongues will
bless and not curse?
Offer words in
service. What we say
out loud can reveal
our true motives, be it
a desire to hear our
own opinions or have
others admire our
insight and
wisdom. We speak
with love when we
honestly intend to
serve others rather than our
own interests.
Lift up. Criticizing and pointing out
another’s faults is easy. It is a greater act
of love to truthfully comment on
someone’s positive attributes and can

Why do Catholics
pray to saints?

Patience makes sense
Don’t be tempted to
compare yourself to others.
God’s plan for you is
unique. “Be still
before the Lord,
and wait patiently
for him; fret not
yourself over
him who
prospers in his
way”
(Psalm 37:7).
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help uncover previously unnoticed
strengths.
Don’t overvalue your own
opinion. Being correct doesn’t
automatically give us a
right to comment on
other people or their
behavior. In fact, others
may consider our
unsolicited opinions
burdens and not
blessings. Wait to be
asked.
Unify, don’t divide.
Our goal is always to
build up our families,
our parishes, our
communities, and to
bring people to God. If our purpose in
speaking is to be loving, instructive,
and to heal, it may be okay to speak. If
what we say will cause unnecessary
conflict or make someone else look
bad, it’s best left unsaid.

Prayer is raising our hearts
and minds to God, so we
actually don’t pray to
saints. However, we
know that saints are
people who lived
lives of extraordinary
virtue on Earth and are
rewarded by being in Heaven
with God. So we ask for their

intercession when we need
it or for their help to
get to Heaven, too.
Recently,
Timothy Cardinal
Dolan put it this
way, “In prayer, we
always go to Jesus.
Sometimes we bring
friends with us.”
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We never lose God’s love
Have you ever had someone end a relationship with
you because of a mistake you made or something
you did wrong? It’s a terrible feeling to lose
someone’s love. Fortunately, God’s love doesn’t
depend on how good we are. Remember the
parable Jesus told of the prodigal son (Luke 15)?
No matter what the son’s transgressions, the father
received him in complete love. That’s how God
feels about us.
Think of God’s love as the light from the
sun – it’s so bright we can’t comprehend it.

Sometimes we close our eyes or pull the
curtains to keep the light from coming in.
It is still there, but we can’t experience it
because we have shut it out. Sin shuts our
hearts to God’s love.
To help, Jesus created the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Receiving absolution and being
assured of God’s forgiveness opens our shuttered
hearts so we can feel God’s love again. So whether
or not we feel loved by God is up to us. All we have
to do is ask.

John 18:33-37;
Jesus testifies to the truth
This gospel tells of Pilate’s questioning
of Jesus at his trial. He had been handed
over to the Romans by the Jewish
leaders, to be put to death
since he had claimed to
be the Messiah. If
Christ were a worldly
king he would be a
threat to the Roman
emperor, something
Pilate couldn’t allow.
So Pilate was trying to
find out just who Jesus was.
Christ said that while he is a king, his
kingdom is not of this world. Instead,
Jesus came into the world to testify to
the “truth.” That is, to testify to the
Father, to bring the good news of

In November we attend Mass on All
Saints Day (Nov. 1) and pray for our
loved ones and souls in Purgatory on
All Souls Day (Nov. 2).
Nov. 11 - St. Martin of Tours (397).
St. Martin was forced to join the army
at the age of 15 in what is now
Hungary but left to become a priest. He
founded a monastery near Poitiers,
France, and later became bishop of
Tours.
Nov. 17 – St. Elizabeth of Hungary
(1231). The daughter of the King of
Hungary, Elizabeth chose a life of
penance and service. Married at the age

salvation to all humanity. That’s the
only purpose of his existence.
Pilate was skeptical of Jesus and his
being a king. The
apostles and Christ’s
other followers, on
the other hand,
looked upon him
with eyes of faith
and trust. As
Peter had said,
“Lord, to
whom should
we go? You have the
words of eternal life.”
That is the essence of the choice each
of us must make. Is Jesus our king or
not?

of 14, her beloved husband was killed
after only six years of marriage. She
joined the Secular Franciscan Order
and spent the last years of her life
caring for the poor.
Nov. 25 – Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ the King. God promised
his people a king who would be
triumphant over their
enemies. Jesus is our
King. In Baptism
and Confirmation,
we are brought
under his
kingship.

Does the Holy Spirit
really give us gifts?
Absolutely. Every Catholic who has
been Confirmed receives seven gifts of
the Holy Spirit. They are wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude,
knowledge, piety, and fear of
the Lord. “They belong in their
fullness to Christ, Son of
David. They complete and perfect the
virtues of those who receive them. They
make the faithful docile in readily
obeying divine inspirations.” (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 1831)
Wisdom enables one to know the
purpose and plan of God.
Understanding refers to “a spiritual
understanding of the Word of God to
those who read or hear it, according to
the disposition of their hearts.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1101)
Counsel removes whatever might
hinder the development of charity.
Fortitude ensures firmness in difficulties
and constancy in doing the good.
Knowledge is our ability to know truth,
to know God and Christ, to know good
and evil. Piety refers to the religious
sense of people and its expression in
popular devotions. And Fear of the Lord
ensures our awe and reverence before
God.
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
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(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)
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