October 7, 2012
Mass Attentions:
Sunday, October 149:15 a.m.-Joe & Lydia Kostelnik &
Patricia Steffek
Sunday, October 219:15 a.m.-Jerome Bujnoch
Sunday, October 289:15 a.m.-Joseph P. Opela, Alois &
Sophia Opela
Wednesday, October 316:00 p.m.-Vigil Mass for All Saints Day
Living & Deceased Members of
St. Mary’s Choir
Friday-November 2-All Soul’s Day
6:00 p.m.-Blessing of Graves
6:30 p.m.-Deceased members of S. J. &
Annie Janak Family
Sunday, November 49:15 a.m.-Mary Lee Brehm
Rosary Leaders:
Oct. 14-Ruth Rouse
Oct. 21-Lucille Klekar
Oct. 28-Joyce Janak
Oct. 31-CCD Students
Nov. 4-Dorothy Schneider
Lectors:
Oct. 14-Dorothy Schneider
Oct. 21-Anthony Matula
Oct. 28-Daniel Matula
Oct. 31-CCD Students
Nov. 4-Marie Hermes
Cantors:
Oct. 14-Richard Rouse
Oct. 21-Laurence Bludau
Oct. 28-Lucille Klekar
Oct. 31-CCD Students
Nov. 4-Emily Schimcek
Extraordinary Ministers:
Oct. 14-Pat Mladenka, Leon & Nancy Etzler
Oct. 21-Edward & Sandra Pustka & Vivian
Mozisek
Oct. 28-Tony & Joyce Bludau & Evelyn
Konvicka
Nov. 4-Richard Sommerlatte, Janice
Rother & Dedie Dobbs

Offertory Gift Bearers:
Oct. 14-Michael & Margaret Hanslik
Oct. 21-Roman & Miranda Henke
Oct. 28-Scott & Sharon Henrichs & Family
Oct. 31-CCD Students
Nov. 4-Ronnie & Marie Hermes
Altar Servers:
Oct. 14-Derek & Kevin Konvicka, Allexus
Mizera & Josh Bludau
Oct. 21-Eric Klekar, Adam & Ryan Hermes
& Luke Scherer
Oct. 28-Erin Svetlik, Emilie & Ryan Mudd,
Kaitlyn Rother
Oct. 31-CCD Students
Nov. 4-Jacob Janak, Clay & Blake Rother
& Derek Konvicka
Ushers:
Oct. 14-Eugene Gillar, Bernard Patek,
Robert Sciba & Richard Sommerlatte
Oct. 21-Stanley Orsak, Scott Blaschke,
Gilbert Mozisek & Marvin Bujnoch
Oct. 28-Roman Henke, Robert Pustka,
Gilbert Urbish & Charles Grafe
Oct. 31-CCD Students
Nov. 4-Leon Matula, Al Svetlik, Francis
Klekar & Sidney Jasek
Church Cleaners:
Oct. 13-Charlene Klekar, Janice Rother &
Sue Cinadr
Oct. 20-Joyce Janak, Anita Steffek, Helen
Technik & Ruth Rouse
Oct. 27-Katherine & Vic Kahanek & Sharon
Janak
Nov. 3-Barbara Matula, Moncia Matula &
Susan Bujnoch
October Bulletin Sponsor: Mrs. Anton
Bujnoch & Joseph in memory of Anton
Bujnoch, Sr.
Promise of Marriage: Ryan Tobola &
Janna Janak-October 13, 2012
Memorials to St. Mary’s Church
In Memory of Emily Louise Kresta Kotara
James & Jackie Chude……………..$50.00
Memorials to St. Mary’s Czech Choir
In Memory of Elsie Steffek
Roman, Miranda & Garrett Henke…$20.00

From the Desk of Msgr. John
These are some important dates coming up
in the near future. Please mark your
calendars.
On Sunday, October 7th, there will be the
Life Chain for Respect Life in front of the
K.C. Hall.
On Saturday, October 13th, there will be
the Public Prayer Crusade Rosary on the
Courthouse Square at 12:00 noon. Everyone
is encouraged to attend.
The investiture of the seven new
Monsignors of the Diocese will take place
on Monday, November 19 in Our Lady of
Victory Cathedral in Victoria at 6:00 p.m. A
reception will follow afterwards in the
Cathedral gym. As we draw closer to the
date, we will ask people to sign up in church
if they plan to attend.
Then there will be a special celebration at
Sacred Heart honoring Msgr. Say and me on
our investiture on Sunday, December 9th.
Bishop Fellhauer will be at Sacred Heart to
celebrate the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Following
the Mass, there will be a Noon reception and
dinner at the K.C. Hall. As we draw closer
to that date we will ask people to sign up if
they will attend the dinner at the Hall.
The Year of Faith begins on Thursday,
October 11th, and at 12 noon hundreds of
Catholic churches and thousands of people
across the United States will be joining
together to ring in the first day of the Year
of Faith.
We will join Catholic churches across the
country in ringing the church bells for 3
minutes to celebrate the beginning of the
Year of Faith as declared by Pope Benedict
XVI. It’s a time to reflect on and renew our
faith.
Messages & Announcements
BAKE SALE - KJZT #53-Wied will have
their annual Bake Sale on Sunday, Nov. 4 at
St. Mary’s Church before and after 9:15 a.m.
Mass. Proceeds benefit: EMS-Hallettsville
& St. Paul School Library-Shiner

The KJZT #53-Wied will hold their annual
family social on Sunday, October 28 at
Wied Hall. Doors open at 11:00 a.m. A
catered meal will be served at 12 noon and
75 year pins will be presented. Bring a
dessert or door prize. Please RSVP by
October 23 to:
Anita Grabarkietz @ 594-2196
Gussie Kelnar @ 798-5465
Helen Janak @ 798-3589
October 31st Vigil Mass /Student
participation @ 6:00 p.m.
October 31st Trunk or Treat
Immediately after Mass in our church
parking lot, TRICK OR TREATING at St.
Mary’s!! Come join the fun as we “Trunk or
Treat” our way around the parking lot. Lots
of fun and lots of goodies for all!! Please
join us! If you would like to open your
trunk or just wish to donate candy please
call Cindy Svetlik @ 798-4654.
Thank you –
A “Thank you” card was received from
Ross Rother for his scholarship from the
parish.
LIFE Chain, 1:00-2:30 p.m. on Sunday,
October 7 along Hwy. 77 South in front of
the Hallettsville K.C. Hall. Prayerfully
witness on behalf of the unborn - signs will
be provided. ALL are welcome!
Visiting & Blessing of Graves for All
Souls Day:
Sunday, November 4:
St. Mary – 8:30 a.m.
Sacred Heart – 3:00 p.m.
St. Augustine, Worthing – 3:45 p.m.
St. Anthony, Breslau/Witting – 4:30 p.m.
St. Ludmila, Wied – 5:15 p.m.

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
About one-third of marriages end in
divorce in the United States. The reasons for
such an outcome are as varied as the
individuals involved. Few of those who do
divorce experience the high-profile
questioning and scrutiny that public figures
like celebrities or politicians do when they
go through a divorce. Recent events in the
past few months show that the private lives
of public figures are never really private.
The Gospel this weekend tackles the
closest of human relationships: the marriage
of a man and a woman. In Mark's story,
Jesus quotes the Book of Genesis, pushing
together verses from the first and second
chapters. In the first chapter of Genesis,
humankind is created male and female in the
divine image. In the second story of creation
in chapter 2, the creation of woman is
described as coming out of man, which is
why the man now clings to his wife and the
two become one.
In reflecting this biblical understanding
of marriage, the church expects that a
sacramental marriage
between a man and a
woman is permanent,
a sign of the union
between Christ and
his people. At the
same time, for a variety of reasons, the
church recognizes that not every marriage
may be a full and complete sacramental
union. Sometimes the love that was
professed on the wedding day was not a full
and freely given consent to be joined
together as one. That is why after a divorce,
one or the other party may seek an
annulment through the church, recognizing
that the first union was not the full and
complete sign of unity that is an example of
Christ's complete love for us. If you, or
someone you know, are divorced, please be
a part of Sunday worship with the
community of faith. If you've not yet spoken
with a priest about your situation call the
parish office to make a confidential
appointment. As the Gospel suggests, Christ
wants to embrace all his children.
(2012 Liturgical Publications Inc)

Donations to the St. Mary’s Altar Society
Anthony & Joyce Bludau………….$30.00
Leon & Nancy Etzler………………$20.00
Financial Report for September 2012
Income:
Sunday Collections……................$5,222.00
Children’s Collections…………... 36.45
Parish Hall Rental……………….. 1,200.00
Sale of Book (St. Mary’s History)
15.00
Votive Candles…………………… 13.25
Total Income……………...……..$6,486.70
Expenses:
Well Testing……………………..$
Hall Expense……………………..
Church Expense………………….
Maintenance……………………...
Office Expense……………………
Health Insurance………………….
Pension Plan………………………
Administration……………………
Utilities…………………………..

444.00
330.00
236.95
578.20
68.50
211.00
349.00
300.00

935.02
Building Insurance……………………. 7,666.18
Total Expense……………………..…$11,118.85
Beginning Balance…………………..$24,923.68
Parish Income………………………..+ 6,486.70
Less Parish Expense………………....-11,118.85
Operating Balance…………………..$20,291.53
Building Fund: $813.00

Please pray the
holy rosary for an
end to abortion!

Mary Immaculate, Mother of the
Child Jesus, turn your eyes
towards the unborn innocent,
who cry to the Heavenly
Throne for justice. Beg your
Son, the Lord Jesus, to end the
heartless killing of millions.
Amen.
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Marriage: A Work of God
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bond is indissoluble. In other words, it
is a bond that cannot be broken. What
seems to be an impossible demand
becomes a real possibility when spouses

Luke 11: 27-28
“Blessed rather are those who
hear the word of God
and obey it!”

marry each other in the Lord, who
sustains them and carries them forward.
(See Catechism of the Catholic Church,
nos. 1612-1617)
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The Church, following the teaching
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The Faith
of the Church

“Ask, and it will be given to
you…”

“Whoever is not with me is
against me…”

For people of faith, all this means a new
and different perspective on marriage. It
redirects spouses to rely on God even as
they rely on each other, to ask what God
wants even as they ask each other what
they want, and to hope in God even as
they grow in faithful trust in each other.
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of Jesus, proclaims that the marriage

Luke 11: 15-26

When we envision marriage in God’s
plan, we come to understand that it is
the result of human effort but - even
more fundamentally - the gracious
action of God. Marriage is fundamentally
a grace or a gift not of our making. The
sustaining power of marriage ultimately
rests not in the married couple but in
God.

Q

T

it is—but as the result of God’s action.
Marriage is of God’s making from the
very beginning of humanity, when,
as the book of Genesis relates, God
joined Adam to Eve. And in the Gospel
Jesus speaks of “what God has joined
together.”

of

Luke 11: 1-4
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John
taught his disciples.”

of

Luke 10: 38-42
“Mary has chosen the better
part, which will not be taken
from her.”

th
The readings, especially those from
e w
Genesis and the Gospel according to
ESTIO
Mark, frame marriage not simply asU a
human commitment—which, of course,

EE

Luke 10: 25-37
“Teacher…what must I do to
inherit eternal life?”

In purely human terms, marriage is very
fragile, and perhaps this has always
been the case. The challenge of today’s
readings is to imagine marriage in
another way. If marriage is the product of
the commitment of two people, however
deeply they feel in love, it is the product
of two people, limited human beings
who can easily veer off course when
circumstances change or the individual
stio
spouses change.
ue
Q

Genesis 2:18-24
Hebrews 2:9-11
Mark 10:2-16 or Mark 10:2-12

Statistics about the decline of marriages
in the United States and the number of
divorces seem to paint a very dismal
picture. The hesitancy of couples to
commit to each other and, if married,
their readiness to split if things don’t
work out suggest that marriage is a very
fragile institution.

Q

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish, or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

e w

Attitudes toward marriage are heavily
shaped by the society and the culture
in which we live. These attitudes are
communicated in the media. People of
faith need to step back and take another
look at their understanding of the
marriage of a man and a woman.

Adults How has my faith shaped my understanding of marriage? Has the portrayal of
marriage in the popular culture distorted my
faith understanding? How can I correct that?
Children How has God blessed me in my
family life?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
The whole journey of faith for
believers entails learning to live by
grace, by God’s gift, and not by our
own efforts. Of course, our free
human response to God’s grace
enters decisively into the journey of
faith. Marriage invites us in a particular way to rely on God’s grace and
to remember that God has joined the
spouses together.
The common emphasis is on getting
the spouses to learn how to make it
work. No doubt, spouses should do
what they can by way of communication, building trust, and fostering
their mutual love. Faith calls us not
to bypass the ordinary human means
and responses to marriage but to

Meditation Moment

Some people brought children to
Jesus…but the disciples scolded
the people….[Jesus said,] “Let the
children come….” Then he…placed
his hands on each of them and
blessed them.
MARK 10: 13-14, 16
Children’s Letters to God was
compiled by Stuart Hample and
Eric Marshall. The book reveals
how at ease children are when they
converse with God. For example,
Jane asks God, “Instead of letting
people die or having to make new
ones why don’t you keep the ones
you got?” Larry suggests to God,
“Maybe Cain and Abel would not kill
each other… if they had their own
rooms. It works with my brother.”
Finally, Mickey confides to God, “If
you watch in church on Sunday, I
will show you my new shoes.”

For reflection . . .
What might I learn from Children’s
Letters to God about how I approach
God in prayer?
“WHOEVER DOES NOT RECEIVE THE
KINGDOM OF GOD LIKE A CHILD WILL
NEVER ENTER IT.”

			

MARK 10: 15

FROM MISSION BY MARK LINK, S.J.

look more deeply into marriage’s
foundations in God. A different vision
governs those who recognize the
transcendent foundation of their
marriage in God.
A second response to God’s word
concerning marriage is to move
beyond the personal implications
and engage the society within which
we live. The wisdom of faith about
the foundations of marriage in God
has much to contribute to marriages
overall in our society. Those who have
discovered and treasured this reality
are called to share it in whatever
way possible with the larger human
community.

SUGGESTIONS
Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God’s Word this week.
In the home. Make the renewal
of marriage vows a regular part of
your family’s prayer. Accompany
that renewal with a prayer for all
married couples.
In the workplace or in school.
Encourage co-workers or
classmates to take a deeper look at
marriage. Add your voice to those
who truly value marriage as a gift
of the Lord.

In the community. Investigate
community resources to help
couples live out their marriages,
whether this is in a church setting
or in the larger community.

Strengthen Our Hearts
Lord,
strengthen our hearts
to love you and to love each
other in you.
Give us the daily courage to trust
your movement not only in the world
at large but in the people closest to us,
the ones you have given us.
Help us to endure difficulties in a spirit
of hope and with complete reliance on
your help, especially when our own
efforts seem meager.
Make us always grateful for the
bonds of love that you have
forged among us.
Amen.

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your
faith journey this week.
Often, through his prophets–
especially Hosea and
Ezekiel– God promised to be
a spouse to his people Israel.
Even today, God embraces his
people in love.

The Spouses of Cana
The spouses of Cana (John
2:1-11) remain anonymous,
but their wedding served
as a blessed event and an
occasion when the Lord
showed his abundant and
loving support for their
marriage. Their resources
(represented by the wine
of the feast) were limited,
but by the Lord’s action
limited resources became
abundance.
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Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor

Our daily lives prove our love for Jesus
Year of Faith
Pope Benedict XVI has appointed
October 2012 to November 2013,
the Year of Faith. The Year of
Faith is an opportunity to
deepen our personal
relationship with God by
praying each day with more
joy, studying Scripture to
discern God’s will, and
celebrating Sunday Mass every
week to strengthen our bond
with Christ.

October’s saint
St. Isaac Jogues, S.J., is the
patron for the month of
October this year. He was a
young man
passionate about
spreading the
Gospel despite
great personal
sacrifice. In
1636, the young
Jesuit traveled from his native
France to Quebec to work
among the Huron Indians.
Under regular attack by the
Iroquois, St. Isaac and his
companions were captured
and brutally tortured for 13
months. He escaped to
France but felt drawn back
and returned to his mission
in New York a few months
later. Once again he was
captured and tortured,
but this time was
martyred.

© Copyright 2012 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Negative behaviors often rob us of the
peace God intends for us to have.
Some can even lead us to sin. A good
way to overcome bad habits is to
replace them with good ones. Try
these ideas:
Worry. Worry can
be a sign that we
don’t trust God.
When things don’t
go your way, ask
for God’s help to
bear his will
patiently. True
peace only comes
to those who
don’t waste time
or effort on what
they can’t change.
Finding fault. The only acceptable
reason to point out another’s faults is to
help the guilty party grow in holiness.
Don’t encourage back-biting by joining
in or listening to it. Instead, excuse

yourself or change the subject as
tactfully as possible.
Knowing-it-all. Some people
have such a desire to impress
others that they try to look
like they have all the
answers. It’s more
important to impress God.
Know and do what is
necessary to live a more
useful and holier life.
Neediness. Depending
too much on other
people will lead to
disappointment. Only
God can answer all your
needs. Make God your
first stop when you
need help, instead of
your last resort.
Our daily lives are witnesses of just
how much we love Jesus. A constant,
genuine effort toward holiness can
prove our love for him.

Why do priests wear
different color vestments?
Each season of the
Church year has its own
color and theme. The
priest wears vestments that
reflect the season. For Advent
and Lent, violet vestments
represent penance. Christmas
and Easter vestments are white
for joy. Ordinary Time vestments
are green.

Red is worn on
Good Friday, feasts for
martyrs and Masses for
the Holy Spirit.
Vestments for Masses
honoring the Blessed
Mother are white or blue.
Rose is worn on the third
Sunday of Advent and fifth
Sunday of Lent.
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Read the world’s longest love letter
Reading the Bible is not like reading a book, it’s
more like reading a library. There are 73 books in
the Bible. This library contains everything we
need to know to find peace in this life and
happiness in the next.
The world’s longest love letter. The Bible tells
the story of God’s relationship with people he
chose for himself. Start anywhere in the Bible and
you will read about how much God loves the
people he created and how he waits for us to
love him back. Those words of love remind us

that he loves us even when it feels like no one else does.
Lifetime owner’s manual. Frankly, God’s ancient
people and his people today aren’t all
that different. The Bible is addressed
to all of us. All the books, Old
Testament and New Testament, work
together to teach us the truths that we
need to know for the sake of our
salvation. Living those truths on Earth
will bring us to our loved one in
Heaven.

Mark 10:46-52;
Bartimaeus, the blind beggar
When Jesus was leaving Jericho for his
final journey to Jerusalem, he passed
a blind beggar named
Bartimaeus on the street.
Bartimaeus yelled to
Jesus, calling him, “Son
of David,” a messianic
title. Even in his
blindness, Bartimaeus
recognized who Jesus
was.
In the beggar trade, the
idea was to wear clothes that looked
more pitiful than other beggars to
receive better alms. Bartimaeus’ cloak
was surely his most valuable possession
– the key to his livelihood. When told to
come to Jesus, Bartimaeus quickly threw

off his cloak. By doing so, he threw off
his old life to gain a new life with
Christ.
When Jesus
asked why
Bartimaeus
called him, the
beggar asked to see. Jesus said
he was saved by his faith and
immediately Bartimaeus gained
sight and followed Jesus.
Sometimes we become blind to
the fullness of who Jesus really
is. We fail to recognize him as our
Messiah. When that happens, we can
be like Bartimaeus. We can call upon
Jesus to have pity on us, throw off our
old sinful lives and follow him anew.

In October we celebrate the Rosary
especially on the feast of Our Lady of
the Rosary on October 7th. The
Rosary helps us to meditate on Jesus’
birth, life, death, and resurrection.
October 6 – St. Bruno (1101).
Bruno was born in Germany, studied
in France and became a theology
professor. With six other companions,
Bruno founded the Carthusian Order
in 1084 and helped reform the clergy
in Rome.
October 14 – St. Callistus I (222).
A Roman slave, Callistus obtained his
freedom and was ordained a deacon

by Pope Zephyrinius, whom he later
succeeded. Callistus’s election caused
an eighteen-year schism, spawning the
first anti-pope. In a time of trial and
confusion, he reopened the Church to
all. He was martyred in Rome.
October 20 – St. Paul of the Cross
(1775). Paul was inspired by a vision
to start a religious order dedicated to
the Passion of Christ. He founded the
Passionists in
1720,
lived a
penitential
life, worked
miracles,
and cared
for the poor
and sick.

Just what is the
Sacrament of
Confirmation?
There are three Sacraments of
Initiation into Christian life: Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist. The three
work together to help us take our place
in the Body of Christ.
In Confirmation the
Baptized “are bound more
perfectly to the Church; they
are endowed with special
strength of the Holy Spirit,
are thus more strictly
obliged, as true witnesses of Christ, to
spread and defend the faith by word and
deed” (Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church). In fact, to complete the
Sacraments of Initiation, Confirmation
must be received if the grace of Baptism
is to have its full effect.
Upon our Confirmation we are given a
new and deeper relationship with the
Holy Spirit, we receive the indelible
mark of Confirmation, and we are given
greater strength to profess, defend and
spread the faith – the job of every
follower of Christ.
When the bishop, the ordinary
minister of Confirmation, lays hands,
anoints with chrism, and says, “Be sealed
with the gift of the Holy Spirit,” we are
completely filled with the Holy Spirit.
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)
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